ARIZONA WINTER RARITIES

JANUARY 12-20, 2002

OTUS ASIO TOURS

Leaders: Jan Hansen & John Idzikowski

EMP=El Mirage Pond; EsMP=Estrella Mountain Park; GWR=Gilbert Water Ranch; KS= Kino Springs; MC=Madera Canyon;  NP= Neely Ponds; PL=Patagonia Lake; PBL= Pena Blanca Lake; SC=Sawmill Canyon; ScC=Scheelite Canyon;; SW=Sweetwater Wetlands; SSV=Sulphur Springs Valley; (*)= heard only; Boldface= rare or of special interest

Pied-billed Grebe: a few seen at several lakes and ponds

Eared Grebe: 4-6 at Willcox; 6-8 at PL

Western Grebe: 2 at PL were the only ones seen—unusually scarce this year

Neotropic Cormorant: 20+ seen flying over at 91st Ave ponds in Phoenix; also a few at PL

Double-crested Cormorant: a few seen flying over at 91st Ave ponds: also a few in Nogales and at PL

Great Blue Heron: fairly common around ponds and wetland complexes

Great Egret: largest numbers seen in ag fields west of Phoenix; also a few in Tempe and at SW

Snowy Egret: seen only in the Phoenix area; much less common than preceeding species

Green Heron: single birds at 91st Ave ponds and McKellips Lake

White-Faced Ibis: flock of 20-30 flying along the Salt River west of Phoenix

Black Vulture: a few seen from the van in Nogales area

Turkey Vulture: seen only in the Phoenix and Nogales areas; uncommon in winter

Snow Goose: one in flock of cranes at WWD

Ross’s Goose: excellent scope views of a lone bird at GWR

Gadwall: 20-30 at NP; also a few at KS

Eurasian Wigeon: excellent studies of this handsome species at McKellips Lake in Scottsdale

Mallard: a few at various ponds and wetland complexes


(Mexican race noted at SW)

Blue-winged Teal: 4-6 at SW where this species is regular in winter

Cinnamon Teal: 4-6 at NP; similar numbers at SW—always a treat!

Northern Shoveler: 200+ at various ponds—probably the most common dabbling duck

Northern Pintail: moderate numbers noted —probably most common at GWR where 50+ were present

Green-winged Teal: moderate numbers at NP and SW

Canvasback: one on pond at Green valley golf course; also seen from van in Amado ponds off I-19

Redhead: a few at McKellips Lake in Scottsdale

Ring-necked Duck: small numbers at McKellips Lake, KS and PL

Greater Scaup: 2 at ASU Research Park—very rare in Arizona

Lesser Scaup: excellent side by side comparisons with preceeding species at ASU Research Park; also 


fair numbers at PL

Bufflehead: a few at ASU Research Park

Hooded Merganser: a pair in Green Valley

Common Merganser: 15-20 at Willcox; 10-12 at PL

Ruddy Duck: present in small numbers on most ponds—very common

Osprey: two at EsMP; oddly another was seen at Chaparral Sod Farms in Scottsdale where no large body of 


water is present

Bald Eagle: an adult seen soaring at WWD much to the chagrin of the sandhill crane flock

Northern Harrier: several seen most days over ag fields and desert areas

Sharp-shinned Hawk: one immature pursuing prey in Paton’s yard

Cooper’s Hawk: fairly common and seen various places

Harris’s Hawk: great looks at three birds near SW in Tucson

Red-tailed Hawk: the most common raptor; many varieties and flavors noted during the trip

Ferruginous Hawk: best views of a perched bird at EMP; 8-12 seen in SSV

Rough-legged Hawk: one hunting over fields at WWD—one of Arizona’s scarcest raptors

American Kestrel: very common; recorded daily

Merlin: singles at Palo Verde, on Hereford Road and on Fort Huachuca

Peregrine Falcon: one seen from the van  flying over the ASU campus in Tempe

Prairie Falcon: brief look at a fly by in Scottsdale; scope views of a perched bird in SSV

Wild Turkey: flock of 20-25 feeding along road near Ramsey Canyon

Scaled Quail: 5-7 at a feeder below Ramsey Canyon

Gambel’s Quail: as always the most common quail in Arizona

Montezeuma Quail: brief looks at a covey that flushed near the Bog Springs campground

Sora: one at 91st Ave ponds; another at PL

Common Moorhen: a few at 91st Ave ponds, NP, SW and PBL

American Coot: perhaps this should be Arizona’s state bird—if you missed this one you might consider an 

alternative avocation

Sandhill Crane: 10,000+ flying from morning roost near Willcox; another 6,000-8,000 at WWD

Killdeer: fairly common in ag fields and around wetland complexes

Mountain Plover: one feeding in a field in SSV; initially distant, this bird eventually worked its way close  
enough to provide outstanding scope views for everyone

Black-necked Stilt: seen only in the Phoenix area—best views at a small park in Chandler where they fed 
on the grass at our feet

Greater Yellowlegs: 3-5 feeding in ponds along the Salt River west of Phoenix

Spotted Sandpiper: singles along the Salt River and at GWR

Long-billed Curlew: three sitting in a field near WWD—found by John’s sharp eyes

Least Sandpiper: the most common shorebird of the trip—recorded at EMP, GWR and PL

Long-billed Dowitcher: 2 at EMP; several more at the GWR

Common Snipe: a few at GWR and at PL

Rock Dove: very common in urban areas

Eurasian Collared-Dove: two on the wires in Palo Verde—this species has made made inroads in northern 
Arizona but is still rare elsewhere in the state

White-winged Dove: a few wintering in the Continental and Patagonia areas

Mourning Dove: abundant in agricultural and suburban areas—seen daily

Inca Dove: 6-8 at EMP; 15-20 at Paton’s; one singing in Elfrida

Common Ground-Dove: 2 at EMP (originally mistaken for Ruddies); singles also at Paton’s and Patagonia

Ruddy Ground-Dove: after a frustrating wait, two were finally seen very well at EMP; another female was 
under the feeder at Paton’s

Greater Roadrunner: 8-10 found in various places during the tour—usually while driving

*Western Screech-Owl: heard along Patrero Drive in Green Valley

Great Horned Owl: one roosting at EsMP; two more in SSV

Northern Pygmy-Owl: one being mobbed near the top of an enormous Douglas Fir in ScC—unfortunately 
seen only by Jan, Jack and Grace

Burrowing Owl: four at Scottsdale Community College—two nesting in drainpipe for third consecutive 
year—this location appears suicidal but must work!

Broad-billed Hummingbird: one at Sally Johnsen’s feeder in Green Valley—rare in winter

Magnificent Hummingbird: 2-3 at feeders in MC-this species winters regularly there in small numbers

Anna’s Hummingbird: the common wintering hummingbird in Arizona (seen regularly in desert lowlands 
and in suburban areas)

Costa’s Hummingbird: two at Gene Loring’s feeders in Green Valley

Belted Kingfisher: two at ponds along the Salt River west of Phoenix

Green Kingfisher: those who braved the mud at PL had excellent looks at a female—this species has 
become very rare in Arizona in recent years so this was a nice surprise

Lewis’s Woodpecker: one cooperative bird on a telephone pole in Continental

Acorn Woodpecker: very conspicuous in MC and in the Patagonia area

Gila Woodpecker: the most common picoid of the tour—recorded in most desert and riparian areas

Williamson’s Sapsucker: at least three in SC—this species was very scarce this winter!

Red-naped Sapsucker: best look was at PBL; 2-3 more were found in SC

Ladder-backed Woodpecker: not as conspicuous and noisy as Gila but also very common in riparian and 
suburban areas

Arizona Woodpecker: one seen by a few in MC; another in poor light in SC; a third was heard calling in

 ScC; (though fairly common this species is always hard to find)

Northern Flicker (Red-shafted form): most common above 4500 feet; a few were also noted at EsMP and in 
the Patagonia area

Gilded Flicker: 2-3 in Green Valley

Hammond’s Flycatcher: two were seen very well in MC—due to its montane preferences this is the least 
common wintering empid in southeastern Arizona

Gray Flycatcher: best looks at EsMP; also one near Paton’s and several more at PL

Dusky Flycatcher: a few in the willows at PL

Black Phoebe: ubiquitous near water

Say’s Phoebe: more common than the previous species due to widespread habitat selection—seen daily

Eastern Phoebe: one wintering along the stream at PL—seen only by Jan during the Green Kingfisher 
search

Vermillion Flycatcher: one near Palo Verde; a pair at GWR—as pretty as the pictures!

Dusky-capped Flycatcher: one seen well at PL—this individual has been present for several weeks and is 
one of a few winter records for this species in southeastern Arizona

Ash-throated Flycatcher: one at EsMP; another seen very well at PL where Myiarchus confusion has 
reigned this winter

Loggerhead Shrike: very common in desert and agricultural areas; a few seen in junipers on Fort Huachuca

Cassin’s Vireo: good views of one in a flock of yellow-rumps at SW

Hutton’s Vireo: one vocalizing individual was finally located at MC

Steller’s Jay: a few in SC

Western Scrub-Jay: 2-3 in Bisbee

Mexican Jay: loud and unavoidable in the oak-juniper belt of all mountain ranges

Chihuahuan Raven: 100+ in Willcox and SSV; also common in Sierra Vista

Common Raven: many seen in mountains and riparian areas west of Sierra Vista—less numerous than the 
social Chihuahuans

Horned Lark: common in agricultural areas—100+ at the Chaparral Sod Farms

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: 2 actively feeding over water at NP

Bridled Titmouse: best views at the feeders at MC; also at PL and the Paton’s

Verdin: common in desertscrub areas—recorded regularly in that habitat

Red-breasted Nuthatch: 3-5 in ScC

White-breasted Nuthatch: fairly common at MC; also in lesser numbers in SC and at Patagonia

Brown Creeper: a few in the mixed flocks at MC

Cactus Wren: best views at Gene Loring’s feeder in Green Valley; also several in the Buckeye area

Rock Wren: as always a reliable host at the Lavender Pit; two more in Bisbee

Canyon Wren: the only one was found during the hike up  ScC

Bewick’s Wren: the most common wren; found at MC, PL and at the Paton’s

Marsh Wren: 2-3 at the 91st Ave ponds in Phoenix

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: very common in riparian areas and in mountain oaks

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: one at EsMP

Black-tailed Gnatcatcher: 2-3 in desertscrub at the LeConte’s thrasher spot

Eastern Bluebird: 3-5 along Harshaw Canyon Road below the San Raphael grasslands

Hermit Thrush: PBL; PL; SC; ScC

American Robin: very scarce this year: one at Paton’s and a few on Fort Huachuca

Northern Mockingbird: hard to miss in dersertscrub and suburban areas

Sage Thrasher: great looks at this elusive bird in the saltbush flats near Buckeye

Bendire’s Thrasher: close range views through the scope of one near Arizona City

Curve-billed Tharasher: the most commonly encountered thrasher—many seen

Crissal Thrasher: one singing in a mesquite near Buckeye; two more outside Willcox while watching cranes

LeConte’s Thrasher: two seen very well by everyone after an extensive search—this location is known simply as “the LeConte’s spot” and is near Buckeye

European Starling: abundant around livestock and in urban and suburban areas

American Pipit: 20-30 at the Chaparral Sod Farms including several within 25 feet; lesser numbers in SSV 
and one was seen foraging at the mouth of the stream at PL

Phainopepla: 15-20 in mesquites in the Santa Rita grasslands below MC; a few more at PL

Orange-crowned Warbler: unusually scarce this year; seen only at SW and PL

Yellow-rumped Warbler: numerous in mesquites and in riparian areas

Common Yellowthroat: two at the 91st Ave ponds; another at SW

Painted Redstart: one incredibly cooperative individual put on quite a show at MC

Green-tailed Towhee: one seen briefly at a stop along Harshaw Canyon Road

Spotted Towhee: 3-5 at PBL; another in Brewery Canyon near Bisbee

Canyon Towhee: two along Harshaw Canyon Road; two more on Fort Huachuca

Abert’s Towhee: seen very well the first morning at the LeConte’s Thrasher spot; also at SW, EsMP, EMP 
and at the Paton’s and Patagonia

Rufous-winged Sparrow: 3-5 in the wash at Continental

Rufous-crowned Sparrow: 2-3 along Harshaw Canyon Road

Chipping Sparrow: many seen at the feeders at Bog Springs; also numerous in the Santa Cruz riverbed near 
Continental; others were at the Paton’s

Brewer’s Sparrow: very common in desertscrub and in agricultural areas—second in numbers only to 
White-crowned

Black-chinned Sparrow: a very cooperative individual in Brewery Canyon near Bisbee

Vesper Sparrow: Palo Verde; SSV; San Raphael grasslands

Black-throated Sparrow: 6-10 were seen the first morning at the LeConte’s Thrasher spot

Sage Sparrow: seen only at the LeConte’s Thrasher spot but they were very common and cooperative there

Lark Bunting: 300-500 were seen in SSV; smaller numbers were found at SW and west of Phoenix

Savannah Sparrow: agricultural areas west of Phoenix; Santa Cruz riverbed; SSV; San Raphael grasslands

Song Sparrow: 91st Ave ponds; SW; PBL; PL; Paton’s

Lincoln’s Sparrow: one in a hedge in Palo Verde; another seen only by Jan at PL

Swamp Sparrow: 6-8 in the cattails at PL—a rare bird in southeastern Arizona

White-crowned Sparrow: Arizona’s most abundant wintering sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco: EsMP; MC; SC—excellent studies of Oregon, Gray-headed and Pink-sided forms were 
possible at the feeders in MC; (there was also one Slate-colored Junco at MC)

Yellow-eyed Junco: very common at the feeders in MC; also numerous in SC

McCown’s Longspur: 6-8 were found among the Horned Larks at the Chaparral Sod Farm in Scottsdale

Northern Cardinal: very common in lowland areas where deciduous trees and shrubs were present

Pyrrhuloxia: 4-6 were seen with cardinals outside Continental; also at Paton’s and PL

Lazuli Bunting: at least 3 were present at the Paton’s feeders

Red-winged Blackbird: very common around cattle pens and in marshy areas

Eastern Meadowlark (Lillian’s form): SSV and San Raphael grasslands

Western Meadowlark: very common in agricultural areas west of Phoenix; also at Chaparral Sod Farm

Yellow-headed Blackbird: seen in cattle pens west of Phoenix, at the UA feedlot and in the SSV

Brewer’s Blackbird: common around cattle pens—see preceeding species

Great-tailed Grackle: abundant and seen daily

Bronzed Cowbird: seen only at the UA feedlot where 3-5 were present in the cattle pens

Brown-headed Cowbird: common around cattle pens; highest numbers at the UA feedlot

Bullock’s Oriole: a beautiful male in Continental; (very unusual in winter)

Scott’s Oriole: a beautiful and cooperative male at the Bog Springs campground—finally!

House Finch: abundant and impossible to miss

Pine Siskin: 6-10 at MC

Lesser Goldfinch: 8-12 during the hike in the Santa Cruz riverbed

House Sparrow: common in urban and suburban areas and in cattle pens

The following mammals were seen during the tour:

Coyote

Arizona Gray Squirrel

Black-tailed Jackrabbit

Desert Cottontail

White-tailed Deer

Pronghorn

