BIRDLIST FROM THE 2006 FLORIDA TOUR

APRIL 21-30, 2006

Column 1= number of days recorded

Column 2 = highest daily total recorded 

H = heard only

(H) = mostly heard but seen at least once

N= nest or dependent young seen

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck
2
2
Dendrocygna autumnalis
Wood Duck



1
3  
Aix sponsa
Mottled Duck



3
15
Anas fulvigula
Blue-winged Teal


2
4
Anas discors
Ring-necked Duck


1
3
Aythya collaris
Masked Booby


1
8
Sula dactylatra
Northern Gannet


1
15
Morus bassanus
Brown Pelican



6
50
Pelecanus occidentalis
Double-crested Cormorant

6
150
Phalacrocorax auritus
Anhinga-N



6
35  
Anhinga anhinga
Magnificent Frigatebird

6
75
Fregata magnificens
Great Blue Heron-N


7
12  
Ardea herodias
Great Egret



8
20
Ardea alba
Snowy Egret



5
40
Egretta thula

Little Blue Heron


3
8
Egretta caerulea
Tricolored Heron


7
10
Egretta tricolor
Reddish Egret



2
1
Egretta rufescens
Cattle Egret



8
100
Bubulcus ibis
Green Heron-N


6
6  
Butorides virescens
Black-crowned Night-Heron

1
1
Nycticorax nycticorax
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron
2
1
Nyctanassa violaceus
White Ibis



7
150
Eudocimus albus
Glossy Ibis



4
6  
Plegadis falcinellus
Roseate Spoonbill-N


1
10  
Platalea ajaja
Wood Stork-N



4
45  
Mycteria americana
Black Vulture



6
125
Coragyps atratus
Turkey Vulture


7
80
Cathartes aura
Osprey-N



8
12
Pandion haliaetus
Swallow-tailed Kite


4
10
Elanoides forficatus
Snail Kite



1
2
Rostrhamus sociabilis
Bald Eagle-N



3
4
Haliaeetus leucocephalus
Cooper’s Hawk


1
2
Accipiter cooperii
Red-shouldered Hawk


5
15
Buteo lineatus
Red-tailed Hawk


3
4
Buteo jamaicensis
Crested Caracara


1
1
Caracara cheriway
Merlin




3
2
Falco columbarius
Peregrine Falcon


2
1
Falco peregrinus
Northern Bobwhite-H


1
4
Colinus virginianus
Purple Gallinule


3
6
Porphyrula martinica
Common Moorhen


5
60
Gallinula chloropus
American Coot


4
10
Fulica americana
Limpkin



1
4
Aramus guarana
Sandhill Crane



1
10
Grus canadensis
Black-bellied Plover


4
8
Pluvialis squatarola
Semipalmated Plover


2
50
Charadrius semipalmatus
Killdeer



6
5
Charadrius vociferus
Black-necked Stilt


3
15
Himantopus mexicanus
Greater Yellowlegs


2
5
Tringa melanoleuca
Lesser Yellowlegs


2
8
Tringa flavipes
Solitary Sandpiper


2
2
Tringa solitaria
Willet




3
15
Catoptrophorus semipalmatus
Spotted Sandpiper


2
2
Actitis macularia
Whimbrel



1
2
Numenius phaeopus
Ruddy Turnstone


5
30
Arenaria interpres
Sanderling



3
20
Calidris alba
Semipalmated Sandpiper

1
10
Calidrispusilla

Western Sandpiper


1
8
Calidris minutilla
Least Sandpiper


4
50
Calidris mauri
Dunlin




1
35
Calidris alpina
Short-billed Dowitcher

5
30
Limnodromus griseus
Laughing Gull



8
250
Larus atricilla
Ring-billed Gull


1
3
Larus delawarensis
Herring Gull



1
1
Larus argentatus
Caspian Tern



1
1
Sterna caspia
Royal Tern



4
15
Sterna maxima
Least Tern-N



8
75
Sterna antillarum
Sooty Tern-N



1
5000
Sterna fuscata
Brown Noddy-N


1
3000
Anous stolidus
Black Noddy



1
1
Anous minutus
Black Skimmer


2
30
Rynchops niger
Rock Pigeon



8
40
Columba livia
White-crowned Pigeon

6
6
Columba leucocephala
Eurasian Collared-Dove-N

8
200
Streptopelia decaocto
White-winged Dove


6
25
Zenaida asiatica
Mourning Dove


8
50
Zenaida macroura
Common Ground-Dove

5
8
Columbina passerine
Monk Parakeet-N


4
15
Myiopsitta monachus

White-winged Parakeet

1
1
Brotogeris versicolurus
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet

1
2
Brotogeris chiriri
Yellow-billed Cuckoo


5
5
Coccyzus americanus
Mangrove Cuckoo


2
1
Coccyzus minor
Eastern Screech-Owl


1
1
Megascops asio
Barred Owl-H



1
1
Strix varia

Short-eared Owl


1
1
Asio flameus
Burrowing Owl


1
4
Athene cunicuclaria
Common Nighthawk


6
15
Chordeiles minor
Antillean Nighthawk-(H)

3
2
Chordeiles gundlachii
Chuck-will’s-widow-(H)

3
4
Caprimulgus carolinensis
Chimney Swift


3
10
Chaetura pelagica
Belted Kingfisher


2
1
Ceryle halcyon
Red-headed Woodpecker

1
2
Melanerpes erythrocephalus
Red-bellied Woodpecker-N

7
25
Melanerpes carolinus
Downy Woodpecker


1
2
Picoides pubescens
Hairy Woodpecker


1
1
Picoides villosus
Red-cockaded Woodpecker

1
2
Picoides borealis
Northern Flicker


5
5
Colaptes auratus
Pileated Woodpecker


3
3
Dryocopus pileatus
Great Crested Flycatcher-N

5
7
Myiarchus crinitus

Eastern Kingbird-N


4
5
Tyrannus tyrannus

Gray Kingbird



6
15
Tyrannus dominicensis

Loggerhead Shrike 


6
6
Lanius ludovicianus

White-eyed Vireo


2
8
Vireo griseus
Red-eyed Vireo


1
1
Vireo olivaceus

Black-whiskered Vireo

5
4
Vireo altiloquus

Blue Jay



6
20
Cyanocitta cristata
Florida Scrub-Jay-N


1
4
Aphelocoma coerulescens
American Crow


4
15
Corvus brachyrhynchus
Fish Crow



6
25
Corvus ossifragus
Purple Martin-N


5
15
Progne subis
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
2
10
Stelgidopteryx serripennis
Cave Swallow
-N


1
15
Petrochelidon fulva
Cliff Swallow



1
1
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
Barn Swallow



5
20
Hirundo rustica
Tufted Titmouse


1
3
Baeolophus bicolor
Brown-headed Nuthatch

1
2
Sitta pusilla
Red-whiskered Bulbul

1
3
Pycnonotus jocosus
Carolina Wren



4
2
Thryothorus ludovicianus
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

1
3
Polioptila caerulea
Eastern Bluebird


2
2

Sialia sialis
Veery




1
1
Catharus fuscescens
Swainson’s Thrush


1
2
Catharus ustulatus
Gray-cheeked Thrush


1
3
Catharus minimus


Gray Catbird



6
20
Dumetella carolinensis
Northern Mockingbird

8
100
Mimus polyglottos
Brown Thrasher


1
2
Toxostoma rufum
European Starling-N


8
75
Sturnus vulgaris
Tennessee Warbler


1
1
Vermivora peregrina
Northern Parula


3
8
Parula Americana
Yellow Warbler


2
1
Dendroica petechia
“Cuban Yellow Warbler

1
1
Dendroica petechia gundlach
Magnolia Warbler


1
8
Dendroica magnolia
Cape May Warbler


5
15
Dendroica tigrina
Black-throated Blue Warbler

5
10
Dendroica caerulescens
Pine Warbler



1
1
Dendroica pinus
Prairie Warbler


4
15
Dendroica discolor
Palm Warbler



4
6
Dendroica palmarum
Blackpoll Warbler


5
8
Dendroica striata
Black-and-white Warbler

5
4
Mniotilta varia
American Redstart


6
20
Setophaga ruticilla
Worm-eating Warbler


1
1
Helmitheros vermivora
Ovenbird



2
3
Seiurus aurocapillus
Northern Waterthrush


2
2
Seiurus noveboracensis
Common Yellowthroat

4
7
Geothlypis trichas
Scarlet Tanager


1
2

Piranga olivacea
Dicksissel



1
2

Spiza americana
Indigo Bunting


1
1

Passerina cyanea
Painted Bunting


1
2

Passerina ciris
Northern Cardinal


7
15

Cardinalis cardinalis
Eastern Towhee-(H)


1
5

Pipilo erythrophthalmus



Savannah Sparrow


1
1

Passerculus sandwichensis
Lincoln’s Sparrow


1
1

Melospiza lincolnii
Bachman’s Sparrow


1
3

Aimophila aestivalus
Seaside Sparrow “Cape Sable”
1
4

Ammodramus maritimus
Bobolink



2
12

Dolichonyx oryzivorus
Eastern Meadowlark


4
15

Sturnella magna
Red-winged Blackbird

5
100

Agelaius phoeniceus
Common Grackle


7
75

Quiscalus quiscula
Boat-tailed Grackle-N


7
150

Quiscalus major
Shiny Cowbird


1
4

Molothrus bonariensis
Brown-headed Cowbird

2
6

Molothrus ater
Spot-breasted Oriole-N

2
4

Icterus pectoralis
Baltimore Oriole


1
1

Icterus galbula
House Sparrow-N


7
50

Passer domesticus
Non-established Exotics

Mitred Parakeet

Orange-winged Parrot

Common Myna

Purple Swamphen

LIMPKINS & LIMMERICKS

     Good weather, food, birds and company combined to make the 2006 trip to Florida a memorable experience. We began in suburban Kendall searching for some of the area’s established exotics. Within a few hours we had found all of our targets: Red-whiskered Bulbul; a pair of Spot-breasted Orioles attending a nest and two Yellow-chevroned Parakeets coming to a feeder. The drive across the Tamiami Trail produced the usual great looks at Wood Stork and various other wading birds. We were very lucky to find a cooperative male Snail Kite that gave everyone extended scope views while eating an apple snail. After an excellent lunch at Joanie’s Crab Shack we found a few migrants at the Big Cypress Boardwalk and ended the day at Tigertail Beach on Marco Island. Although the shorebird numbers were down this year we were able to find several Wilson’s Plover and our first Royal Terns.

     Sunrise the next day found us in the pine flatwoods of Babcock-Webb SWA north of Fort Myers. As the sun peeked above the horizon, a pair of Red-cockaded Woodpeckers emerged from the evening quarters and foraged within 20 feet of us for several minutes. After they disappeared into the vastness of the slash pines, we turned our attention to Bachman’s Sparrow and Brown-headed Nuthatch, the other pinewoods specialists on our agenda. Both gave great shows and we headed north to Oscar Scherer State Park where we saw 2 Florida Scrub-Jays within minutes. Along Hwy 70 we had superb views of a Crested Caracara as we headed to our night’s lodging in Clewiston. After dinner we stood on the dike at Lake Okeechobee and added several new birds: Black-bellied Whistling Duck; Black Skimmer and Yellow-crowned Night-Heron. 
     Monday morning found us back in the urban jungle that is southeast Florida. A brief respite was had at Okeeheelee Nature Center where two female Painted Buntings attended the feeder. Although our next stop, Wakodahatchee Wetlands, produced no new trip birds, it turned out to be of the trip’s most memorable venues for many. Ambling along the boardwalk in the early morning light made it easy to forget the megalopolis that lay all around us. The birds were close, colorful and animated and our time there will not soon be forgotten. Our journey continued at a water mitigation site in Pembroke Pines where we saw a lone Purple Swamphen. One of the trip’s lowlights came next as we waited in vain for White-winged Parakeets that never showed—ah the ups and downs of birding. Our final stop was in Cutler Ridge where we watched Cave Swallows of the Caribbean race as they sat in their nests a stone’s throw from the Florida Turnpike. After a delightful Italian dinner, we drove to Long Pine Key and had nice looks at Eastern Screech-Owl and Chuck-will’s-widow. 
     Cape Sable Seaside Sparrows awaited us on Tuesday along the main park road near Mahogany Hammock in Everglades National Park. Standing at the edge of the sawgrass expanse in the still quiet of the early morning we listened to the whispery song of this endangered race and then, after a bit of effort, studied one of the songsters through the scope. Here, with little evidence of man’s destructive effects to be seen, I felt as though I was looking at the Everglades the way they appeared when Ponce de Leon first landed on Florida’s coast. Later that morning we were frustrated by a calling Mangrove Cuckoo that refused to show himself. A bit of compensation was found at Paurotis Pond where a large colony of Wood Storks was joined by a few Roseate Spoonbills. By the time we reached the Gumbo Limbo Trail it was hot and the birds were not—our first strike in the Western Spindalis watch. Strike two came later that afternoon after an afternoon siesta and we resolved to return early the next day.
     Unfortunately, three times was not the charm as the spindalis never appeared and we were finally forced to throw in the towel. Disappointed and disgruntled, we began driving south through the Keys hoping for better luck. We found some quickly at our next venue: the Key Largo Botanical Site. After scoping a singing Black-whiskered Vireo at the entrance we headed into the park. Within minutes we were ecstatic, as the most cooperative Mangrove Cuckoo I have ever witnessed gave an unforgettable show. As this phantom-like figure hopped through the West Indian hardwoods we all exchanged high-fives and forgot all about our spindalis fiasco. Little did we know that our day’s pinnacle lay ahead. At MM 9 on Rockland Key, Mike spotted a Greater Flamingo foraging in a roadside pond. What a delight to watch this rare vagrant feed 100 feet from us! Two great birds within an hour covers a great multitude of sins! After checking in to our hotel we had a fabulous Cuban meal and a disappointing audio-only encounter with Antillean Nighthawk.
     The ferry to Fort Jefferson was quiet: a few Northern Gannets were about all we saw on the 3-hour crossing. Upon disembarking, we easily took the fort with minimal resistance from a few Ruddy Turnstones. Once inside, we secured our position and began working the perimeter. It was a quiet day, but even those produce surprises on the Dry Tortugas. Some of the highlights were a West Indian Short-eared Owl, a small flock of Bobolinks, Lincoln’s Sparrow, Tennessee Warbler and Gray-cheeked Thrush. The day was capped by the finding of an immature Black Noddy on Bush Key. Though it was distant, the field marks were discernible and everyone boarded the ship happy. On the return passage we swung by Hospital Key where we had nice looks at Masked Booby.
     Our final day in Key West produced a pair of Dicksissels at Fort Zachary Taylor but not much else. By mid-morning we threw in the towel and played tourist for the rest of the day. The long drive back to Miami was made more bearable by the turquoise waters and a successful stop for White-winged Parakeet. We ended our trip with another excellent Cuban dinner in Miami Springs and the creative rhyming of Ham Rutledge—what a ham! Thanks to all for a great trip.
