Otus asio Tours

The Texas Hill Country and the Rio Grande Valley

April 17th-April 26th, 2003

Leader: Mark Korducki
Sites Visited:  Lost Maples State Park, Neal’s Lodge, Frio Bat Cave, Kickapoo Caverns State Park, Nueces River, Bravo Bend Nature Trail (Laredo), San Ygnacio, Chapeno, Salineno, Falcon County Park, Edinburg Wetlands, Llano Grande, LaFeria Sod Farms, Santa Ana NWR, Anzaldulas County Park,  McAllen Sewage Ponds, Bentsen State Park, San Benito, Old Port Isabel Road, South Padre Island (SPI), The Inn at El Canelo, Riviera Beach

Least Grebe………………………………McAllen Sewage Ponds

Pied-billed Grebe…………………………McAllen Sewage Ponds and SPI

American White Pelican…………………Edinburg Wetlands and Llano Grande

Brown Pelican……………………………SPI and Riviera Beach

Neotropic Cormorant…………………….fairly common along the Rio Grande

Double-crested Cormorant………………wetlands throughout; nice comparison to Neotropic at Salineno

American Bittern………………………..one vocalizing at the SPI boardwalk

Least Bittern……………………………..nice views along the SPI boardwalk

Great Blue Heron………………………..common at wetlands throughout

Great Egret………………………………seen almost daily

Snowy Egret……………………………..fairly common in wetland habitat

Little Blue Heron………………………..Santa Ana, adult and white juvenile along Old Port Isabel Road

Tricolored Heron………………………...Salineno, SPI

Reddish Egret……………………………both color morphs and one intermediate on SPI

Cattle Egret………………………………common in pastures throughout

Green Heron…………………………….common in freshwater habitat

Yellow-crowned Night Heron…………..a group of 3 at Santa Ana

White Ibis……………………………….one distant flock along Old Port Isabel Road

White-faced Ibis………………………...McAllen Sewage Ponds and 4 birds on the way out to SPI

Roseate Spoonbill……………………….fortunate to find one at Llano Grande

Black Vulture……………………………good views throughout

Turkey Vulture………………………….seen daily in good numbers

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck…………..seen daily, one hen with 16 ducklings at McAllen Sewage Ponds

Fulvous Whistling-Duck………………...great looks at Santa Ana

Muscovy Duck…………………………..a great find at Chapeno with excellent looks

Mexican Duck (Mallard)………..………on the river at Salineno

Mottled Duck……………………………fairly common at wetland areas in the valley

Blue-winged Teal……………………….common at wetlands throughout

Northern Shoveler………………………Edinburg Wetlands and Riviera Beach

Ruddy Duck…………………………….lingering birds at Llano Grande

Osprey…………………………………..seen along the Rio Grande at SPI

Hook-billed Kite………………………..1-2 birds seen over Santa Ana

White-tailed Kite……………………….Santa Ana and along Old Port Isabel Road

Mississippi Kite…………………………impressive kettles at Santa Ana and El Canelo!

Sharp-shinned Hawk……………………seen almost daily

Gray Hawk……………………………..great scope views at Bentsen, heard at Anzaldulas

Harris’s Hawk…………………………..very common in the valley especially near Falcon Dam

Red-shouldered Hawk………………….seen at Lost Maples and Santa Ana

Broad-winged Hawk……………………small kettles seen on several occasions

Swainson’s Hawk………………………common after the first day

White-tailed Hawk……………………..one seen very well north of El Canelo along Hwy. 77

Zone-tailed Hawk………………………a nesting pair at Lost Maples

Red-tailed Hawk………………………..fairly common throughout

Crested Caracara………………………..common after the first day 

American Kestrel……………………….a few seen along the roadsides

Peregrine Falcon………………………..one seen over the Edinburg Wetlands

Plain Chachalaca………………………..best views at Bentsen, vocal at dawn and dusk

Wild Turkey…………………………….common in the Hill Country and at El Canelo

Scaled Quail…………………………….great views along the Salineno Short Cut Road 

Northern Bobwhite……………………..Kickapoo Caverns, Cty. Rd. 202 and El Canelo

Clapper Rail…………………………….very cooperative mid-day at the SPI boardwalk

Sora……………………………………..heard at Santa Ana and great views at SPI

Common Moorhen………………………Edinburg, Santa Ana, and one with young on SPI

American Coot………………………….Edinburg, Santa Ana and Old Port Isabel Road

Black-bellied Plover…………………….SPI and Riviera Beach

Snowy Plover…………………………....close views on SPI

Wilson’s Plover………………………….eventually knock out looks at SPI

Semipalmated Plover……………………SPI:  a great study of ringed plovers

Piping Plover……………………………several birds on SPI

Killdeer………………………………….seen on several days at a variety of habitats

Black-necked Stilt………………………common throughout but always spectacular

American Avocet……………………….on a pond near Falcon Dam and on SPI

Greater Yellowlegs……………………..Llano Grande and El Canelo

Lesser Yellowlegs………………………seen at a variety of wetland habitats

Solitary Sandpiper………………………fairly common at inland wetlands

Willet……………………………………Old Port Isabel Road on fenceposts and SPI

Spotted Sandpiper……………………….fairly common throughout

Upland Sandpiper……………………….one bird at the LaFeria Sod Farms

Whimbrel………………………………..common along Old Port Isabel Road and SPI

Ruddy Turnstone………………………..a few on SPI

Sanderling……………………………….SPI and Riviera Beach

Semipalmated Sandpiper………………..seen on SPI

Western Sandpiper………………………best views at the McAllen Sewage Ponds

Least Sandpiper………………………….common at wetlands throughout

Baird’s Sandpiper……………………….great scope views on Cty. Rd 100 near Concan

Dunlin…………………………………...several on SPI

Stilt Sandpiper…………………………..best views at the Edinburg Wetlands

Short-billed Dowitcher………………….alternate plumage birds on SPI and near Riviera Beach

Long-billed Dowitcher…………………. more common inland, great views at Edinburg

Wilson’s Phalarope……………………...2 spinning birds at the Edinburg Wetlands

Laughing Gull……………………………common from Falcon Dam to the coast

Franklin’s Gull…………………………...several “pink” birds on SPI

Ring-billed Gull………………………….Edinburg and SPI

Herring Gull……………………………...a few on SPI

Gull-billed Tern………………………….great views along Old Port Isabel Road and SPI

Caspian Tern…………………………….SPI and Riviera Beach

Royal Tern………………………………common on SPI

Sandwich Tern………………………….great scope views on SPI

Forster’s Tern……………………………one bird at the Edinburg Wetlands

Least Tern……………………………….seen at Laredo, Edinburg and on SPI

Black Skimmer………………………….found only on SPI

Rock Dove………………………………seen daily near farms or in urban habitat

Red-billed Pigeon……………………….2 close flyovers at Salineno

Eurasian Collared-Dove…………………seen in Bracketville and LaHoya

White-winged Dove…………………….seen daily in good numbers

Mourning Dove………………………….seen daily in open areas

Inca Dove………………………………..common near homes and farms

Common Ground-Dove………………….more common in arid habitats

White-tipped Dove………………………fairly common in the valley, best views at Chapeno

Green Parakeet…………………………..great scope views in San Benito

Red-crowned Parrot……………………..3 flying birds in San Benito

Greater Roadrunner………………………seen along Hwy 674, Salineno and at El Canelo

Groove-billed Ani………………………..great scope views at Santa Ana of 3 birds

Eastern Screech-Owl…………………….heard only at Bentsen

Great Horned Owl……………………….one nestling still present at El Canelo

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl………………...great views of the pair at El Canelo

Elf Owl…………………………………..a great show at Bentsen

Lesser Nighthawk……………………….fairly common, best views at Salineno and Bentsen

Common Nighthawk…………………….fairly common and vocal throughout

Common Pauraque………………………heard at several locations, best views at Bentsen

Common Poorwill……………………….heard only near the Frio Bat Cave

Chuck-will’s-widow……………………..heard and seen near the Bat Cave and heard at Neal’s Lodge

Chimney Swift…………………………...fairly common throughout

Buff-bellied Hummingbird………………great scope views at Santa Ana

Ruby-throated Hummingbird…………….seen at Neal’s Lodge and SPI

Black-chinned Hummingbird……………very common in the Hill Country

Ringed Kingfisher……………………….a very cooperative pair at Chapeno

Green Kingfisher…………………………seen at Nueces River, Laredo, San Ygnacio and Salineno

Golden-fronted Woodpecker…………….a nice daily sighting

Ladder-backed Woodpecker……………..also seen every day

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet…………..heard only at Bentsen

Eastern Wood-Pewee…………………….found at Lost Maples and SPI

Acadian Flycatcher……………………….Lost Maples

Willow Flycatcher………………………..an obliging bird that vocalized at Bentsen (trip bird #200)

Black Phoebe……………………………..seen at stream crossings in the Hill Country

Eastern Phoebe……………………………common in the Hill Country, nesting at Lost Maples

Vermillion Flycatcher…………………….common in the Hill Country and seen at Falcon County Park

Ash-throated Flycatcher………………….common in more arid habitats

Great Crested Flycatcher…………………one vocalizing bird at Santa Ana

Brown-crested Flycatcher…………………recorded daily, best views at Salineno

Great Kiskadee……………………………common once we reached Laredo

Tropical Kingbird…………………………a vocalizing pair along Military Highway east of Bentsen

Couch’s Kingbird…………………………very common near the Rio Grande

Western Kingbird…………………………recorded daily in open habitat

Eastern Kingbird………………………….seen in the same tree with Western Kingbirds on SPI

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher………………….a spectacular sight every day of the trip!

Rose-throated Becard……………………..great views of the female tending to her nest at Santa Ana

Loggerhead Shrike………………………..fairly common in open habitat

White-eyed Vireo…………………………common and vocal, great views of bathing bird at Neal’s Lodge

Bell’s Vireo……………………………….also common and vocal in the Hill Country

Black-capped Vireo……………………….good views of several striking birds at Kickapoo Caverns

Gray Vireo…………………………………a cooperative bird on territory at Kickapoo Caverns

Yellow-throated Vireo…………………….Lost Maples where one chased a Golden-cheeked Warbler

Red-eyed Vireo……………………………common at Lost Maples

Green Jay………………………………….Salineno, Bentsen and great views at Santa Ana

Brown Jay…………………………………a family group at Chapeno

Western Scrub-Jay………………………..Kickapoo Caverns and Neal’s Lodge

Chihuahuan Raven………………………..common toward Falcon Dam and on the way to SPI

Common Raven…………………………...fairly common in the Hill Country

Horned Lark………………………………seen at the LaFeria Sod Farms and Old Port Isabel Road

Purple Martin……………………………..seen daily

Tree Swallow……………………………..a few tardy birds at Llano Grande

N. Rough-winged Swallow……………….fairly common near rivers and streams

Bank Swallows……………………………seen at Laredo and Chapeno

Cave Swallow……………………………..seen daily, best views along 83 north of Laredo

Barn Swallow……………………………..common in open areas throughout

Carolina Chickadee……………………….found easily in the Hill Country

Black-crested Titmouse…………………..seen daily in good numbers

Verdin…………………………………….fairly common in arid habitats

Cactus Wren……………………………….best views at Falcon County Park

Rock Wren…………………………………great look at the Frio Bat Cave

Canyon Wren………………………………Lost Maples and the Frio Bat Cave

Carolina Wren……………………………..common in the Hill Country and Santa Ana

Bewick’s Wren…………………………….abundant in the Hill Country and arid habitats in the valley

House Wren………………………………..found at Salineno and Chapeno

Marsh Wren………………………………..found along the SPI boardwalk

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher……………………..common in the Hill Country

Eastern Bluebird……………………………seen in Utopia and at the rest area along Hwy. 90 

Townsend’s Solitaire……………………….a surprising pair at Lost Maples

Swainson’s Thrush………………………….one bird on SPI

Clay-colored Robin…………………………great views at Santa Ana and Anzaldulas

American Robin…………………………….one at Neal’s Lodge was a surprise

Gray Catbird………………………………..seen at SPI

Northern Mockingbird………………………recorded daily

Long-billed Thrasher……………………….common in the Hill Country and the valley

Curve-billed Thrasher………………………best views at El Canelo

European Starling…………………………..seen daily

Cedar Waxwing……………………………..seen at a surprising number of locations

Tennessee Warbler………………………….Santa Ana and common on SPI

Orange-crowned Warbler…………………..fairly common in the Hill Country

Nashville Warbler…………………………..Lost Maples, Santa Ana, SPI, El Canelo

Northern Parula……………………………..Lost Maples

Tropical Parula……………………………..eventually seen very well at Santa Ana

Yellow Warbler……………………………..Bentsen, SPI, El Canelo

Yellow-rumped Warbler…………………….both Audubon’s and Myrtle at Kickapoo Caverns

Golden-cheeked Warbler……………………a great view at Lost Maples with some persistance!

Black-throated Green Warbler………………Santa Ana and SPI

Yellow-throated Warbler……………………an excellent view at Neal’s Lodge

Black-and-white Warbler……………………Lost Maples, Kickapoo Caverns, and SPI

Northern Waterthrush………………………..SPI

Louisiana Watertrush………………………..Lost Maples

Kentucky Warbler……………………………nice looks in Barbara’s backyard on SPI

Common Yellowthroat………………………San Ygnacio, Santa Ana, SPI

Hooded Warbler……………………………..a female on SPI

Wilson’s Warbler…………………………….Lost Maples and SPI

Yellow-breasted Chat………………………..common and vocal in the Hill Country, Santa Ana

Summer Tanager……………………………..common in the Hill Country and on SPI

White-collared Seedeater…………………….great views by all of singing male at San Ygnacio, Laredo

Olive Sparrow………………………………..common throughout, good looks at Neal’s Lodge feeder

Spotted Towhee………………………………one still at Neal’s Lodge feeder

Canyon Towhee………………………………Neal’s Lodge and Kickapoo Caverns

Cassin’s Sparrow……………………………..many heard, best views at Old Port Isabel Road

Botteri’s Sparrow……………………………..scope views of a singing male along Old Port Isabel Road

Rufous-crowned Sparrow…………………….common in the Hill Country, great view at Lost Maples

Chipping Sparrow…………………………….common in the Hill Country

Clay-colored Sparrow………………………...common in the Hill Country and great look on SPI

Field Sparrow…………………………………Neal’s Lodge and Kickapoo Caverns

Vesper Sparrow………………………………..SPI and out of habitat bird at Santa Ana

Lark Sparrow………………………………….very common along roadsides throughout

Black-throated Sparrow……………………….common in arid habitat

Savannah Sparrow…………………………….seen near Neal’s Lodge and on SPI

Grasshopper Sparrow………………………….singing along County Road 202 near Uvalde

Lincoln’s Sparrow……………………………..fairly common yet in the Hill Country and on SPI

Swamp Sparrow……………………………….San Ygnacio and Santa Ana

White-crowned Sparrow………………………lingering at Kickapoo Caverns and road 202

Northern Cardinal…………………………….seen daily in a variety of habitats

Pyrrhuloxia………………………………….. common in arid habitats especially at El Canelo

Rose-breasted Grosbeak……………………..a pair on SPI

Blue Grosbeak………………………………..Neal’s Lodge, Kickapoo Caverns, San Ygnacio

Lazuli Bunting………………………………..one male at Kickapoo Caverns

Indigo Bunting………………………………..Lost Maples and SPI

Painted Bunting……………………………….good looks by all, best view at San Ygnacio

Dickcissel……………………………………..SPI and El Canelo

Red-winged Blackbird………………………..recorded daily

Eastern Meadowlark………………………….found near Falcon Dam and along Old Port Isabel Road

Yellow-headed Blackbird…………………….Chapeno and Falcon County Park, SPI

Brewer’s Blackbird…………………………..common along 77 north of El Canelo and at rest stop

Common Grackle…………………………….found only in Utopia

Great-tailed Grackle………………………….seen daily in large numbers!

Bronzed Cowbird……………………………..first seen in Laredo then common after that

Brown-headed Cowbird………………………common throughout

Orchard Oriole………………………………..Neal’s Lodge and SPI

Hooded Oriole…………………………………best views at El Canelo

Altamira Oriole……………………………….Santa Ana and Chapeno

Audubon’s Oriole……………………………..a great look at Salineno

Baltimore Oriole………………………………Santa Ana and on SPI

Bullock’s Oriole……………………………….fairly common in more arid habitat

Scott’s Oriole………………………………….a beautiful sight and sound at Kickapoo Caverns

House Finch…………………………………...common in the Hill Country

Pine Siskin…………………………………….a late individual at the feeders at Lost Maples

Lesser Goldfinch………………………………common in the Hill Country and one bird at El Canelo

American Goldfinch…………………………..one bird still at Kickapoo Caverns

House Sparrow…………………………………seen daily 

*Aplomado Falcon…………………………….not countable by ABA rules but still a great find at Old Port Isabel Road

Mammals

Coyote

White-tailed Deer

Eastern Fox Squirrel

Rock Squirrel

Spotted Ground Squirrel

Hispid Cotton Rat

Eastern Cottontail

Desert Cottontail

Black-tailed Jackrabbit

Reptiles

Green Anole

Red-eared Slider

Spiny Soft-shelled Turtle

Diamondback Water Snake

