SOUTHEASTERN ARIZONA

JULY 25-AUG 3, 2003

OTUS ASIO TOURS

Leaders: Jan Hansen & John Idzikowski

ACB&B=Ash Canyon B&B; BP=Barfoot Park; BF=Beatty’s feeders; CG=California Gulch; 

CCC=Cave Creek Canyon; FH=Fort Huachuca; GWH=George Walker House; GV=Green Valley; MC=Madera Canyon;  MC=Miller Canyon; PF=Paton’s feeders; PL=Patagonia Lake; PRd=Paradise Road; PRR=Patagonia Roadside Rest; RR=Rio Rico; RRd=Ruby Road; RP=Rustler Park; 

SNP=Saguaro National Park; SLP=Sam Lena Park; SPR=San Pedro River; SC=Sawmill Canyon; ScC=Scheelite Canyon; SF=South Fork;  SR=Stateline Rd; SW=Sweetwater Wetlands;  WP=Willcox Playa

(*)= heard only; Boldface= rare or of special interest

Least Grebe: one at SLP in Tucson—casual in SE AZ

Pied-billed Grebe: two were at PL and another at SW

Neotropic Cormorant: 8-12 at PL where they are regular

Great Blue Heron: 30-40 at WP; a few others were seen in the Nogales area

Green Heron: one at a pond outside RR

Black-crowned Night-Heron: one immature near RR

White-faced Ibis: 4-6 at WP; three others were at a pond in Nogales

Black Vulture: 3-5 soaring at PL—despite its abundance just a short distance to the south this species is 


occurs locally in small numbers in SE AZ

Turkey Vulture: just look up!

Black-bellied Whistling Duck: best looks were in a pasture near RR; another was at PL and several


flew over the PRR

Mallard (Mexican race): noted in small numbers in Nogales and at SW

Greater Scaup: one at WP—these are hard to come by at all seasons in SE AZ

Lesser Scaup: 3-5 at WP—much more common than the preceeding species

Ruddy Duck: moderate numbers at PL, SW and WP—the expected duck during the summer

Redhead: two at WP—casual in summer

Northern Shoveler: would you believe I was kidding!

Mississippi Kite: 6-8 soaring over the San Pedro River near St. David—always an exciting find!

Cooper’s Hawk: recorded at several locales—the common western accipiter

Northern Goshawk: one seen briefly by a few in SC-fairly common but always secretive

Gray Hawk: great views of one perched on a telephone pole along Hwy 82 just west of PRR

Harris’s Hawk: one on a pole in GV—rare south of Tucson

Common Black-Hawk: excellent spotting by Fred produced one along the Gila River north of Winkleman

Short-tailed Hawk: two adults soaring over BP in the Chiricahuas—extremely rare in the southwest

Swainson’s Hawk: great views of one perched on an acacia outside Portal and another along San Simon Rd


several others were seen in flight while we were driving

Zone-tailed Hawk: spectacular views from above on the road to Carr Cyn and from below 

on the road to RP; another was seen briefly from the hotel parking lot in Portal

Red-tailed Hawk: the common buteo—numerous sightings included several dark morph individuals

American Kestrel: only two were recorded and both were seen from the vans

Peregrine Falcon: one paid a visit to the shorebirds at SLP during our Least Grebe search

Scaled Quail: two in a grassy field just east of SR—these were in New Mexico

Gambel’s Quail: common as usual and always a favorite

Montezuma Quail: a handsome male just a few feet from the road outside Paradise provided one of the 

highlights of the trip—Bonnie is still waiting for those beers!

American Coot: WP; PL and SW

Common Moorhen: 3-5 were at SW—these are never a sure bet in SE AZ

Killdeer: WP; SW and Nogales

Black-necked Stilt: 20-30 at WP; a few others were at SLP and SW

American Avocet: 20-30 at WP where they nest annually

Lesser Yellowlegs: 4-6 at WP and a few others at SW

Spotted Sandpiper: WP and SW

Long-billed Curlew: 60+ were at WP

Western Sandpiper: 8-10 at WP—these showed vestiges of breeding plumage

Least Sandpiper: the common peep at WP

Baird’s Sandpiper: 3-5 were at WP where they provided nice comparisons with the above species

Stilt Sandpiper: only one at WP—this species is expected in SE AZ in late summer

Long-billed Dowitcher: three at WP

Wilson’s Phalarope: 75-100 at WP; one was also seen at SLP in Tucson

Franklin’s Gull: one at WP—this species is casual in SE AZ

Ring-billed Gull: three at WP

Rock Dove: common around towns and cities including a small flock at Portal

Band-tailed Pigeon: 10-15 feeding in oaks in MC

Eurasian Collared Dove: 6-10 were around the feedlot at Red Rock

White-winged Dove: recorded daily

Mourning Dove: see preceding species

Inca Dove: a few were at PF in Patagonia and at the feedlot in Red Rock

Common Ground-Dove: 4-6 were around the feedlot at Red Rock; two more were on the road to CG;


also flybys at SPR and along San Simon Rd

Ruddy Ground-Dove: two females and a male provided decent views to most at the Red Rock feedlot;


this location may have been the aesthetic highlight of the tour!

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: PL &  SPR; John’s van had good views on the road outside Patagonia

Greater Roadrunner: living up to its name this one was seen most days but always from the vans

Western Screech-Owl: a very cooperative individual outside of Portal

Whiskered Screech-Owl: much less cooperative than the preceding species—despite hearing 6-8 birds we


were only able to see one as it flew across the road in MC

Great Horned Owl: one calling in MC during the Whiskered Screech Owl hunt

Northern Pygmy-Owl: a terrific find along PRd near Portal—this little guy gave a great show for at least


fifteen minutes—these are never easy to see and always exciting to find

Burrowing Owl: several pairs outside the airbase in Tucson

Spotted Owl: a juvenile and an adult sitting quietly in an oak in ScC offered a memorable experience and made the strenuous hike worthwhile

Lesser Nighthawk: one put on a nice show just outside Portal; another was flushed from the desert floor


near Red Rock as we were dove hunting

Common Poorwill: nice views by spotlight on a hillside along the PRd; several others flushed from RRd 


during the drive into CG

Whip-poor-will: taking umbrage to a tape, one fluttered a few feet from us outside of Portal

Broad-billed Hummingbird: fairly common and seen various places

White-eared Hummingbird: this Mexican specialty was cooperative at BF in MC—unfortunately


it frequented the upper feeders and required a steep walk

Violet-crowned Hummingbird: this stunning jewel was present as always at PF

Blue-throated Hummingbird: fairly common in the Chiricahuas and around Portal; also seen at BF

Magnificent Hummingbird: another crowd pleaser—these were present at GWH, BF, MC and ACB&B

Plain-capped Starthroat: this was one of the trip’s rarest birds and it gave us an excellent show at


ACB&B where it visited the feeders at least three times during our visit

Lucifer Hummingbird: a beautiful male at ACB&B—this is an uncommon species in SE AZ

Black-chinned Hummingbird: the most common and widespread hummingbird

Anna’s Hummingbird: highest numbers and best looks were at ACB&B

Costa’s Hummingbird: a cooperative male at ACB&B—this species is always hard to find in summer

Calliope Hummingbird: one male in the rain at BF in MC

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: fairly common at GWH; Portal, BF and ACB&B

Rufous Hummingbird: recorded in small numbers in Portal; BF and ACB&B

Elegant Trogon: posing and looking elegant at the SF trailhead in CCC

Acorn Woodpecker: abundant and conspicuous in the oak-juniper belt throughout

Gile Woodpecker: noisy and conspicuous in deserts and riparian areas throughout

Ladder-backed Woodpecker: fairly common at low and middle elevations—several were seen

Hairy Woodpecker: a few were found at RP & BP

Arizona Woodpecker: frustratingly hard to see well—individuals were heard and seen briefly in CCC;


SC & ScC but none provided satisfying views

Northern Flicker (red-shafted form): fairly common at high elevations (RP; BP &Carr Cyn)

Gilded Flicker: though these are common in and around saguaros outside of Tucson they proved to


be difficult to see well; this was likely due to the timing of our visits to the preferred habitat


rather than a scarcity of the birds

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet: this tiny, drab flycatcher was seen very well at close range at PL;


another was heard on the road to CG

Greater Pewee: a very nice view at Carr Cyn—this made the winding drive and steep climb worthwhile

Western Wood-Pewee: if you missed this you should consider becoming a philatelist

Cordilleran Flycatcher: the only one was at RP where the neighborhood dogs kept us at bay

Buff-breasted Flycatcher: 3-5 were easily seen at SC—finally an empidonax we can identify!

Black Phoebe: fairly common near water

Say’s Phoebe: individuals were along Foothills Rd outside Portal; at the Paradise cemetery at the SPR

Vermillion Flycatcher: PL; SPR and near RR—generally quite easy to see

Dusky-capped Flycatcher: frequently heard and seldom seen—cooperative individuals were at


MC and SF

Ash-throated Flycatcher: great views at PL during the gnatcatcher search; also at SNP and outside Portal

Brown-crested Flycatcher: PRR; CCC and in Portal—always very noisy

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher: the rubber ducky bird—seen well at CCC and MC

Tropical Kingbird: two cavorted on the wires and in a pasture near RR

Cassin’s Kingbird: common and seen daily from desert valleys to oak-pine woodland

Western Kingbird: also common and seen daily but generally confined to lower elevations than Cassin’s

Thick-billed Kingbird: very good studies at the PRR after an intensive search

Rose-throated Becard: a pair rebuilding the nest at PRR—our timing here was impeccable

Loggerhead Shrike: common in deserts and agricultural areas

Bell’s Vireo: common in willows and mesquite near water—most conspicuous at PL 

Plumbeous Vireo: RP; CCC and MC

Hutton’s Vireo: common in oaks—seen best in ScC during the spotted owl trek

Warbling Vireo: individuals were at PL and RP indicating post breeding dispersal has begun

Steller’s Jay: a few were noted at BP & RP

Western Scrub-Jay: very local in SE AZ—seen only in the desert outside Portal

Mexican Jay: noisy, conspicuous and unavoidable in oak-juniper habitat in all mountain ranges

Chihuahuan Raven: the smaller and more social AZ raven—it was common from Sierra Vista eastward

Common Raven: the raven of riparian areas and the mountains—it replaces the Chihuahuan Raven as you


move west from Sierra Vista

Purple Martin: a few were seen in the saguaros west of Tucson and at SNP—this was the Sonoran race


Which nests in saguaro cavities

Violet-green Swallow: small numbers were noted along PRd outside of Portal and near Sierra Vista

Cliff Swallow: a few were seen in Rodeo NM; also a small colony of the Mexican race was breeding


at Fry’s in Sierra Vista

Barn Swallow: very common

Mexican Chickadee: several flocks were encountered in the Chiricahuas—highest numbers were at BP

Bridled Titmouse: common in oak-juniper belt and in Patagonia area

Juniper Titmouse: seen only at the feeders at GWH

Verdin: common in desert scrub

Bushtit: a small flock was working the junipers along PRd

*Red-breasted Nuthatch: heard at RP and BP

White-breasted Nuthatch: fairly common

Pygmy Nuthatch: noisy and numerous in RP & BP

Brown Creeper: a few were found at RP & BP

Cactus Wren: seen most days in appropriate habitat i.e. wherever there was cacti

Rock Wren: two were seen very well along RRd

Canyon Wren: heard almost daily but the only one seen was on a woodpile at MC

Bewick’s Wren: widespread and seen most days

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: one heard along SF and another seen on the drive down from RP

Black-tailed Gnatcatcher: one was seen briefly outside Portal

American Robin: a few were seen at RP, CCC and MC

Northern Mockingbird: very common—many seen

Bendire’s Thrasher: this one proved difficult but two were finally seen well in McNeal AZ

Curve-billed Thrasher: the common thrasher—it was seen or heard everyday

Crissal Thrasher: 5-7 were heard and seen briefly on Foothills Rd outside of Portal

European Starling: a few were in Rodeo NM

Phainopepla: seen most days—it was most abundant along Sonoita Creek where hundreds were seen flying


by at the PRR

Olive Warbler: those who made the second trip up to BP were rewarded with great views of 3-5 birds 


including one very colorful male

Virginia’s Warbler: a few were found in the mixed flocks at RP

Lucy’s Warbler:  great looks from 15 feet of one foraging in a mesquite at PL

Yellow Warbler: a few at PL, PRR and SPR

Yellow-rumped Warbler: a few in a mixed flock at BP

Black-throated Gray Warbler: singles were recorded on the way to RP, along SF, ScC and MC

Grace’s Warbler: 8-10 among the mixed flocks at RP & BP

Common Yellowthroat: PL; SPR; SW

Red-faced Warbler: one was seen by a few at BP; another was seen well by almost everyone in MC;


this species always produces euphoria among visiting birders

Painted Redstart: close-up views of a family group in MC; another was seen along SF of CCC

Yellow-breasted Chat: many were singing at PL; others were present behind the hotel in Portal and at SPR

Hepatic Tanager: a nice male posed for scope views in SC

Summer Tanager: common in riparian areas; quite a few at PL and SPR

Western Tanager: fairly widespread migrant—seen various places

Spotted Towhee: nice views at GWH and in Carr Cyn

Canyon Towhee: 6-8 were seen on Foothills Rd outside of Portal; a few were also at ACB&B

Abert’s Towhee: easily seen at SW; not easily seen at SPR

Rufous-winged Sparrow: a cooperative singer on RRd west of Nogales—this species loves mesquite with 

a grassy understory

Cassin’s Sparrow: scope views on the NM side of SR; others were singing on FH and RRd

Botteri’s Sparrow: less widespread than the preceding species but still fairly common—one perched 


on a fence within ten feet on the NM side of SR; others were heard on RRd and at FH

Rufous-crowned Sparrow: best looks along PRd outside of Portal where a singer gave scope views

Five-striped Sparrow:the hardest part to seeing this rare sparrow was getting there; once we made CG


we had excellent scope views

Chipping Sparrow: several small flocks were around the Paradise cemetery where they are normally found


in late summer

Black-chinned Sparow: seen only by John, Jan and Harlow on PRd

Lark Sparrow: small flocks were seen in various places

Black-throated Sparrow: this handsome species was common in desert scrub

Song Sparrow: PRR & SW

Yellow-eyed Junco: very conspicuous at RP, BP and SC

Northern Cardinal: easily seen at PL and along the wash in Portal

Pyrrhuloxia: great views of 2-3 at SNP visitor’s center

Black-headed Grosbeak: common but pleasing at a variety of locations

Blue Grosbeak: very common in mesquite grassland and desert scrub—great views at the feeders next to


the hotel in Portal

Lazuli Bunting: a female visited the feeders next to the hotel in Portal

Varied Bunting: cooperative birds were seen at the south end of the PRR and in CG

Red-winged Blackbird: seen at a few ponds near Nogales and at SW

Eastern Meadowlark (Lillian’s form): seen well at WP and near RR—this form is distinguishable


by the extensive white shown in the tail during flight; strangely, Western Meadowlarks


are not present in SE AZ during the summer months

Yellow-headed Blackbird: one at a pond in Nogales and another at SW

Great-tailed Grackle: widespread in cities, towns and in agricultural areas

Bronzed Cowbird: one male in the corral adjacent to PF in Patagonia

Brown-headed Cowbird: common and widespread

Hooded Oriole: several were on the hotel grounds in Tucson; others were seen at GWH and in Sierra Vista

Bullock’s Oriole: a female was seen by a few at SW

Scott’s Oriole: one perched briefly on the hillside along the SF of CCC; another sang from the agaves


along PRd while we watched the pygmy-owl

House Finch: this is where it belongs—seen everyday

Lesser Goldfinch: very common and widespread at most elevations and in many different habitats

House Sparrow: common in cities and towns including Portal

The following mammals were identified during the tour:

Desert Cottontail

Eastern Cottontail

Black-tailed Jackrabbit

Mexican Fox Squirrel

Arizona Gray Squirrel

Rock Squirrel

Round-tailed Ground Squirrel

Harris’s Antelope Squirrel

Cliff Chipmunk

Coyote

Western Hognose Skunk

Pronghorn

Collared Peccary

Mule Deer

White-tailed Deer (Coues race)

The following butterflies were identified during the tour:

Pipevine Swallowtail

Two-tailed Swallowtail
Orange Sulphur

Cloudless Sulphur

Sleepy Orange

Dainty Sulphur

Gray Hairstreak

Ceraunus Blue

Variegated Fritillary

Tiny Checkerspot

Mourning Cloak

Red Admiral

Painted Lady

West Coast Lady

Red-spotted Purple

California Sister

Red Satyr

Queen

Golden-banded Skipper

Northern Cloudywing

Common Checkered-Skipper

Taxiles Skipper

The following reptiles were identified during the tour:

Woodhouse’s Toad

Bullfrog

Western Box Turtle

Clark’s Spiny Lizard

Coachwhip

Banded Rock Rattlesnake

