SOUTH FLORIDA & DRY TORTUGAS

APRIL 23-MAY 2, 2004

OTUS ASIO TOURS

Leader: Jan Hansen

Abbreviations: BW=Babcock-Webb; BCB=Big Cypress Boardwalk; ENP=Everglades National Park;  FJ=Fort Jefferson; FZT=Fort Zachary Taylor; KWBG=Key West Botanical Garden; LOD=Lake Okeechobee Dike; MRSP=Myakka River State Park; ONC=Okeeheelee Nature Center; TB=Tigertail Beach; TT=Tamiami Trail; WW=Wakodahatchee Wetlands; (*)= heard only; boldface= geographically or seasonally rare or, of special interest

Pied-billed Grebe: only one in ENP

Masked Booby: 15-20 on Hospital Key near FJ

Brown Booby: 3-5 flushed off of a channel marker on the return trip from FJ

Northern Gannet: 3-5 seen during boat trip to FJ

American White Pelican: 30+ seen from LOD at Clewiston; 20+ at West Lake in ENP

Brown Pelican: many seen in coastal areas

Double-crested Cormorant: many recorded daily

Anhinga: seen daily at numerous locations throughout but absent from the Keys

Magnificent Frigatebird: great views as they hung above us at FJ; also seen in Miami and in the Keys

Least Bittern: great looks at one stalking prey, and being stalked by a big gator at WW

Great Blue Heron: recorded near water almost daily

Great Egret: very common and recorded almost daily

Snowy Egret: recorded almost daily in lesser numbers than above species

Little Blue Heron: the least common diurnal heron but still recorded most days—usually only a few

Tricolored Heron: very common—recorded most days

Reddish Egret: recorded in salt water pans and brackish areas in the Keys—only a few seen

Cattle Egret: the most abundant heron—seen in large numbers throughout

Green Heron: recorded in moderate numbers on most days

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: one on a flimsy nest at the Sanibel lighthouse

White Ibis: recorded daily in fairly large numbers

Glossy Ibis: a few along the TT; also at the Serenoa Golf Course and WW

Roseate Spoonbill: 12-15 in the Wood Stork colony at Paurotis Pond in ENP

Wood Stork: a few along TT and Hwy 70; 100+ at Paurotis Pond in ENP

Black Vulture: recorded in large numbers everywhere but the Keys where it is absent

Turkey Vulture: recorded in large numbers everywhere including the Keys

Wood Duck: a few were seen at ONC during the Painted Bunting vigil

Mottled Duck: a few seen at various places including the Serenoa Golf Course & WW

Blue-winged Teal: Serenoa Golf Course & ENP

Osprey: very common throughout

Swallow-tailed Kite: common but beautiful—the highlight was a close encounter with one at Eco Pond in 


ENP

Snail Kite: 4-6 seen near Shark Valley along the TT

Bald Eagle: one along I-75 near Ft Myers and another on Hwy 72

Red-shouldered Hawk: south Florida’s common buteo—seen very well at many locations

Red-tailed Hawk: one at Old Venus while we searched for Red-headed Woodpecker

American Kestrel: one was at FJ and another on Big Pine Key

Merlin: FJ provided the only sighting

Northern Bobwhite: several were calling at BW; one provided a quick glimpse as it dashed across the road

Purple Gallinule: the best views were at WW; another was at Eco Pong in ENP

Common Moorhen: seen on most ponds and lakes throughout—less common in the Keys

American Coot: small numbers recorded in ENP and at ONC

Limpkin: excellent scope views at MRSP

Sandhill Crane: fairly common in the central prairie region

Black-bellied Plover: a large flock roosted on the flats at Ohio Key; a few others at TB

Snowy Plover: great views of 2-3 at TB—these provided excellent comparisons with nearby Wilson’s

Wilson’s Plover: excellent close range views at TB—15+ were noted

Semipalmated Plover: recorded in moderate numbers at TB, others were at FJ and Ohio Key—a wheeling


group in flight at Ohio Key provided a memorable moment

Piping Plover: 20+ at TB

Killdeer: the only ones were at the pay station at BW

Black-necked Stilt: Serenoa Golf Course and WW

Greater Yellowlegs: one at MRSP while we watched the Limpkin

Lesser Yellowlegs: MRSP, ENP and FJ

Willet: TB; ENP & FJ

Spotted Sandpiper: a few noted in appropriate habitat

Marbled Godwit: one rested with a flock of Willet at the foot of 7 Mile Bridge

Ruddy Turnstone: recorded in fair numbers on the  Sanibel Causeway; ENP and in the Keys

Sanderling: one was with a group of turnstones on the Sanibel Causeway

Semipalmated Sandpiper: a few at TB and on Ohio Key

Western Sandpiper: a few were noted at Ohio Key

Least Sandpiper: the most common peep—recorded at TB, ENP and in the Keys

White-rumped Sandpiper: excellent views of two on Ohio Key

Dunlin: 50+ were seen roosting at TB

Short-billed Dowitcher: a few at TB and along US-1 in the Keys

Laughing Gull: common and ubiquitous nearly everywhere

Ring-billed Gull: seen in small numbers on the mainland and in the upper Keys

Herring Gull: one begged at the lunch table on FJ

Caspian Tern: a few at TB and in ENP

Royal Tern: TB; ENP;  along US-1 in the Keys and from the boat to FJ--common

Sandwich Tern: nice looks of several on the pilings at FJ

Roseate Tern: 3-5 were seen from the boat during the trip to FJ—unfortunately none were very close

Common Tern: two were on the pilings at FJ

Least Tern: the most common tern of the trip—many were seen most days

Bridled Tern: several flybys from the boat to FJ—a few were fairly close and provided nice views

Sooty Tern: 1000+ in the tern colony at FJ

Brown Noddy: thousands at FJ—one roosting on the coal dock gave great scope views

Black Skimmer: seen only at TB where 2-3 were present

Rock Pigeon: common in urban and suburban areas

White-crowned Pigeon: first was at West Lake in ENP; also seen in various places along the Keys

Eurasian Collared-Dove: possibly the most abundant bird of the trip—an amazing explosion in south


Florida in the last 10 years

White-winged Dove: seen in various locales but never common—highest numbers in the Homestead area

Mourning Dove: seen daily but in significantly lower numbers than the ECD

Common Ground-Dove: TB; BW; ENP—the bird in the dunes at TB gave the best look

Monk Parakeet: seen in several locales but the best looks were at Baptist Hospital

Yellow-chevroned Parakeet: several visited feeders in the Kendall area 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: great looks at FJ; others were at FZT and the Sanibel Lighthouse

Mangrove Cuckoo: excellent views by everyone of this skulking an enigmatic species on the Bear Lake 


Trail and at the Key Largo Botanical Site

Smooth-billed Ani: five were very cooperative at the Ft. Lauderdale airport—this species has become


very rare in FL

Eastern Screech-Owl: one at the Sanibel Lighthouse; at least two others at Long Pine Key in ENP

Barred Owl: one responded to a tape at the BCB and gave quite a performance

Burrowing Owl: 2 in subdivision on Marco Island on the way to TB

Common Nighthawk: Sanibel Lighthouse; BW & ENP—fairly widespread in these areas

Antillean Nighthawk: two appeared on cue on Stock Island just east of Key West--a real treat

Chuck-will’s-widow: one sat briefly in the light in ENP—it gave quite a concert and a nice aerial show

Chimney Swift: a few in Arcadia, Kendall and at FJ

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: at least two were at FJ

Belted Kingfisher: two were seen from the van on the last day

Red-headed Woodpecker: 2 at Venus Flatwoods north of Clewiston

Red-bellied Woodpecker: seen daily—impossible to miss visually or audibly

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: one at FJ was a bit of a surprise

Downy Woodpecker: Kendall and ONC

Red-cockaded Woodpecker: two at BW afforded everyone great views

Northern Flicker: BCB & BW

Pileated Woodpecker: Sanibel Lighthouse and at the Blue Crab Café along the TT

Great Crested Flycatcher: very common in wooded areas including the Keys

LaSagra’s Flycatcher: this vagrant from the Bahamas was found during a brief stop at MP 59 on Grassy 


Key—the rarest and most unexpected bird of the trip!

Western Kingbird: one lingered near the entrance to ENP

Eastern Kingbird: a few were noted along the way—vastly outnumbered by the next species

Gray Kingbird: fairly widespread in ENP and in the Keys—first seen at the marina in ENP

Loggerhead Shrike: only a few were recorded along the TT and along Hwy 70

White-eyed Vireo: heard almost daily but one gave great views at ENP; 

Red-eyed Vireo: one at FJ

Black-whiskered Vireo: the first sighting was on No Name Key—others great views were at FJ


and at FZT

Blue Jay: common around oaks in south Florida—absent from the Keys

Florida Scrub-Jay: three seen along Old Hwy 8 near the Archbold Biological Station

American Crow: heard at Old Venus; many seen along the main road through ENP

Fish Crow: heard and seen at Baptist Hospital, Sanibel Causeway and in ENP

Purple Martin: fairly common; nesting at Robert Is Here in Homestead and at WW

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: TT & FJ

Bank Swallow: 8-10 at FJ

Cave Swallow: excellent view of the West Indian race nesting under a bridge in Cutler Ridge

Cliff Swallow: 2-3 at FJ

Barn Swallow: fairly common—recorded most days

Tufted Titmouse: one at  BCB

Brown-headed Nuthatch: 3-5 were found in the pines at BW

Carolina Wren: seen well at BCB; heard various other places—absent from the Keys

*Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: heard only at BCB

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: one fed at our feet at FJ

Red-whiskered Bulbul: 4-6 individuals were seen in Kendall—one perched on a roof was especially 


cooperative

Eastern Bluebird: 4-6 were seen at BW

Veery: one at FJ

Gray-cheeked Thrush: one seen many times throughout the day at FJ—this is a rare migrant in FL

Gray Catbird: very common and recorded almost daily

Northern Mockingbird: abundant and recorded daily

Brown Thrasher: BW & ONC

European Starling: recorded daily

Cedar Waxwing: a small flock flew over at ONC

Northern Parula: fairly common and recorded several days—one bathed in the fountain at FJ

*Yellow Warbler: the resident “Cuban Yellow” form was heard on Card Sound Road

Magnolia Warbler: 2-3 at FJ

Cape May Warbler: widespread and common—seen many places

Black-throated Blue Warbler: see above species—these two were the most common migrant warblers

Blackburnian Warbler: a striking male was at FJ

Yellow-throated Warbler; two were in the hummingbird tree at FJ

Pine Warbler: heard at BW and seen well at Old Venus

Prairie Warbler: common and conspicuous in EN; in the Keys and at FJ

Palm Warbler: very common in the lower Keys and at FJ

Blackpoll Warbler: ENP; FZT and FJ

Black-and-white Warbler: 2-3 were at FZT

American Redstart: fairly common and seen various places

Worm-eating Warbler: great views at FZT

Ovenbird: FJ and Bill Baggs State Park

Northern Waterthrush: Sanibel Lighthouse; KWBG & FJ

Common Yellowthroat: BCB; BW; ENP; FJ

Hooded Warbler: 2-3 of this handsome species were noted at FJ

Summer Tanager: a brilliant male was at FJ

Eastern Towhee: BW

Bachman’s Sparrow: a very cooperative singer gave killer scope views at BW

Savannah Sparrow: a few were at TB 

Chipping Sparrow: one was seen at the Card  Sound Bridge while searching for Cuban Yellow Warbler

Seaside Sparrow: several gave scope views in ENP although they always chose to be in the sun

Northern Cardinal: common throughout; recorded everywhere but on FJ

Blue Grosbeak: females at FJ and FZT

Indigo Bunting: ENP & FJ

Painted Bunting: a female lingered at the feeders at ONC

Red-winged Blackbird: recorded daily

Eastern Meadowlark: BW & ENP

Common Grackle: recorded daily

Boat-tailed Grackle: recorded daily in greater numbers than previous species

Shiny Cowbird: 4-6 were at the “jungle house”  feeders in Key West

Brown-headed Cowbird: seen only at ENP

Spot-breasted Oriole: a male fed in early morning light in a bottlebrush tree in Kendall

House Sparrow: unfortunately inescapable

The following non-countable exotics were also recorded during the tour:

Mitred Parakeet

Red-crowned Parrot

Common Myna

Hill Myna

The following mammals were seen during the tour”

White-tailed Deer

Eastern Fox Squirrel

Eastern Gray Squirrel

Gray Fox

Raccoon

