COASTAL MAINE & WHITE MTNS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

JUNE 4-13, 2004

OTUS ASIO TOURS

Leader: Jan Hansen

ANP=Acadia National Park; BP=Biddeford Pool; BB=Brownfield Bog; CI=Campobello Island; CP=Capisic Pond; DBB=Deblois Blueberry Barrens;  FC=Frankenstein Cliffs; GF=Gilsland Farm; GNSP=Grafton Notch State Park; GWI; Great Wass Island; JN=Jefferson Notch; KP=Kennebunk Plains; LM=Lake Messalonskee;  MSI=Machias Seal Island;  PMI=Petit Manan Island;  PP=Pine Point; PWR=Pondicherry Wildlife Refuge; QHSP=Quoddy Head State Park; SM=Scarborough Marsh; WM=Wildcat Mountain; (*)=heard only; Boldface=rare or of special interest

Common Loon: seen on various inland lakes and along the coast

Pied-billed Grebe: only one at BB

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel: only one fleeting glimpse during the whale watch trip

Northern Gannet: 2-3 on trip to MSI; 6-8 during whale watch trip

Double-crested Cormorant: very common throughout—seen on most large bodies of water

Great Blue Heron: seen at various ponds and along the coast

Great Egret: fairly common in Portland area

Snowy Egret: common in Portland area—highest numbers at SM; also a few at Weskeag Marsh

Little Blue Heron: one seen the first evening in SM

Green Heron: a pair flew by at CP in Portland

Glossy Ibis: 6-8 were seen in the area around SM

Turkey Vulture: seen almost daily but in very small numbers

Canada Goose: fairly common throughout; recorded most days but always in small numbers

Wood Duck: best views were at CP; a few were also noted at BB and near Machias

American Black Duck: a few in SM

Mallard: seen at a few marshes—not common

Green-winged Teal: one on a pond in Jonesport and another in Weskeag Marsh

Ring-necked Duck: only one was at BB 

Common Eider: common along both coasts—some flocks of 50+

Surf Scoter: 20+ were seen from the restaurant deck in Lubec

White-winged Scoter: 10-15 from the restaurant deck in Lubec

Black Scoter: a flock of 6 at Liberty Point on CI

Hooded  Merganser: a female was seen in a pond near the Whitefield Airport

Red-breasted Merganser: a few were found at BP

Osprey: seen around most large bodies of water

Bald Eagle: fairly common in northern Maine

Northern Harrier: a few scattered sightings in both states—decidedly scarce breeder in these areas

Sharp-shinned Hawk: one was seen from the van along Hwy 191 near Cutler ME

Broad-winged Hawk: fairly common in forested areas

Red-tailed Hawk: 3-4 were seen the first day along the Maine Turnpike between Portland and Kennebunk

American Kestrel: one near the town of Sidney in central ME

Merlin: one from the boat in Cutler harbor

Peregrine Falcon: two youngsters stretched their wings from the cliffs at the Precipice Trail in ANP

Ruffed Grouse: one dust bathing on the road on CI

Spruce Grouse: great views of a male on GWI—one of the trip highlights—thanks Bonnie!

Wild Turkey: singles were seen from the van in both ME & NH

Black-bellied Plover: fair numbers were seen at PP and at BP

Semipalmated Plover: one working the shore at BP

Piping Plover: one sitting on a nest on the beach at PP

Killdeer: seen most days in very small numbers

Willet: common in SM and at BP

Upland Sandpiper: 2 were at the DBB

Ruddy Turnstone: a few were noted at BP

Semipalmated Sandpiper: 20-30 at BP

Red Knot: 2 in breeding plumage at BP

Dunlin: 10-15 were at BP where they showed off their striking breeding plumage

Short-billed Dowitcher: a few lingered at BP

*Wilson’s Snipe: one winnowing at BB

Laughing Gull: a few were in various places—BP; Cutler Harbor; PMI and ANP

Bonaparte’s Gull: seen at PP and at BP—total numbers 75-100

Ring-billed Gull: seen in small numbers in coastal areas and at large lakes

Herring Gull: common and ubiquitous—seen everywhere but in the mountains

Great Black-backed Gull: see above species

Roseate Tern: excellent scope views the first evening at PP; a few others in flight at PMI

Common Tern: large numbers around PP, MSI & PMI

Arctic Tern: nesting at our feet and crapping on our heads at MSI; also from the boat at PMI

Least Tern: only sightings were of two flybys at PP

Black Tern: 10-15 at LM; quite surprising were two others at MSI—this species is rare in New England

Common Murre: 15-20 at MSI where they have nested in small numbers in recent years

Razorbill: easily seen on MSI and from the boat at PMI

Black Guillemot: very common along the coast in downeast Maine—seen well near Cutler and Bar Harbor

Atlantic Puffin: everyone’s favorite was studied at close range on MSI; also a few at PMI

Rock Dove: common and seen daily

Mourning Dove: seen daily

Black-billed Cuckoo: one responded to a tape at BB and  provided a nice visual study

Chimney Swift: small numbers were noted in most towns 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: one at GNSP and two others at the Pattee homestead

Belted Kingfisher: a few in both states

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: feeding young at PWR; fairly common in aspen groves

Downy Woodpecker: a few seen most days

Hairy Woodpecker: PWR & GNSP

Black-backed Woodpecker: beautiful views of male and female at a nest near Bethlehem NH

Northern Flicker: KP; ANP; PWR

Olive-sided Flycatcher: great scope views of a singer at PWR

Eastern Wood-Pewee: the only one was at KP

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: this bog denizen was quite cooperative at JN and QHSP

Alder Flycatcher: first seen near PWR; otherwise fairly common in alder swales

Willow Flycatcher: BB; GWI and from the parking lot at the Days Inn in Portland

Least Flycatcher: seen well at BB; also heard at PWR and GNSP

Eastern Phoebe: singles were seen most days

Great Crested Flycatcher: great looks from the deck at the Muddy Moose; also heard at Pattee’s

Eastern Kingbird: fairly common in open and marshy areas

Yellow-throated Vireo: exceptional views of one at BB—scarce in Maine

Blue-headed Vireo: great looks at a singing male at GNSP

Warbling Vireo: BB, CP & LM

Red-eyed Vireo: fairly common in forested areas throughout

Blue Jay: seen most days in moderate numbers

American Crow: seen daily

Fish Crow: two at the Wal-Mart in Falmouth—rare this far north

Common Raven: recorded daily in central and northern Maine & in the NH mtns

Purple Martin: a few near LM; this species is very scarce in northern New England

Tree Swallow: common around water and open fields—found anywhere there was adequate housing

Bank Swallow: fairly common; seen at KP; BP; GNSP

Cliff Swallow: nesting under the bridge to CI

Barn Swallow: fairly common and seen most days

Black-capped Chickadee: fairly common; a few were seen most days in appropriate habitat

Boreal Chickadee: excellent views on the ski run at WM; another was at GNSP

Tufted Titmouse: one in the town of Sidney ME; uncommon in central Maine

Red-breasted Nuthatch: seen only on GWI—others were heard at PWR & GNSP

*Brown Creeper: several were heard singing their weak songs on GWI

*House Wren: the only one was at GF in Falmouth where it was very vocal

Winter Wren: many were heard but the only visual contact was at PWR

Marsh Wren: one seen briefly from the van at a small marsh near Portland

Golden-crowned Kinglet: fairly common in coniferous forests

*Ruby-crowned Kinglet: heard on WM and at PWR

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: good looks at BB—this southerly species is quite scarce in Maine

Eastern Bluebird: the only one was seen in a yard near the entrance to GNSP

Veery: very good looks at BB 

Bicknell’s Thrush: after an up-and-down search we had great views of a calling bird on WM;


there were at least three birds noted during there but they proved elusive

*Swainson’s Thrush: singers were noted at JN; WM; GNSP & QHSP

Hermit Thrush: GWI & ANP

American Robin: common throughout

Gray Catbird: common, noisy and ubiquitous throughout; seen most days

Northern Mockingbird: common around Portland and points south

Brown Thrasher: good views on the golf course near BP; another at PWR

European Starling: impossible to miss

Cedar Waxwing: common and widespread

Nashville Warbler: many were heard—the best views were in the bog at QHSP

Northern Parula: excellent views at the Black-backed Woodpecker nest and at ANP

Yellow Warbler: common in willows and alders throughout

Chestnut-sided Warbler: common in brushy areas—nice looks at PWR and KP

Magnolia Warbler: widespread in coniferous forests—seen well at PWR & JN

Black-throated Blue Warbler: good looks at PWR and GNSP

Yellow-rumped Warbler: fairly common in coniferous forests—easy to see on WM

Black-throated Green Warbler: widespread and heard almost daily—great views in the bog at QHSP

Blackburnian Warbler: a stunning ,ale sang from atop a spruce at GNSP

Pine Warbler: one at KP was somewhat cooperative

Prairie Warbler: decent looks after much effort at KP—this species is common in southern Maine

Palm Warbler: good looks at a singing male in the bog on CI; also heard on GWI

*Bay-breasted Warbler: one singing at GWI managed to elude our vision

Blackpoll Warbler: many on WM where they were fairly easy to see; a few were also at JN

Black-and-White Warbler: heard many places but the only one seen was at PWR

American Redstart: one of the most common warblers; its variable vocalizations fooled us daily

Ovenbird: great close range studies at PWR

Northern Waterthrush: beautiful views of one at BB that took umbrage to the tape

Mourning Warbler: very nice views at PWR—tough to find in NH & Maine

Common Yellowthroat: common in marshy areas, bogs and alder swales

*Canada Warbler: several refused to respond to a tape at PWR

Scarlet Tanager: the only sighting was at the bluebird yard near GNSP

Eastern Towhee: one came quite close during our hike through the KP

Chipping Sparrow: fairly common--seen and heard in several locales

Field Sparrow: a few at the KP

Vesper Sparrow: a few were seen briefly at the KP

Savannah Sparrow: PP; Whitefield Airport & MSI

Grasshopper Sparrow: nice scope views at KP of this rare Maine species 

Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow: great scope views of one singing in SM

Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow: very nice looks of several at SM allowed for comparison with the


previous species

Song Sparrow: very common everywhere except at high elevation

Swamp Sparrow: heard at BB and seen well at Cherry Lake in PWR

White-throated Sparrow: heard throughout in boreal habitat

Dark-eyed Junco: see above species

*Northern Cardinal: heard only in Biddeford

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: best views were at BB; another was at GNSP

Bobolink: common in fields in southern Maine; in lesser numbers outside ANP 

Red-winged Blackbird: definitely not an endangered species in Maine and NH

Eastern Meadowlark: two were seen in the Sidney grasslands

Common Grackle: lived up to its name

Brown-headed Cowbird: a few at the golf course in Biddeford and another at BB

Baltimore Oriole: seen well at CP, BB & LM

Purple Finch: fairly common throughout; their sweet warble was heard almost daily

House Finch: seen around Portland, Biddeford and Bar Harbor

Pine Siskin: a few at the feeders outside GNSP

American Goldfinch: very common; recorded most days

House Sparrow: common in suburban areas and around farms

MAMMALS

Snowshoe Hare

Woodchuck

Eastern Gray Squirrel

Red Squirrel

Eastern Chipmunk

Red Fox

Moose

White-tailed Deer

Harbor Seal

Gray Seal

Minke Whale

