FALL MIGRATION IN OREGON

SEPT 10-20, 2004

Leaders: Jan Hansen & Daryl Tessen

BMNWR=Bandon Marsh National Wildlife Refuge, BBSP=Bullard’s Beach State Park, CA=Cape Arago, CSC=Cold Springs Campground, CLNP=Crater Lake National Park, CRC=Crooked River Canyon, EL=Elk Lake, FR=Face Rock, FRR=Fern Ridge Reservoir, LBNM=Lava Beds National Monument, LTR=Lower Table Rock, ODNRA=Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area, RL=Round Lake, TVSP=Tou Velle State Park, TLNWR=Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge, UKL=Upper Klamath Lake, WS=Whetstone Savannah, WNF=Winema National Forest, WRW=Wood River Wetlands

Red-throated Loon: one near the jetty in Bandon and another from Hwy 101 north of Florence

Pacific Loon: one fly-by seen from the jetty in Bandon

Common Loon: seen in several places along the coast

Pied-billed Grebe: fairly common—seen 5 of 9 days

Eared Grebe: a few were present at TLNWR

Red-necked Grebe: one was seen in the surf from a pull-out along 101 during a driving rain squall

Western Grebe: most numerous at TLNWR and UKL where hundreds were present

Clark’s Grebe: a few were found among the Western’s at TLNWR

Sooty Shearwater: scope views at FR in Bandon and at CA

American White Pelican: numerous in the Klamath Falls area; also a few at FRR

Brown Pelican: abundant along the coast

Double-crested Cormorant: common on inland waters and at the coast—seen almost daily

Brandt’s Cormorant: 50-75 at the Heceta Head Light north of Florence

Pelagic Cormorant: very common in coastal waters

American Bittern: an amazing total of seven were found during the tour—two at FRR, two at WRW,


one near TLNWR and two along South Jetty Rd near Florence

Great Blue Heron: seen daily

Great Egret: seem most days—present inland and at the coast

Snowy Egret: one at TLNWR and another at WRW

Green Heron: WRW, FRR and a pair from the van along the Siuslaw River

Black-crowned Night-Heron: WRW & TLNWR

White-faced Ibis: 100+ at TLNWR; present in smaller numbers at WRW

Turkey Vulture: seen daily

Greater White-fronted Goose: 50-75 at TLNWR; a smaller group was seen at the North Spit in Coos Bay

Canada Goose: seen daily

Wood Duck: WRW and at a marsh south of Bandon

Gadwall: FRR, TLNWR and WRW—large numbers at Tule Lake

American Wigeon: a few at TLNWR

Mallard: seen daily

Cinnamon Teal: TLNWR & WRW

Northern Shoveler: TLNWR & WRW

Northern Pintail: FRR, WRW & TLNWR—a large flock was also seen from the beach at ODNRA

Green-winged Teal: FRR, TLNWR, WRW & BMNWR

Canvasback: 10-15 at TLNWR

Ring-necked Duck: seen at Hosmer Lake in the Cascades and at WRW

Lesser Scaup: TLNWR and UKL

Greater Scaup: two groups totaling 75-100 birds were noted flying by the jetty in Bandon

Harlequin Duck: 6 sitting on a rock below the lookout at CA gave great views, two females were later


seen on 101 at a creek mouth south of Newport

Surf Scoter: fairly common along the coast

White-winged Scoter: fairly common along the coast

Bufflehead: TLNWR and in the aeration pond near the North Spit in Coos Bay

Hooded Merganser: six at RL

Common Merganser: seen along the Crooked River, Hosmer Lake and near Coos Bay

Ruddy Duck: only at TLNWR

Osprey: seen 7 of 9 days

White-tailed Kite: one at WS and another along Table Rock RD outside Medford

Bald Eagle: 8-10 were found in the ag fields north of UKL near Forth Klamath

Northern Harrier: seen 5 of 9 days

Sharp-shinned Hawk: seen 4 of 9 days—only one or two each day

Cooper’s Hawk: seen 3 of 9 days—uncommon as was the above species

Red-shouldered Hawk: excellent scope views at WRW

Red-tailed Hawk: seen daily

Swainson’s Hawk: two in a grassy field north of Eugene—the last bird of the trip and a very rare


species in west of the Cascades

Golden Eagle: nice views at CRC and LBNM

American Kestrel: seen 6 of 9 days—fairly common in appropriate habitat

Peregrine Falcon: one actively hunting at BMNWR

Prairie Falcon: several at LBNM—one gave nice scope views at the Petroglyphs section

Chukar: 13 birds put on quite a show at CRC ascwe watched from 100 feet for several minutes

Ring-necked Pheasant: several were seen along the dike road at TLNWR

Ruffed Grouse: one seen from the van along Herman Cape Rd north of Florence

Wild Turkey: 10-15 in the woods behind the Morgan’s home in Eugene

California Quail: very common in Klamath Falls area—seen in smaller numbers near Bend and Bandon

Mountain Quail: 4-6 in a yard along Lakeshore Dr in Klamath Falls—this home was adjacent


to Moore Park where this species is present but difficult to see

Sora: one at WRW

American Coot: FRR, TLNWR & UKL

Black-bellied Plover: BMNWR & at the North Spit near Coos Bay

American Golden-Plover: two on the last day at BMNWR where they vocalized and gave great comparitive 


Views with BBPL

Pacific Golden-Plover: at least three vocalized and were seen by the group that walked out on the 


North Spit near Coos Bay

Snowy Plover: 6-8 on the beach at ODNRA

Semipalmated Plover: FRR, BMNWR and the North Spit

Killdeer: seen 7 of 9 days

Black Oystercatcher: easily seen at FR, CA and on the beach across from the hotel in Bandon

Greater Yellowlegs: seen 5 of 9 days—fairly common

Lesser Yellowlegs: a few at FRR at the end of Royal Ave

Ruff: a very cooperative individual gave the entire group a thrill at FRR at the end of Royal Ave

Wandering Tattler: a few in the harbor in Bandon at high tide and a few more at CA

Spotted Sandpiper: only one on the last day at FRR

Whimbrel: only one at the crab docks at the end of South Jetty RD

Marbled Godwit: with the whimbrel on South Jetty RD

Bar-tailed Godwit: the bird of the trip gave us the rare opportunity to compare it with a Marbled Godwit!


This Asian stray was at the crab docks at the end of South Jetty RD south of Florence

Ruddy Turnstone: two at CA where they were seen at close range 

Black Turnstone: common in rocky areas along the coast

Surfbird: easily seen at FR and on the beach across from the hotel at Bandon

Sanderling: BMNWR and ODNRA

Western Sandpiper: seen 5 of 9 days—highest numbers at BMNWR and the North Spit

Least Sandpiper: seen 4 of 9 days—highest numbers at BMNWR and the North Spit

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: great scope views at close range for those who walked out on the North Spit

Pectoral Sandpiper: 25-50 at the North Spit near Coos Bay

Dunlin: a few at BMNWR

Short-billed Dowitcher: internal barring noted on several juveniles at BMNWR and in the Bandon Harbor

Long-billed Dowitcher: vocalizing at FRR and TLNWR

Wilson’s Snipe: FRR & WRW

Red-necked Phalarope: TLNWR, BMNWR & the North Spit—the birds at the latter locale were within 


10 feet!

Parasitic Jaeger: a juvenile at FRR put on quite a show after an hour of waiting

Heerman’s Gull: very common along the coast

Ring-billed Gull: seen 5 of 9 days

California Gull: seen 5 of 9 days—both this and the previous species were seen in good numbers


inland and along the coast

Western Gull: very common along the coast

Glaucous-winged Gull: two were found at the Bob’s Creek Rest Stop on 101 south of Newport

Glaucous-winged X Western Hybrid: many of these were in evidence in coastal areas

Sabine’s Gull: an immature bird was extremely cooperative at Dexter Lake south of Eugene where we 


watched it sitting on the water less than 50 feet away!

Caspian Tern: seen 4 of 9 days in very small numbers

Common Tern: 5 were noted feeding far out on FRR during the jaeger wait

Common Murre: fairly common along the coast—the best views were at CA

Pigeon Guillemot: the only one was seen during dinner at the Bandon Boatworks where it caused great


excitement among our group and great dismay to our fellow diners

Marbled Murrelet: fabulous scope views at CA of one sitting on the water next to a Common Murre!

Rhinocerous Auklet: a flock of six sitting on the water at CA

Rock Pigeon: seen daily

Band-tailed Pigeon: great scope views of four along North Bank Rd north of Bandon—a classic pose


in a dead snag

Mourning Dove: seen daily in small numbers

Barn Owl: at least three roosting in the cliff face at the Petroglyphs section of LBNM

Great Horned Owl: seen 3 of 9 days

*Northern Pygmy-Owl: heard only at RL and near Scout Lake

Vaux’s Swift: seen 4 of 9 days—100+ were at Agate Hall on the campus at the University of Oregon

Anna’s Hummingbird: Eugene, LTR & LBNM

Belted Kingfisher: seen 8 of 9 days

Lewis’s Woodpecker: great scope views near WS in Medford; another seen near Sisters

Acorn Woodpecker: several in an oak grove on Royal Ave west of Eugene; also at TVSP

Red-breasted Sapsucker: 2-3 were at the maintenance yard in LBNM, two more were seen in the WNF


near Fort Klamath

Williamson’s Sapsucker: males were seen at RL and at Calliope Crossing near Sisters; a female


was seen near Sisters High School

Downy Woodpecker: seen 4 of 9 days-most common in coastal areas but one was at CSC

Hairy Woodpecker: seen 3 of 9 days—fairly common in the Cascades

White-headed Woodpecker: 6-8 were seen in the Sisters area; best views at CSC

Black-backed Woodpecker: seen in the burns at RL and Elk Lake—at least three were at Elk Lake

Northern Flicker: seen daily

Western Wood-Pewee: WRW & TVSP

Willow Flycatcher: extended close range studies at WRW

Gray Flycatcher: fleeting looks in the maintenance yard at LBNM

Hammond’s Flycatcher: a very cooperative individual in the WNF near Fort Klamath

Dusky Flycatcher: this guy was also cooperative and allowed extended at Calliope Crossing near Sisters

Black Phoebe: only at TVSP—heavy rains prevented us from locating any along the coast

Say’s Phoebe:  the only one was along Hwy 27 east of Bend

Loggerhead Shrike: Hwy 27 east of Bend and LBNM

Hutton’s Vireo: LBNM & BBSP

Warbling Vireo: one near Scout Lake

Violet-green Swallow: seen 5 of 9 days

Barn Swallow: seen 8 of 9 days

Gray Jay: RL, EL & CLNP

Steller’s Jay: seen 8 of 9 days

Western Scrub-Jay: seen 8 of 9 days

Pinyon Jay: several flocks were encountered in the Sisters area and east of Bend

Clark’s Nutcracker: fairly common in the Cascades and in the canyons east of Bend

Black-billed Magpie: common around Bend and Klamath Falls

American Crow: seen 8 of 9 days—what happened on the ninth day?

Common Raven: seen 8 of 9 days

Horned Lark: small flocks on the beach near Bandon and at the North Spit

Black-capped Chickadee: fairly common in wooded areas near the coast

Mountain Chickadee: seen 5 of 9 days—common at higher elevations

Chestnut-backed Chickadee: easily seen in coastal areas—best views at BBSP

Juniper Titmouse: two pairs were encountered at LBNM

Oak Titmouse: fairly easy to find at LTR

Bushtit: TLNWR, WS & BBSP

Red-breasted Nuthatch: seen 6 of 9 days including some flycatching at BBSP

White-breasted Nuthatch: seen near Sisters and at UTR

Pygmy Nuthatch: many were seen the first days near Sisters—especially easy to see at CSC

Brown Creeper: singles at RL and near Calliope Crossing

Rock Wren: seen three of nine days—best views in Dry River Cyn east of Bend

Canyon Wren: great views behind the headquarters building at TLNWR

House Wren: one lingered near Seven Mile Creek in the WNF outside Fort Klamath

Winter Wren: BBSP

Marsh Wren: WRW

American Dipper: great views in the rain along the MacKenzie River

Golden-crowned Kinglet: seen 4 of 9 days

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: only a couple along Seven Devils Rd near Charleston

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: one seen well at LTR

Western Bluebird: seen near Sisters and at WS

Mountain Bluebird: seen five of 9 days—especially common in the desert east of Bend

Townsend’s Solitaire: easily found in pinyon-juniper habitat east of Bend

Hermit Thrush: a few in the WNF near Fort Klamath

American Robin: seen daily

Wrentit: great views at BBSP

Northern Mockingbird: at least three were easily seen at WS

Sage Thrasher: one in the scope as it sat on the fence at the intersection on Hwys 20 & 27 east of Bend

American Pipit: FRR (at the Ruff spot) and on the North Spit

European Starling: unavoidable

Cedar Waxwing: seen 6 of 9 days

Orange-crowned Warbler: seen 3 of 9 days

Yellow Warbler: two were at TVSP

Yellow-rumped Warbler: seen 8 of 9 days

Black-throated Gray Warbler: fleeting glimpses for some at WS

Townsend’s Warbler: great looks at several on our final AM at BBSP; another was less cooperative


near Calliope Crossing

Common Yellowthroat: one in the wet fields along Royal Ave west of Eugene

Wilson’s Warbler: RL & CRC

Western Tanager: this common migrant was seen 5 of 9 days

Spotted Towhee: seen 6 of 9 days

California Towhee: 3-5 at LTR

Chipping Sparrow: numerous in the pine forests around Sisters and in the desert east of Bend

Brewer’s Sparrow: a few flocks encountered in the desert east of Bend

Vesper Sparrow: seen only along Hwy 27 easy of Bend

Lark Sparrow: 10-15 at WS

Sage Sparrow: 3-5 along Hwy 27 east of Bend—the best views were at the intersection of Hwys 20 & 27


where one sat on a fence next to a Sage Thrasher!

Savannah Sparrow: FRR, TLNWR & near Fort Klamath

Fox Sparrow: CSC & in Dry River Canyon

Song Sparrow: seen 7 of 9 days

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Hwy 27 east of Bend and WRW—at the latter site there were 6-10

White-crowned Sparrow: seen daily

Golden-crowned Sparrow: nice views at Calliope Crossing, along Seven Mile Creek and along Hwy 27


east of Bend

Dark-eyed Junco: common in the Cascades and in canyons east of Bend

Black-headed Grosbeak: one at CSC

Red-winged Blackbird: easily seen at FRR, TLNWR and in the fields near Fort Klamath

Tricolored Blackbird: great views of an adult male in a flock of blackbirds near Fort Klamath

Western Meadowlark: common around Fort Klamath and at WS

Yellow-headed Blackbird: large numbers at TLNWR; others were near FRR

Brewer’s Blackbird: impossible to miss

Brown-headed Cowbird: the only sighting was a single female in the parking lot at the Bandon Boatworks

Purple Finch: two males at BBSP

Cassin’s Finch: fairly common in the Cascades—best views at CSC

House Finch: fairly widespread around Bend and Klamath Falls

Red Crossbill: quite a few were at CSC; also great looks at a male feeding on a thistle below the overlook


at CA

Pine Siskin: several flocks were encountered in the Sisters area; another flock seemed out of place feeding


on thistles in a pasture near Fort Klamath

Lesser Goldfinch: common around WS in Medford

American Goldfinch: seen 4 of 9 days

House Sparrow: no remarks necessary

The final trip tally was 212 species—an impressive total given the challenging weather conditions we faced and with the cancellation of our pelagic trip. The highlights were Ruff, Sabine’s Gull and Bar-tailed Godwit, three species that are very difficult to see in the lower 48 states. The Swainson’s Hawks that were near Eugene represented a regional anomaly as they are common east of the Cascades but very unusual at any season in western Oregon. Other highlights for me were seeing seven American Bitterns, a high count for me during a week long trip; six male Harlequin Ducks perched on a rock at Cape Arago; a pair of Buff-breasted Sandpipers near Coos Bay; the small covey of Mountain Quail outside Klamath Falls;  13 Chukar in Crooked River Canyon near Bend; the close-up views of Black Oystercatchers and Surfbirds near our hotel in Bandon; a Marbled Murrelet in the same scope field as a Common Murre at Cape Arago; cooperative Williamson’s Sapsuckers at several locations; White-headed Woodpeckers at eye-level outside Sisters; the American Dipper in the rain along the MacKenzie River and the Tricolored Blackbird outside Fort Klamath. Combining the excellent birding we enjoyed with the great group of people and Oregon’s spectacular scenery made for a very enjoyable an unforgettable week! 

