ALASKA:NOME, SEWARD, THE PRIBILOFS & DENALI

MAY 25-JUNE 11

OTUS ASIO TOURS

Leaders: John O’Donnell & Jan Hansen

Abbreviations: AMF=Anchorage mudflats; BLR=Bear Lake Road;  CL=Connor’s Bog; CSP=Chugach State Park; CR=Council Road; DE=Denali Extension; DH=Denali Highway; FR=Fort Richardson; GH=Glenn Highway; HP=Hatcher Pass; Kougarek Road=KR; PM=Potter’s Marsh; PT=Primrose Trail; RBBT=Ressurection Bay boat tour; SS=Safety Sound; SL=Spenard Lake; SPI=St. Paul Island;  TL=Tangle Lakes area; TLk=Tern Lake; TR=Teller Road; (*)=heard only; boldface=geographically or seasonally rare or, of special interest

Red-throated Loon: many close range studies of birds in breeding plumage throughout the tour

Pacific Loon: adults were seen on the nest at CB, PM and along CR in Nome; many were seen on Bering 


Sea in Nome

Common Loon: a pair at TLk and another at TL

Horned Grebe: one found during DE

Red-necked Grebe: abundant on ponds between Anchorage and Seward—also one on SPI and a few


on the Bering Sea around Nome

Northern Fulmar: 20-30 nesting on the cliffs on SPI including a at least one dark morph

Double-crested Cormorant: many in Seward harbor and during the RBBT

Red-faced Cormorant: excellent views of many birds on SPI—best looks were of the birds displaying on 

the cliffs outside the cafeteria

Pelagic Cormorant: a few were seen during the RBBT

Canada Goose: noted in several ponds along the Seward Hwy—also a few on the tundra outside and Nome


noteworthy were a pair of B.c.minima on SPI

Brant: 5-7 on RBBT; 100’s were present in SS and many others were noted  from the shore 

of the Bering Sea outside Nome as they flew north

Trumpeter Swan: one in a pond on TR; others along the GH and in TL

Tundra Swan: 75-100 on SS

Gadwall: PM and SS

American Wigeon: noted in moderate numbers throughout the tour including on SPI

Mallard: PM; SS and TL

Blue-winged Teal: a pair along the DH—unusual this far north

Northern Shoveler: PM; CR; KR and TL—fairly common

Northern Pintail: the most common dabbler—seen on most lakes and ponds

Green-winged Teal: Anas crecca carolinensis was fairly common along the Seward Highway and in Nome


a few of the Eurasian form known as Common Teal (Anas crecca crecca) were seen on SPI

Canvasback: PM and SS

Redhead: Spenard Lake during DE

Ring-necked Duck: 10-15 in a pond along the GH

Tufted Duck: seen on two ponds on SPI—possibly the same bird

Greater Scaup: seen on most lakes and ponds in all areas visited

Lesser Scaup: Spenard Lake during DE

Spectacled Eider: a female in the company of several female Common Eiders in SS provided excellent 

comparative studies

King Eider: a spectacular male was present in the harbor during our stay on SPI

Common Eider: 100+ were present in SS and the Bering Sea outside Nome

Harlequin Duck: RBBT; SPI; Nome; DH

Surf Scoter: 20-30 during the RBBT

White-winged Scoter: RBBT; Nome harbor; GH

Black Scoter: easily seen in the Nome harbor and on SS

Long-tailed Duck: seen on most lakes and ponds--very common 

Bufflehead: SPI; DH

Common Goldeneye: 4-6 seen in a pond along the DH

Barrow’s Goldeneye: 10-15 along the Seward Highway; Fox Island and TL

Common Merganser: TLk; KR; TR; DH

Red-breasted Merganser: a few along the Seward Highway; fairly common on SS

Bald Eagle: fairly common between Anchorage and Seward and in TL—highest numbers on RBBT

Northern Harrier: KR; TL and in the “boreal forest” on CR

Sharp-shinned Hawk: one seen during hike on the Primrose Trail

Northern Goshawk: one flyby during DE

Red-tailed Hawk (Harlan’s): a few along the GH

Rough-legged Hawk: CR; KR and TL—only a few

Golden Eagle: one soaring over the cliffs opposite TLk; one on nest on KR and another on DH

American Kestrel: one initially mistaken for a hawk-owl on GH

Merlin: a few along the DH

Gyrfalcon: distant looks during DE

Peregrine Falcon: one on CR

Spruce Grouse: great looks at female from within 10 feet after a lengthy search on Primrose Trail

Willow Ptarmigan: very common and easy to see outside of Nome; a few on DH

Rock Ptarmigan: fairly conspicuous outside Nome although less common than the preceeding species;


best views were on the KR

White-tailed Ptarmigan: a pair at HP thanks to Jim’s sharp eyes

Sandhill Crane: one on FR; 20-30 in the Nome area

Black-bellied Plover: one on an icy lake along the Seward Highway

American Golden-Plover: a few around Nome and TL

Pacific Golden-Plover: 6-8 on SPI; a few around Nome

Semipalmated Plover: fairly common in the Nome area;  others at Seward and AMF

Killdeer: a pair at CB in Anchorage

Black Oystercatcher: one during RBBT

Common Greenshank: great looks at rest and in flight of an individual on SPI

Greater Yellowlegs: TLk; PT and CB—excellent views of a calling bird perched atop a spruce on PT

Lesser Yellowlegs: PM; SPI and GH

Solitary Sandpiper: one on BLR and a pair along GH where one perched atop a small spruce

Wood Sandpiper: three on SPI

Wandering Tattler: Seward; SPI; KR; DH

Common Sandpiper: at least six were found on SPI

Spotted Sandpiper: Seward; KR; DH

Terek Sandpiper: two actively feeding on a beach on the northeast end of SPI

Whimbrel: Seward; CR; TL

Hudsonian Godwit: a few at AMF

Bar-tailed Godwit: 15-20 on SPI; 50+ along CR in Nome; a few on TR

Ruddy Turnstone: SPI; SS

Black Turnstone: one on the beach near SS bridge

Surfbird: seen by John, Jim and Don during DE

Red Knot: three in breeding plumage at SS

Sanderling: 15-20 at SS

Semipalmated Sandpiper: a few at AMF; many breeding and displaying around Nome

Western Sandpiper: fairly common oround Nome—particularly on CR

Least Sandpiper: a few at AMF and on SPI

Pectoral Sandpiper: 4-6 on CR

Rock Sandpiper: very common on SPI

Dunlin: one on SPI; 50-75 along CR

Short-billed Dowitcher: PM and SPI

Long-billed Dowitcher: 10-15 in SS

Common Snipe: the Eurasian form was seen well in flight by several on SPI—the white trailing edge of 

the wing was noted—this species is soon to be split from the North American form

Wilson’s Snipe: PM; Nome and TL—the North American form

Red-necked Phalarope: very common—seen on many lakes and ponds during the tour

Red Phalarope: a major inland movement was underway while we were in Nome—flocks of 15,


26 and 100+ were seen just offshore in the Bering Sea

Parasitic Jaeger: one on SPI; 25+ around Nome

Long-tailed Jaeger: 50+ around Nome where they were very common on the tundra

Bonaparte’s Gull: AMF; CB

Mew Gull: nesting on most lakes and ponds throughout

Herring Gull: AMF; RBBT; a few the vegae form were noted around Nome

Glaucous-winged Gull: common between Anchorage and Seward and on SPI

Glaucous Gull: one on SPI where it is rare; hundreds present around Nome where it is the common large 

larid

Black-legged Kittiwake: Seward: SPI; Nome

Red-legged Kittiwake: 30+ on SPI including stunning scope views of one on a nest

Ivory Gull: one appeared for an evening at SS where it fed among the Glaucous Gulls

Arctic Tern: breeding on most ponds, lakes and rivers throughout

Aleutian Tern: 15-20 were found along CR outside Nome

Common Murre: many in flight, on the water and on cliffs during the RBBT; very close views at a nesting 

site on SPI

Thick-billed Murre: poor views of one during the RBBT; killer close range views on SPI

Pigeon Guillemot: 30+ during the RBBT

Marbled Murrelet: 50+ during the RBBT

Ancient Murrelet: two during the RBBT; two more on SPI where they are very scarce

Cassin’s Auklet: 2-4 during the RBBT

Parakeet Auklet: one during RBBT; unlimited and satisfying views on SPI

Least Auklet: hundreds were present on SPI—some were viewed on the cliffs from within 15 feet

Crested Auklet: 6-10 on the cliffs at SPI—distant views of many more on the water

Rhinocerous Auklet: 4-6 during the RBBT

Horned Puffin: many seen during the RBBT but those views paled in comparison to the studies


available on SPI

Tufted Puffin: see Horned Puffin

Rock Dove: present in small numbers in the Anchorage area

Snowy Owl: one seen near Northeast Point on SPI

Northern Hawk-Owl: one was watcher actively hunting along the GH

Boreal Owl: one in a nesting box on FR

Northern Saw-whet Owl: one in a nesting box near Eagle River

Rufous Hummingbird: one at a feeder along BLR and another at the hotel in Seward

Belted Kingfisher: a pair at PM

Downy Woodpecker: one near Seward

Three-toed Woodpecker: fairly common in forests between Anchorage and Seward

Black-backed Woodpecker: a male responded to tape in CSP outside Anchorage

Northern Flicker: seen during DE

Western Wood-Pewee: one during DE

Alder Flycatcher: one on the grounds at Tangle Lakes Lodge

Northern Shrike: one along KR outside Nome

Gray Jay: PT and GH

Steller’s Jay: fairly common in forests near Seward

Black-billed Magpie: common around Anchorage, Seward and on the GH

Northwestern Crow: common in the Seward area; also seen on Fox Island and at Girdwood

Common Raven: very common everywhere except SPI where absent

Horned Lark: one was seen by a few during the Smith’s Longspur hunt

Tree Swallow: fairly common between Anchorage and Seward and at Nome

Violet-green Swallow: same as above species

Bank Swallow: a few along TR and DH

Cliff Swallow: a few migrants at Girdwood; small nesting colony along TR; greatest numbers along


DH where fairly common

Black-capped Chickadee: a few at FR

Chestnut-backed Chickadee: two were found a few miles north of Seward

Boreal Chickadee: a few were at the Chestnut-backed Chickadee site; a few others were seen near 

Anchorage

Red-breasted Nuthatch: fairly common between Anchorage and Seward; also seen on the road to HP

Brown Creeper: one at the Chestnut-backed Chickadee site

Winter Wren: one of the Aleutian form seen on SPI

American Dipper: one along BLR north of Seward

Golden-crowned Kinglet: a few along the PT

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: common in forested areas throughout

Arctic Warbler: one responded to tape during DE

Bluethroat: a very cooperative male entertained at MP 49.7 along the CR; another was seen on KR

Northern Wheatear: a pair were at Anvil Mountain outside Nome; 4-6 more seen along CR

Gray-cheeked Thrush: very common in willow scrub around Nome and on DH

Swainson’s Thrush: a few around Anchorage and Seward and on road to HP

Hermit Thrush: same as above

American Robin: common in forested areas and on tundra

Varied Thrush: common in forested areas
Yellow Wagtail: seen daily in the Nome area

American Pipit: one on AMF and another on Anvil Mountain at near Nome

Bohemian Waxwing: a pair along the GH—hard to find during breeding season

Orange-crowned Warbler: fairly common in willows around Anchorage, Seward, Nome and TL

Yellow Warbler: also fairly common in willows although more northerly than previous species

Yellow-rumped Warbler: common in forested areas around Anchorage, Seward and on GH and DH

Townsend’s Warbler: fairly common in boreal forest along the Seward highway best looks were at


PT and on BLR

Blackpoll Warbler: fairly common in willows on DH; one also seen outside Nome

Northern Waterthrush: very common in willows on all of the roads around Nome; elsewhere noted only on 

the GH and the road to HP

Wilson’s Warbler: very common in willows throughout

American Tree Sparrow: common in willows around Nome and on DH

Savannah Sparrow: abundant and ubiquitous throughout except on SPI

Fox Sparrow: very common in willows and in forest edge everywhere except on SPI

*Lincoln’s Sparrow: one along the Seward Highway

White-crowned Sparrow: very common and conspicuous throughout; absent from SPI

Golden-crowned Sparrow: fairly common in brushy fields and tundra willows

Lapland Longspur: common around Nome and on SPI

Smith’s Longspur: a skulking individual was seen only by Tom and Jan; everyone else spent a tiring and 

frustrating day searching in vain

Snow Bunting: a few were seen on SPI

McKay’s Bunting: a female mated with a male Snow Bunting was watched carrying food on SPI

Rusty Blackbird: PM and GH

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: ubiquitous on SPI where it filled the starling’s niche

Pine Grosbeak: a few were found in boreal forests near Seward and on GH

White-winged Crossbill: two on the GH

Common Redpoll: common on the tundra around Nome; very unusual was a single individual on SPI 


where they are scarce

Hoary Redpoll: fairly common around Nome although numbers were less than of Common Redpoll

Pine Siskin: FR; Seward area and on road to HP

MAMMALS SEEN DURING THE TOUR

Pika

Snowshoe Hare

Arctic Hare

North American Porcupine

Hoary Marmot

Muskrat

Beaver

Red Squirrel

Arctic Ground Squirrel

Red Fox

Arctic Fox

Black Bear

Grizzly Bear
River Otter

Sea Otter

Caribou

Muskox

Moose

Mountain Goat

Dall’s Sheep

Steller’s Sea Lion

Northern Fur Seal

Bearded Seal

Humpback Whale

Killer Whale (Orca)

