NORTHEASTERN WISCONSIN & DULUTH

FEBRUARY 1-7, 2004

OTUS ASIO TOURS

Leaders: Jan Hansen & Don Van Duyse

Boldface=rare or of special interest

Double-crested Cormorant: one at the mouth of the Fox River in Green Bay—probably injured

Canada Goose: common near open water—highest numbers in the Green Bay area

American Black Duck: small numbers among the Mallards on the Fox and Wolf Rivers in WI

Mallard: abundant near open water

Common Goldeneye: seen only on the Wolf River in Shawano WI

Common Merganser: small numbers at the mouth of the Fox River in GB; a few also on the Wolf River

Bald Eagle: adults were seen in WI & MN—best view in Aitken Cty where one sat atop a spruce

Northern Harrier: brief looks at an adult in the Hofa Park area west of Green Bay

Northern Goshawk: fantastic scope views of this secretive raptor in the Sax-Zim bog—a rare treat

Red-tailed Hawk: the common raptor of the tour

Rough-legged Hawk: excellent views in WI at Navarino and in Hofa Park; another was seen briefly at the


Buena Vista grasslands in WI

American Kestrel: a few were recorded in the Green Bay area

Gyrfalcon: a gray morph adult posed atop a grain elevator in the Superior harbor—great spotting by


Helen! 

Peregrine Falcon: seen the first afternoon while driving on Hwy 172 in Green Bay

Gray Partridge: two separate coveys totaling 16-20 birds were found in the Glenmore area south of GB

Ring-necked Pheasant: a female was seen  picking grit along the roadside near the town of Navarino WI

Sharp-tailed Grouse: 6 were found budding in an aspen on Gun Lake Rd in Aitken Cty MN

Greater Prairie-Chicken: a flock of 30-40 in a corn stubble field in the Buena Vista grasslands

Wild Turkey: several flocks feeding in fields outside GB totaled 100+ birds

Herring Gull: 200-300 were at the Superior landfill

Thayer’s Gull: an adult in flight provided a class in the field marks of this species

Glaucous Gull: 5-6 at the Superior landfill

Rock Pigeon: common around farms and in towns in both states

Mourning Dove: small numbers were noted daily although this species was decidedly uncommon


in northern WI and in MN

Snowy Owl: fabulous views from 100 feet of a young female at the Bong Airport in Superior;


another was seen at greater distance outside Green Bay

Northern Hawk-Owl: a beautiful performance in Burnett County WI; it was freezing while we watched


this bird, but this is a bird worth freezing over!

Barred Owl: one (possibly two) were seen along Rt 18 in MN as we searched for the Great Gray

Great Gray Owl: a classic pose atop a birch snag in Sax-Zim bog—the light snow falling only


enhanced the scene; after tiring of our eyes it disappeared silently into the bog

Red-bellied Woodpecker: a few seen at feeders during the week

Downy Woodpecker: fairly common, especially at feeders

Hairy Woodpecker: less common than the previous species but seen most days

Black-backed Woodpecker: this phantom was unmasked in the Sax-Zim bog when a gorgeous male


flew in and worked a dying spruce at a distance of 30 feet—so close that people refused


to look through the scope!

Pileated Woodpecker: best views were of one on a telephone pole in Crow Wing Cty MN; another


was in the Sax-Zim bog and a few more were noted while driving

Northern Shrike: recorded in small numbers in open areas in both states—the best looks were at the


Buena Vista grasslands

Gray Jay: fairly common in forested areas in northern WI and outside Duluth

Blue Jay: seen most days in small numbers

Black-billed Magpie: 2 were found in Aitken Cty MN near Gun Lake; this is the western edge of this 


species range and it occurs there in very small numbers

American Crow: common and ubiquitous

Common Raven: seen in small numbers in northern WI and in the Sax-Zim bog area

Horned Lark: easily seen in open fields, agricultural areas and along roadsides

Black-capped Chickadee: common in forested areas, bogs and at feeders

Boreal Chickadee: this species tried very hard to be our nemesis but was finally revealed in the Sax-Zim 


bog; when 2  finally appeared they gave excellent views; another was seen briefly by a few


people at Pine Lake in WI

Red-breasted Nuthatch: a few were noted at Pine Lake in WI during the Boreal Chickadee search

White-breasted Nuthatch: fairly common in forested areas, in towns and at feeders

Brown Creeper: one made a surprise showing among a mixed flock at Pine Lake in WI

European Starling: abundant and seen daily

Cedar Waxwing: a few were in Denmark WI while we waited in vain for the Varied Thrush; a few more 


were among the Bohemians in Deerwood MN

Bohemian Waxwing: a flock of 300-400 put on quite a show in Deerwood MN

American Tree Sparrow: fairly common in brushy areas and at feeders in the Green Bay area

Dark-eyed Junco: seen in small numbers at feeders near Green Bay

Snow Bunting: several small flocks were seen from the vehicles in both states

Northern Cardinal: fairly common around feeders in the Green Bay area

Pine Grosbeak: surprisingly, these were seen only at a few feeders in Aitken Cty MN

House Finch: seen at feeders in the Green Bay area

White-winged Crossbill: a flock of 10-15 was seen feeding on spruce cones in Aitken Cty MN; the silent 


and barren bog provided an appropriate backdrop

Common Redpoll: a major invasion year provided a chance for everyone to see a “bazillion”

Hoary Redpoll: great scope views of one perched in a tree in Langlade Cty WI during a bathroom break;


Another was Steve Blanich’s feeders in Deerwood MN

Pine Siskin: seen only at a feeder in Palisade MN

American Goldfinch: seen in small numbers at feeders in both states

Evening Grosbeak: 50-75 were at a feeding station in Menominee Cty WI; a few others were seen


at feeders in MN

House Sparrow: common around farms and in the Green Bay area

