FALL MIGRATION IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

OTUS ASIO TOURS

SEPT. 13-22, 2002

Abbreviations:ABSP=Anza-Borrego State Park; BMC=Big Morongo Canyon; BBC=Bold Basin Campground; BC=Bolsa Chica; DS=Devereaux Slough; ESCI=East Santa Cruz Island; FL=Finney Lake; FC=Forrestal Canyon; HP=Harbor Park; HCP=Huntington Central Park; ICP=Idyllwild County Park; JTNP=Joshua Tree National Park; LLC=Lake Los Carneros; LCR=Las Cruzitas Ranch; MDR=Marina del Rey;  OP=Oxnard Plain; RBP=Rancho Bernardo Park; RSB=Refugio State Beach; SS=Salton Sea;  SJWMA=San Jacinto Wildlife Management Area; SJoWMA=San Joachin Wildlife Management Area; SYM=Santa Ysabel Mission; SC=Sycamore Canyon; UNB=Upper Newport Bay; VH=Ventura Harbor; 29PI=29 Palms Inn; (*)=heard only; boldface=geographically or seasonally rare or, of special interest

Pied-billed Grebe: singles seen at several locations

Western Grebe: excellent comparative views with Clark’s at FL; a few more at VH

Clark’s Grebe: FL & VH

Pink-footed Shearwater: 30-40 on boat trip to ESCI—this included one very close flyby across the bow

Black-vented Shearwater: 2-3 on boat trip to ESCI

American White Pelican: 100+ at SS; surprising was one individual at BC

Brown Pelican: seen at all coastal locations and at the SS

Brandt’s Cormorant: 12-15 on rocks off Laguna Beach; 25+ on rocks around ESCI

Double-crested Cormorant: seen at a variety of coastal locales; also at SS & ESCI

Pelagic Cormorant: a few on the jetty at VH; two very close to shore at RSB

Great Blue Heron: common around water throughout

Great Egret: fairly common around water throughout

Snowy Egret: fairly common around water throughout

Cattle Egret: 1000+ in ag fields around SS

Green Heron: SS; 29PI & VH—interesting was one at dusk impersonating an owl over 29PI

Black-crowned Night-Heron: FL; VH and in Santa Barabara

White-faced Ibis: 50-75 in an ag field at the SS; many more seen flying from evening roost

Turkey Vulture: very common in most places—absent from Idyllwild area and ESCI; several were
observed flying after dark around 29PI

Gadwall: HP; SS & LLC

American Wigeon: 10-15 at SJWMA

Mallard: HP; SS & Santa Barbara

Cinnamon Teal: UNB; SS & SJMWA

Northern Shoveler: HP; SJoWMA; SS

Northern Pintail: UNB & SJWMA

Green-winged Teal: SJoWMA & SJWMA

Ruddy Duck: HP; SS; SJWMA &LLC

Osprey: one at UNB

White-tailed Kite: one at SJWMA and a few others in Santa Barbara area

Bald Eagle: one subadult on ESCI

Northern Harrier: BC; SS & SJWMA

Sharp-shinned Hawk: one at ABSP and another BMC

Cooper’s Hawk: fairly common and multiples seen almost daily

Red-shouldered Hawk: one in juvenile plumage at HP; single adults at SC and LLC

Red-tailed Hawk: both dark and light morphs were seen in many areas

American Kestrel: fairly common in open areas and along roadsides including one on ESCI

Merlin: one perched briefly at ICP

Mountain Quail: a covey of 12-15 was seen very well from the van while they rested in a manzanita 
thicket
in the town of Pine Cove—one of the trip’s highlights!

California Quail: 15-20 at SC; several heard on ESCI and one perched on fencepost near Santa Ynez

Gambel’s Quail: small coveys at 29PI and JTNP

*Clapper Rail: 8-10 responded to tape at UNB—all remained concealed

*Sora: one called in response to hand clapping at LLC

Common Moorhen: only one at FL

American Coot: fairly common on ponds and lakes

Black-bellied Plover: BC; OP; VH and Santa Barbara

Pacific Golden-Plover: two on the sod farm on the OP—a challenge to sort out from the abundant 


Black-bellies

Snowy Plover: on beach at MDR; on the flats at BC and one at SS on the end of Poe Rd

Semipalmated Plover: MDR; BC & Santa Barbara

Killdeer: fairly common and seen in numerous locales

Black Oystercatcher: one flew by the beach on ESCI and perched briefly on an offshore rock

Black-necked Stilt: 50+ at BC & hundreds at SS; also seen while driving near SJWMA

American Avocet: 5-10 at BC among the stilts; many more at the SS

Greater Yellowlegs: BC; SS & SJWMA

Lesser Yellowlegs: a few around the SS

Willet: very common on jetties and beaches; a few at SS

Wandering Tattler: one on the jetty in Santa Barbara

Whimbrel: one on jetty at MDR; also on the beach at VH and in Santa Barbara

Long-billed Curlew: a few at BC; 30+ at UNB; also many at the SS

Marbled Godwit: fairly common in coastal locales and at the SS

Ruddy Turnstone: on the jetty at MDR; also a few at Laguna Beach

Black Turnstone: on the jetties at MDR, VH & Santa Barbara

Surfbird: excellent close range views of 30+ at MDR; also a few on the jetty at VH

Sanderling: BC; VH & Santa Barbara

Western Sandpiper: large numbers at BC and the SS; also on the beach in Santa Barbara

Least Sandpiper: a few at BC; many more around the SS

Short-billed Dowitcher: BC and UNB

Long-billed Dowitcher: SS and RSB—the latter in juvenile plumage provided an excellent field study

Wilson’s Phalarope: 15-20 at BC; 50+ at SS

Red-necked Phalarope: some in a raft of Wilson’s at SS; 6-10 on boat to ESCI

Parasitic Jaeger: one on boat trip to ESCI

Heerman’s Gull: fairly common at coastal locations

Ring-billed Gull: fairly common at coastal locations and at the SS

California Gull: 5-7 at BC; 15-20 at SS

Yellow-footed Gull: 6-10 at SS—great scope views

Western Gull: common at coastal locations

Caspian Tern: several on the beach at MDR; small numbers at SS

Elegant Tern: scope views on beach at MDR; fairly common at VH and Santa Barbara

Forster’s Tern: BC; SS & VH

Black Tern: FL & SS—only a few

Black Skimmer: 2 on the beach at MDR; also a few at BC

Rock Dove: common in urban and suburban areas

Band-tailed Pigeon: 6-10 on a snag at ICP—great views

Spotted Dove: 3 in Wilmington just off the Harbor Freeway—the locals thought we were nuts!

Mourning Dove: very common throughout including in the mountains and at ESCI

Inca Dove: two were flushed in Brawley while searching for Gila Woodpecker

Common Ground-Dove: several roosted in the tamarisk grove outside the hotel in Calapatria; several 

others were seen in the ag fields around FL

Greater Roadrunner: one outside the 29PI

Barn Owl: one was seen flying in the desert outside the 29PI after disappointing those who waited for it


to emerge from its roost outside the restaurant

Western Screech-Owl: great looks at one that took umbrage to a tape at ICP

Burrowing Owl: several were seen on the irrigation ditches around the SS

Lesser Nighthawk: one flying during the early AM daylight hours near the Wister Unit of the SS

Vaux’s Swift: 29PI; the road to BBC; SJWMA & ESCI

White-throated Swift: small flock seen on the road to BBC

Black-chinned Hummingbird: a few at the feeders outside BMC

Anna’s Hummingbird: common throughout and seen most days

Rufous Hummingbird: several at the feeders outside BMC

Allen’s Hummingbird: great looks at a territorial male in the parking area of South Coast Botanical Garden

Belted Kingfisher: one at the pond at 29PI; another at DS

Acorn Woodpecker: SYM; Idyllwild area and Santa Barbara County

Gila Woodpecker: 2-3 in Brawley

Ladder-backed Woodpecker: one near FL and another in JTNP

Nuttall’s Woodpecker: one in Julian and another at BBC

Downy Woodpecker: heard at HCP and seen at LLC

White-headed Woodpecker: 3-5 at BBC and  a few more in the Idyllwild area

Northern Flicker: Julian; ICP & ESCI

Western Wood-Pewee: common migrant and seen most days

Willow Flycatcher: HP; 29PI; BMC & ESCI

Pacific-slope Flycatcher: one at 29PI and another in Santa Barbara near UC-SB

Black Phoebe: common and ubiquitous

Say’s Phoebe: less common and ubiquitous than previous species but seen most days

Vermillion Flycatcher: one at Covington Park near BMC

Western Kingbird: 2-3 near Wister Unit of the SS

Loggerhead Shrike: RBP; SS area; ESCI & Santa Barbara County

Hutton’s Vireo: one on ESCI

Warbling Vireo: common migrant seen most days

Steller’s Jay: fairly common in the Idyllwild area and at BBC

Island Scrub-Jay: one seen very well on ESCI—after a memorable hike!

Western Scrub-Jay: very common and seen everywhere except ESCI

Pinyon Jay: flock of five near Barker Dam in JTNP

Yellow-billed Magpie: 5-7 at LCR in Santa Barbara County

American Crow: common throughout

Common Raven: see above species

Purple Martin: a single female soaring over MDR—quite unusual

Tree Swallow: SJoWMA & SS area

Violet-green Swallow: a few at SJWMA

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: one with a flock of tree swallows at SJoWMA

Barn Swallow: as is the case in most places in the U.S. during fall migration this species was widespread

Mountain Chickadee: SYM; Julian; BBC and Idyllwild area

Oak Titmouse: a few at BBC

Verdin: fairly common in desert scrub around the SS and the 29PI

Bushtit: small flocks were encountered at a variety of locales

White-breasted Nuthatch: HCP; SYM; BMC & ICP

Pygmy Nuthatch: fairly common on the road to BBC—they were fearless bathers at the water drip there

Brown Creeper: one along the road to BBC

Cactus Wren: ABSP & 29PI

Rock Wren: several on ESCI

Bewick’s Wren: common—seen everywhere except in desert habitats

House Wren: HCP; 29PI & ESCI

Marsh Wren: UNB; FL & SJWMA

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 3-5 at FC; another at SJWMA

California Gnatcatcher: excellent looks at a calling male in FC; also heard at RBP

Black-tailed Gnatcatcher: one in desert scrub at FL

Western Bluebird: a few at BBC

Swainson’s Thrush: one in Julian; another at the feeders outside BMC

American Robin: HCP; Julian & Idyllwild area

Wrentit: RBP, ICP & SC—excellent looks for everyone

Northern Mockingbird: common and widespread

California Thrasher: great looks at RBP and SC

Crissal Thrasher: a pair seen briefly at FL

European Starling: generally seen whenever our eyes were open

Cedar Waxwing: a small flock was at 29PI

Phainopepla: Julian & 29PI

Orange-crowned Warbler: the most common warbler of the trip—seen almost everywhere

Nashville Warbler: 29PI & BMC

Yellow Warbler: a few at 29PI; a bunch on the final day at LLC & RSB

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 29PI; BBC & DS

Black-throated Gray Warbler: a very cooperative individual at the dripper at BMC; another on the road to 

Idyllwild

Townsend’s Warbler: one at eye level at BBC; another in the trees along the beach in Santa Barbara

Hermit Warbler: one foraging on the ground at the ranger station on the road to Idyllwild; also a few at 

BBC

Northern Waterthrush: one at 29PI—a very good find

MacGillivray’s Warbler: one was seen bathing in the sprinkler at 29PI by Joan and Chari; the same
individual skulked in the willows around the pond there but never offered good views

Common Yellowthroat: fairly common in wetland areas

Wilson’s Warbler: a great show at 29PI where up to five foraged on the lawn—not to be confused with

the Vermillion Flycatcher!

Yellow-breasted Chat: one skulking in the willows around the pond at 29PI—seen by Jan & Jack

Summer Tanager: one at feeders at BMC

Western Tanager: very common migrant—multiples seen on most days

Green-tailed Towhee: one in the garden at 29PI; another in the parking lot at the hotel in Idyllwild

Spotted Towhee: FC; RBP; BMC & SC

California Towhee: excitement at seeing this species on the first day quickly gave way to the realization 

that it was impossible to miss—anytime & anyplace!

Abert’s Towhee: two seeking shelter in the shade of a tamarisk grove outside the visitor center at SSNWR

Rufous-crowned Sparrow: brief views of one perched in the fog at RBP

Chipping Sparrow: a few in Julian; also a small flock on the lawn at 29PI where they offered a good 

comparison with Brewer’s

Vesper Sparrow: one in a plowed field at SJWMA

Lark Sparrow: 4-6 at SYM; also one at Covington Park

Black-throated Sparrow: fleeting looks at JTNP; a more cooperative individual was seen by Chari, Pat & 


Barb on the road outside 29PI

Savannah Sparrow: Belding’s was common at BC; a great look at the “large-billed” race on the jetty at 

MDR (this race is a candidate for a future split)

Song Sparrow: common throughout except in the desert

Lincoln’s Sparrow: one in the garden at 29PI and another on the roof of the bathroom at SC

White-crowned Sparrow: a very hot juvenile was seen in the campground at ABSP; there were also a 

few on the lawn at 29PI

Dark-eyed Junco: the “Oregon” race was fairly common on the road to BBC and in the Idyllwild area; one 

of the “Pink-sided” race was in Santa Barbara

Black-headed Grosbeak: 29PI; BMC & ESCI

Lazuli Bunting: 3-5 in the sparrow flock at 29PI

Red-winged Blackbird: common in wetland areas

Tricolored Blackbird: nice looks at a female in the stable at HCP; a male was also at HP but never offered 

decent views for everyone

Western Meadowlark: SS; SJWMA; ESCI & Santa Barbara County

Yellow-headed Blackbird: a small flock at FL

Brewer’s Blackbird: ubiquitous throughout

Great-tailed Grackle: common in Calipatria and Brawley areas

Brown-headed Cowbird: small flock at HP; others were at the SS and VH

Hooded Oriole: one at the feeders outside BMC; another in the yard of the house on ESCI

House Finch: one of the most common birds of the trip—not surprising given that this is the center of its

historic range

Lesser Goldfinch: RBP; BMC; JTNP & SJWMA

Lawrence’s Goldfinch: a beautiful female was very cooperative as she fed in a weed patch at the 29PI

American Goldfinch: a few at HP and a few more at SJWMA

House Sparrow: what can I say?
