BIRDLIST FROM THE 2006 COASTAL NC TOUR

MAY 6-15, 2006

Column 1= number of days recorded

Column 2 = highest daily total recorded 

H = heard only

(H) = mostly heard but seen at least once

N= nest or dependent young seen

Wood Duck



3
4  
Aix sponsa
Gadwall



2
2
Anas strepera

Mallard



4
4
Anas platyrhynchos

American Black Duck-N

3
6
Anas rubripes

Canada Goose-N


7
12
Branta Canadensis

Mute Swan



1
1
Cygnus olor
Wild Turkey



1
2
Meleagris gallopavo

Northern Bobwhite


3
6
Colinus virginianus

Common Loon


1
4
Gavia immer

Pied-billed Grebe


1
1
Podilymbus podiceps

Black-capped Petrel


1
3
Pterodrama hasitata

Audubon’s Shearwater

1
2
Puffinus lherminieri

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel


1
75
Oceanites oceanicus

Leach’s Storm-Petrel


1
1
Oceanodrama leucorhoa

Northern Gannet


3
30
Morus bassanus
Brown Pelican



6
75
Pelecanus occidentalis
Double-crested Cormorant

6
600
Phalacrocorax auritus
American Anhinga


1
1 
Anhinga anhinga
American Bittern


1
1
Botaurus lentiginosus
Great Blue Heron


7
5  
Ardea herodias
Great Egret



7
4
Ardea alba
Snowy Egret



6
8
Egretta thula

Little Blue Heron


2
4
Egretta caerulea
Tricolored Heron


6
5
Egretta tricolor
Cattle Egret



2
2
Bubulcus ibis
Green Heron



6
4 
Butorides virescens
Black-crowned Night-Heron

2
3
Nycticorax nycticorax
White Ibis



5
30
Eudocimus albus
Glossy Ibis



1
1  
Plegadis falcinellus
Black Vulture



2
10
Coragyps atratus
Turkey Vulture


7
25
Cathartes aura
Osprey-N



5
4
Pandion haliaetus
Mississippi Kite-N


1
1
Ictinia mississippiensis
Bald Eagle



2
2
Haliaeetus leucocephalus
Northern Harrier


1
1
Circus cyaneus
Red-shouldered Hawk


2
2
Buteo lineatus
Red-tailed Hawk


5
4
Buteo jamaicensis
Sandhill Crane



1
1
Grus Canadensis
Clapper Rail



3
3
Rallus longirostris

King Rail



1
3
Rallus elegans
Black-bellied Plover


5
25
Pluvialis squatarola
Semipalmated Plover


3
20
Charadrius semipalmatus
Piping Plover



1
2
Charadrius melodus

Wilson’s Plover


1
6
Charadrius wilsonia
Killdeer-N



7
4
Charadrius vociferus
American Oystercatcher

3
5
Haematopus palliatus
Black-necked Stilt


2
7
Himantopus mexicanus
American Avocet


1
4
Recurvirostra americana
Greater Yellowlegs


2
10
Tringa melanoleuca
Lesser Yellowlegs


1
2
Tringa flavipes
Solitary Sandpiper


3
2
Tringa solitaria
Willet




3
15
Catoptrophorus semipalmatus
Spotted Sandpiper


4
4
Actitis macularia
Whimbrel



3
40
Numenius phaeopus
Marbled Godwit


1
1
Limosa fedoa
Ruddy Turnstone


3
12
Arenaria interpres
Red Knot



1
1
Calidris canutus
Dunlin




3
60
Calidris alpina
Sanderling



3
40
Calidris alba
Semipalmated Sandpiper

4
250
Calidrispusilla

Least Sandpiper


3
35
Calidris mauri
White-rumped Sandpiper

1
1
Calidris fuscicollis

Stilt Sandpiper



1
2
Calidris himantopus
Short-billed Dowitcher

4
75
Limnodromus griseus
Long-billed Dowitcher

1
9
Limnodromus scolopaceus

Pomarine Jaeger


1
2
Stercorarius pomarinus

Parasitic Jaeger


1
1
Stercorarius parasiticus
Laughing Gull



7
350
Larus atricilla
Ring-billed Gull


3
8
Larus delawarensis
Herring Gull



4
6
Larus argentatus
Great Black-backed Gull

5
30
Larus marinus
Gull-billed Tern


3
8
Sterna nilotica
Royal Tern-N



5
100
Sterna maxima
Sandwich Tern-N


1
35
Sterna
sandvicensis
Common Tern-N


3
200
Sterna hirundo

Forster’s Tern



3
12
Sterna forsteri
Least Tern-N



4
175
Sterna antillarum
Black Skimmer


4
25
Rynchops niger
Rock Pigeon



7
30
Columba livia
Eurasian Collared-Dove

4
4
Streptopelia decaocto
Mourning Dove


7
40
Zenaida macroura
Yellow-billed Cuckoo


4
2
Coccyzus americanus
Eastern Screech-Owl


1
2
Megascops asio
Barred Owl-H



1
1
Strix varia

Great Horned Owl-H


1
1
Bubo virginianus
Common Nighthawk


2
3
Chordeiles minor
Chuck-will’s-widow


2
7
Caprimulgus carolinensis
Whip-poor-will-H


1
1
Caprimulgus vociferus
Chimney Swift


7
45
Chaetura pelagica
Ruby-throated Hummingbird

3
3
Archilochus colubris
Belted Kingfisher


1
1
Ceryle halcyon
Red-headed Woodpecker

2
2
Melanerpes erythrocephalus
Red-bellied Woodpecker-N

5
12
Melanerpes carolinus
Downy Woodpecker


5
2
Picoides pubescens
Red-cockaded Woodpecker-N
1
1
Picoides borealis
Northern Flicker


3
3
Colaptes auratus
Pileated Woodpecker


4
6
Dryocopus pileatus
Eastern Wood-Pewee-(H)

2
2
Contopus virens
Acadian Flycatcher-N


3
5
Empidonax virescens
Eastern Phoebe


1
1
Sayornis phoebe
Great Crested Flycatcher-N

8
15
Myiarchus crinitus

Eastern Kingbird


6
4
Tyrannus tyrannus

Loggerhead Shrike 


1
6
Lanius ludovicianus

White-eyed Vireo


3
4
Vireo griseus
Red-eyed Vireo


4
2
Vireo olivaceus

Yellow-throated Vireo-H

1
1
Vireo flavifrons

Warbling Vireo


1
1
Vireo gilvus
Blue Jay



6
15
Cyanocitta cristata
American Crow


8
15
Corvus brachyrhynchus
Fish Crow



8
25
Corvus ossifragus
Horned Lark



1
2
Eremophila alpestris
Purple Martin-N


6
50
Progne subis
Tree Swallow



1
1
Tachycineta bicolor
N. Rough-winged Swallow-N

2
30
Stelgidopteryx serripennis
Bank Swallow



1
1
Riparia riparia
Barn Swallow-N


8
125
Hirundo rustica
Carolina Chickadee-N


6
6
Poecile carolinensis
Tufted Titmouse


3
4
Baeolophus bicolor
Brown-headed Nuthatch-N

4
3
Sitta pusilla
White-breasted Nuthatch

3
1
Sitta carolinensis
House Wren



3
2
Troglodytes aedo
Carolina Wren



6
4
Thryothorus ludovicianus
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

5
3
Polioptila caerulea
Eastern Bluebird-N


7
30

Sialia sialis
Wood Thrush



2
1

Hylocichla mustelina
American Robin


6
20
Turdus migratorius
Gray Catbird



6
8
Dumetella carolinensis
Northern Mockingbird

8
50
Mimus polyglottos
Brown Thrasher


7
12
Toxostoma rufum
European Starling-N


8
50
Sturnus vulgaris
Cedar Waxwing


2
25
Bombycilla cedrorum
Northern Parula


2
6
Parula Americana
Yellow Warbler


2
1
Dendroica petechia
Chestnut-sided Warbler

1
1
Dendroica pensylvanica
Magnolia Warbler


1
1
Dendroica magnolia
Black-throated Blue Warbler

3
5
Dendroica caerulescens
Black-throated Green Warbler-H
1
1
Dendroica virens
Yellow-rumped Warbler

1
2
Dendroica coronata
Palm Warbler



1
1
Dendroica palmarum
Pine Warbler



6
8
Dendroica pinus
Prairie Warbler


7
15
Dendroica discolor
Blackpoll Warbler-H


2
1
Dendroica striata
Yellow-throated Warbler

4
5
Dendroica dominica
Black-and-white Warbler

3
2
Mniotilta varia
American Redstart


2
4
Setophaga ruticilla
Prothonotary Warbler-N

4
30
Protonotaria citrea
Worm-eating Warbler


3
1
Helmitheros vermivora
Common Yellowthroat

7
8
Geothlypis trichas
Kentucky Warbler


2
3
Oporornis formosus
Northern Waterthrush-(H)

2
1
Seiurus noveboracensis
Louisiana Waterthrush

1
2
Seiurus motacilla
Ovenbird



2
3
Seiurus aurocapillus
Swainson’s Warbler


3
2

Limnothlypis swainsonii
Hooded Warbler


4
3

Wilsonia citrina
Yellow-breasted Chat


2
3

Icteria virens
Scarlet Tanager


1
3

Piranga olivacea
Summer Tanager


4
6

Piranga rubra
Blue Grosbeak



4
7

Passerina caerulea
Rose-breasted Grosbeak

1
1

Pheucticus ludovicianus
Indigo Bunting


3
10

Passerina cyanea
Painted Bunting


1
3

Passerina ciris
Northern Cardinal


7
20

Cardinalis cardinalis
Eastern Towhee


6
10

Pipilo erythrophthalmus



Bachman’s Sparrow


1
2

Aimophila aestivalus
Chipping Sparrow


3
12

Spizella passerina
Field Sparrow 



1
3

Spizella pusilla
Grasshopper Sparrow


1
1

Ammodramus savannarum
Seaside Sparrow 


1
40

Ammodramus maritimus
Savannah Sparrow


2
3

Passerculus sandwichensis
Song Sparrow



1
4

Melospiza melodia

Orchard Oriole 


3
4

Icterus spurious

Eastern Meadowlark


5
12

Sturnella magna
Bobolink



1
4

Dolichonyx oryzivorus
Red-winged Blackbird

7
30

Agelaius phoeniceus
Common Grackle-N


8
40

Quiscalus quiscula
Boat-tailed Grackle


7
60

Quiscalus major
Brown-headed Cowbird

6
8

Molothrus ater
American Goldfinch


4
6

Carduelis tristis
House Finch-N


5
15

Carpodacus mexicanus
House Sparrow-N


7
50

Passer domesticus
     North Carolina has been extremely dry and unseasonably warm this winter so, of course, our trip began with torrential rains and below normal temperatures. Thankfully, we had decided to have our orientation dinner at my home in Carrboro on Saturday evening and there we had great looks at Brown-headed Nuthatch along with many other common local residents.  Given the conditions the next day, this turned out to be the best birding we had in the Chapel Hill area. Our first full day was to be spent looking for local breeders and migrants. Unfortunately, the conditions prevented us from doing much hiking at Mason Farm and many of our targets were missed. A brief stop along the entrance road quickly produced Chestnut-sided Warbler, Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Scarlet Tanager making us feel that there were some potentially interesting migrants about. However we were driven away by heavy rain and decided to drive south to Weymouth Woods for a shot at Red-cockaded Woodpecker. The weather there was no better—perhaps worse—and we dipped on our target. The only bird of consequence there was a Palm Warbler—hardly worth the drive. After lunch in Southern Pines we returned to Chapel Hill and, during a brief respite from the deluge, had good views of Warbling Vireo and Grasshopper Sparrow near Calvander.
     On Monday morning we began our drive to the coast. Skies were heavily overcast and it was downright cold, but at least it wasn’t raining. Our first stop was Howell Woods near Goldsboro and we quickly began adding new species. Driving through we found  Kentucky Warbler, Blue Grosbeak, Prairie Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler and Acadian Flycatcher—all exciting for a group comprised primarily of upper Midwesterners. The highlight here however, was our first look at a very cooperative Swainson’s Warbler in the campground area. Unfortunately there were no Mississippi Kites in the air due to the weather and we left minus that species. Driving to Goldsboro we saw 6 Loggerhead Shrikes on Stevens Mill Road and had wonderful looks at a Mississippi Kite building a nest in Goldsboro. After a quick stop in Kinston for Anhinga,  we entered the Croatan National Forest near New Bern and quickly found a cooperative Red-cockaded Woodpecker and more Brown-headed Nuthatches. As we neared our hotel on the waterfront in Beaufort we actually saw some blue sky which brought the loudest cheers yet!
     Tuesday found us back in the Croatan along Millis Road. Our first Bachman’s Sparrow was highly uncooperative but eventually we found one who gave us crippling scope views for several minutes. Now it was Painted Bunting time and we headed to Hammock’s Beach State Park. This show stopper never disappoints and a gorgeous singing male was a trip highlight for many of the group. A drive back through the Croatan finally produced good views of a Worm-eating Warbler and we ended the morning in Morehead City watching Clapper Rails from the 20th Street boardwalk. The afternoon was spent on Carrot Island where we watched many shorebirds work the exposed tidal flats. Some of the highlights here were Wilson’s Plover, American Oystercatcher and Gull-billed Tern. After dinner several members of the group returned to Millis Road where we had wonderful views of Chuck-will’s-Widow, Eastern Screech-Owl and a displaying Common Nighthawk and heard Barred and Great Horned Owls and a single Whip-poor-will who sounded as though he’d rather not be single.
     Most of the next day was spent aboard ferries to Ocracoke and Hatteras. Driving through the marshes toward Cedar Island produced lots of Seaside Sparrows, a few migrant Bobolinks and a male Northern Harrier. In a season with few leftovers we also managed to find four lingering Common Loons and a single Pied-billed Grebe. The pond at Cedar Island had one Marbled Godwit and one White-rumped Sandpiper along with various and sundry other shorebirds. Upon reaching Hatteras and checking into our hotel we hiked to Cape Point to check the tern colony. There we had nice looks at Sandwich, Gull-billed, Common, Least and Royal terns but, alas, no Roseate could be found among them. We also found a stunning Red Knot on the beach, a couple of Piping Plovers and many Northern Gannets flying past the point.
     Thursday’s pelagic with Brian Patteson aboard the Stormy Petrel is probably best left unmentioned. Let’s just say it was rough and several people kissed the ground that afternoon. Before we threw in the towel and returned we saw lots of Wilson’s Storm-Petrels, a single Leach’s Storm-Petrel, a few Audubon’s Shearwaters and Pomarine and Parasitic Jaegers. It’s a good thing we didn’t join the navy!
     Friday was a day of recuperation as many were still battered and bruised from the previous day’s experience. A leisurely drive north through Pea Island NWR produced Black-necked Stilts, American Avocet and a couple of breeding plumaged Stilt Sandpipers. After relaxing at our beachfront hotel during the afternoon, we drove north to Waterlily and had fabulous looks at three extremely cooperative King Rails. The day was capped with excellent food, wine and microbrew in Kill Devil Hills.

     Our visit to Alligator River NWR allowed us to see a few new species and revisit some old favorites. Another great look at Swainson’s Warbler was a highlight as were our first Northern Bobwhites along the entrance road. And who will forget the countless Prothonotaries and Prairies that performed for us there. In Manteo we found a Magnolia Warbler near the Elizabethan Gardens along with a few more common migrants. During an afternoon visit to the Wright Brothers Memorial in Kitty Hawk we saw what was likely the most unexpected bird of the tour: a Sandhill Crane flying north along the coast! 

     Most of our final day was spent driving back to Chapel Hill. Along the way we saw several Red-shouldered Hawks proving inconclusively that they really are more common than Sandhill Cranes in North Carolina. In Chapel Hill we stopped at Mason Farm and had fleeting glimpses of the promised Louisiana Waterthrush—our final bird of the tour. We ended with 180 species and a fine seafood dinner at Squid’s. Thanks to all of you for doing your part to make it an enjoyable tour. I look forward to seeing many of you over the next year in exciting places like San Blas, Oaxaca and Spain. Take care and good birding.
