AFRICAN SAFARI IN NAMIBIA, BOTSWANA & ZAMBIA
FEBRUARY 2-18, 2012
Leaders: Jan Hansen and Charlie Rhyn
     These little known African countries offer some of the finest game and birdwatching opportunities on the continent without the crowds and traffic endemic to better known destinations like Kenya and South Africa. We will stay at camps and lodges that are near or in the midst of prime wildlife habitat and travel between them in comfortable vehicles on well maintained roads. 

     This wild and spectacular country with towering golden sand dunes, deep canyons, old granite mountains and shimmering plains surrounded by rich bush and karoo, surely offers one of the greatest African safaris ever! From breathtaking Victoria Falls in Zambia, the famous Etosha National Park, the Caprivi Strip and the Okavango Delta in Botswana, this tour will deliver the ultimate African experience, with countless birds and game amidst some of the most dramatic scenery imaginable. In Botswana we will have a chance to most of Africa’s waterbirds including rarities like Black Egret, Pygmy Goose and Pel’s Fishing-Owl. Namibia offers many near endemic birds including Rockrunner, White-tailed Shrike, Dune Lark, Monteiro's Hornbill and Ruppell's Korhaan. Mammals will be abundant, particularly in Etosha where drying water holes concentrate numerous large mammals including African Elephant, Black Rhinoceros and many species of antelope.

     Namibia is one of the least densely populated countries in the world and the lack of human intrusion gives visitors a chance to see Africa as it was 50 years ago! It has been a stable democracy since its independence from South Africa in 1990, has a modern and well-maintained infrastructure, lacks many of the virulent diseases and civil unrest found elsewhere in Africa and has a dry, moderate climate. In 2009 our tour recorded 300 birds and 52 mammals and the addition of several days in Botswana and Zambiashould increase those totals for 2011. 

February 2-3, Days 1 & 2, Travel to Windhoek via Johannesburg.

Participants will need to depart on overnight flights from the United States and arrive in Johannesburg on February 3 in time to connect to the 1:20 p.m. departure of South African Airways Flight 76, which is scheduled to arrive in Windhoek at 2:20 p.m. (subject to change). South Africa Air offers daily flights to Johannesburg from JFK and this is a convenient means of reaching South Africa in time for your connection to Windhoek. Upon arrival and clearing customs, you will be met by Charlie and Jan and begin birding as soon as you leave the airport. On the drive into Windhoek you will get your first glimpses of some of Namibia’s common birds like Cape Glossy Starling, Namaqua Dove, Cape Wagtail, White throated Canary and Fork-tailed Drongo. It is also not unusual to see Chacma Baboons and Warthogs on the outskirts of the capital! Night at the Safari Hotel in Windhoek.

February 4, Day 3, Windhoek to Waterburg Plateau. (300 km)

We will do an early morning bird walk on the hotel grounds and, after breakfast, will pack and be on our way to Waterberg Plateau Park, our stepping stone to the  national parks of Namibia.

Rising almost 200 metres above the surrounding African bush, the Waterberg Plateau, with its dramatic brick-red sandstone formations and thick green vegetation forms an island of color above the flat acacia covered plains. The park covers 405 square kilometres and was originally created in 1972 as a haven for rare and endangered species of the Caprivi region of Namibia such as Cape Buffalo, Sable and Roan Antelopes and Tsessebe. En route to the park we should see our first Impala of the tour and maybe a few Red Hartebeest and Greater Kudu. At the park itself Chacma Baboons are a common sight as they scavenge around the lodge grounds. We should also find the diminutive Damara Dik-dik, Namibia’s smallest antelope and with luck a pack of Dwarf Mongoose. An evening walk around the cabins might produce a view of few nocturnal mammals including African Civet and Lesser Bush Baby. Birdlife is abundant with over 200 species recorded in the park. These include Verreaux's Eagle, Cape Vulture, African Scops Owl, the endemic Hartlaub’s Francolin, Bradfield’s and Monteiro’s Hornbill, White-tailed Shrike, Ruppell’s Parrot, Rosy-faced Lovebird, Marico, Scarlet-chested and White-bellied Sunbirds, Rockrunner, Pied Babblers and Violet Woodhoopoe. Night at Waterburg National Park.
February 5-6, Days 4 & 5, Waterburg to Okaukuejo. (280 km)

Another early wake up is needed to get to the territorial display area of the Hartlaub’s Francolin. This difficult species is vocal and easiest to see just before sunrise. This lovely hike will also be an excellent chance to see the very difficult Rockrunner(E) and, with good luck, we may also encounter Carp’s Tit(E). After a hearty breakfast, we’ll make a quick check of the campground in search of Violet Woodhoopoe(E), Ruppell’s Parrot (E) and a nice variety of smaller birds. We’ll then begin our drive to Okaukuejo Camp in Etosha National Park. Enroute we will  stop over at the  Otjiwarongo sewage ponds which is a good spot for White -faced Wistling Duck, Blacksmith Lapwing, Zitting Cisticola, Hamerkop, African Hawk- Eagle, Cape Teal and Red-billed Teal. By late afternoon we’ll enter Etosha National Park which covers an area of 22,000 square kilometers and is undoubtedly one of the finest national parks in all of Africa. The Okaukuejo Resort will be our base for the next two nights and will provide us excellent access to many nearby attractions. The waterhole at Okaukuejo is regarded as one of the best venues in Africa to view animals at close range. Common sights here include elephants, lions, the endangered Black Rhino, giraffes, zebras and a variety of antelope species. The arid plains outside the camp provide excellent birding and especially good for a variety of larks including Spike-heeled, Red-capped, Pink-billed, Grey-backed and Chestnut Backed Sparrow-larks. We’ll have plenty of time to explore the surrounding environs during our stay at Okaukuejo. Nights at Okaukuejo Camp.
February 7-8, Days 6 & 7, Okaukuejo to Mushara Bush Camp (220 km)

The next phase of the tour will explore the eastern portion of Etosha. Our base for these two nights will be the Mushara  Bush Camp which is located just outside the park boundary.

Our precise schedule will vary depending upon where the  birds and mammals are being seen, but the general plan will be for early morning game drives into the park, lunch and a siesta back at the camp and another late afternoon/early evening excursion into the park. There are numerous waterholes within 30 minutes of Mushara and by tapping into our network of local contacts we will determine where the most productive viewing sites are and proceed accordingly. Some of the specialty birds of this area include Crested Francolin, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Black-faced Babbler,  Temminck’s Courser, Secretary Bird, the very scarce Blue Crane and White Helmet-Shrike. On the drive from Okaukuejo to Mushara we will stop for lunch at Halali Camo which is a good place to find day roosting African Scops-Owl and White-faced Scops-Owl. The area around Mushara is also a good place for leopards and we will keep our eyes peeled for one of these beautiful, but elusive cats. Nights at Mushara Bush Camp.

February 9, Day 8, Mushara to Nkwazi Lodge in Rundu (440 km)

This morning we leave Etosha National Park behind and head northeast to the Namibian region of Kavangoland and the riverine wetlands and forests along the Okavango River. During the drive you will notice a dramatic biogeographical change as the arid acacia bush gives way to moist palm savannah and teak forests, and finally to the lush riverine habitats along the Okavango River. Here we will be based for one night at Nkwazi Lodge( Nkwazi stands for African Fish Eagle in the local dialect), a small  lodge on the banks of the Okavango River. The journey will take us much of the day but we will stop frequently to look for birds or to take the occasional short walk into likely looking areas of good habitat. It will likely be nearing dark by the time we arrive at Nkwazi, so after settling into our rooms we will enjoy a cocktail in the open air bar while gazing across the Okavango at another African country, Angola, which is separated from Namibia by the river. The grounds at Nkwazi are filled with birds in the early morning and we’ll take a pre-breakfast stroll around the cabins where we should see Kurrichane Thrush, Senegal Coucal, White-browed Coucal, Red-eyed Dove, Little Bee-eater, Black Crake, Giant Kingfisher, Rufous-bellied Heron and Hartlaub’s Babbler. For those interested, we can also take an evening walk around the property to look for African Wood Owl and African Barred Owlet. Night at Nkwazi Lodge.
February 10-11, Days 9 &10, Nkwazi Lodge to Droztky’s Cabins in Botswana (260 km)

Today we leave Namibia and enter Botswana for two nights. Crossing the border post at Shakawe we will explore the lush riverine swamps of the Okavango Panhandle, the narrow neck of the huge Okavango Delta. Here the meandering Okavango River is channelled along a narrow 15 kilometer geological fault. After leaving the confinement of this channel, the crystalline waters fan out to create Africa's largest inland delta and one of the world’s most spectacular concentrations of game large game animals. We will spend our nights at Drotsky's Cabins, a lovely and welcoming camp, owned by Jan and Eileen Drotsky. The camp is situated right on the Okavango River about 5 kilometers from Shakawe. The lodge is set amid a thick riverine forest with fabulous bird-watching and fine views across the vast reedbeds and papyrus swamps. We will explore the area by foot and boat in search of a wonderful variety of species including African Green Pigeon, African Fish Eagle, African Skimmer, various kingfishers and bee-eaters, African Pygmy Goose, White-backed Night-Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron and the enigmatic Slaty Egret, Botswana's only endemic bird. The wetlands of the Panhandle are also a good place to look for the strange Sitatunga, a secretive marsh-dwelling antelope and one of the region's most sought after birds, the rare Pel's Fishing-Owl. The time spent at Drotzky’s is sure to be one of the most memorable elements of the tour. Nights at Drotzky’s Cabins. 
February 12-13, Days 11 & 12, Drotzky’s Cabins to Nunda River Lodge (50 km)

Sandwiched between the Botswana border and the Kavango River, the Mahango Game Park is a fascinating world of papyrus-lined channels, vast floodplains, dense riverine forests and tall teak woodlands. Covering over 244 square kilometres, the park is home to an incredibly diverse range of wildlife. Mammals are common and include Hippopotomus, Elephant, Water Buffalo, Roan and Sable Antelope, Red Lechwe, Reedbuck, Bushbuck, Tsessebe, Blue Wildebeest and Impala. 

Elephants are especially numerous here as evidenced by the widespread and conspicuous tree damage throughout. Birdlife is also superb with over 430 species recorded. During our time here we will be on the lookout for Bradfield's Hornbill, Broad-billed Roller, Arrow-marked Babbler, Long-toed Plover, African Pygmy-Goose, Grey-rumped Swallow, Brown Firefinch, and perhaps even the localized Greater Swamp Warbler. Mahango also marks the westernmost limit of several Okavango specialities including Wattled Crane, Lesser Jacana, Coppery-tailed Coucal and Black Coucal. At the Nunda River Lodge we can relax on the deck overlooking the river with a cocktail in hand watching hippos wallow in the shallows, crocodiles basking on the banks and a parade of herons and kingfishers following the river in search of their next meal. On one afternoon we will visit nearby Popa Falls where a hike along the river might produce Rock Pratincole, Yellow-breasted Apalis, Blue-gray Flycatcher, Terrestial Brownbul and, if we are very lucky, Hadada Ibis. Nights at the Nunda River Lodge. 
February 14, Day 13, Nunda River Lodge to Zambezi River Lodge (345 km)

A quick glance at a map of Namibia reveals the presence of an narrow geographical appendage stretching from the country’s northeast corner well into the interior of the continent. It looks a bit like the trunk of an elephant stretching to grasp an object just beyond its reach. In fact, a colonial land grab is exactly what this narrow strip of Namibia is all about. During the days of German colonial rule, the Deutschlanders desired a port of Africa’s east coast. In an ill-fated attempt to establish such a trade route, they traded their interest in Zanzibar to Great Britain for the Caprivi Strip. This gave them access to the Zambezi River which flowed all the way through the interior of Africa and through the German colony of Tanganyika (current Mozambique) where it emptied into the Indian Ocean. Unfortunately, the presence of Victoria Falls on the Zambezi made it impossible to use as a trade route, leaving the present day Caprivi strip as cartographical evidence of how short-sighted and foolish, educated men can be. Today’s drive will take us right through the Caprivi strip to the town of Katima Mulilo. As we head east into Africa’s inner quarters, we will keep alert for birds such as Dickinson’s Kestrel, Racket-tailed Roller, Black-headed Oriole, Southern Ground-Hornbill. If the gods are smiling on us today we may also see one of the continent’s rarest mammals, the African Wild Dog. Around midday, we’ll stop for lunch at a beautiful campsite on the banks of the Kwando river, which later on becomes the Chobe River in Botswana. Here Crested Francolins will come close expecting to pick up the bits and scraps dropped during lunch. Our lodge is beautifully situated on the banks of the mighty Zambezi River, and after checking in and taking a short rest, we will go to the local sewage ponds in search of Lizard Buzzard, Bronze Manikin, Green Sandpiper, White-faced Whistling-Ducks and a variety of weavers. Night at the Zambezi River Lodge. 
February 15-16, Days 14 & 15, Zambezi River Lodge to Chobe Safari Lodge (120 km)

We’ll begin with a pre-breakfast bird walk hoping to find specialties of the area like Schalow’s Turaco, Scarlet-chested, White-bellied and Coppery Sunbirds and a plethora of kingfishers including Brown-hooded, Grey-headed, Giant and Pied. Before again crossing into Botswana, we will stop at the Chobe River flood plains, where some of the inhabitants could be Great Egret, Cattle Egret, Spurwing Goose, African Fish-Eagle, Saddle-billed Stork and African Openbill. We will enter Botswana and then make a 60 km drive through Chobe National Park. Cobe is famous for its elephant population (70,000+) and hundreds cross the main road on their way to the Chobe waterfront for their daily afternoon drink and bath. This is a spectacle that is unforgettable and a trip to Chobe wouldn’t be complete without witnessing it. Our lodge is sited on the banks of the Chobe River and the viewing deck at the bar offers a stunning view over the surrounding wetlands where Elephants, Hippos, Crocodiles, Buffalo and a variety of antelope species roam. On our first afternoon we’ll take a guided boat trip on the river which should get us very close to elephants drinking from and swimming in the river. Crocodiles and hippos will be also be plentiful and birds are well-represented with possible close encounters with African Fish-Eagle and Trumpeter Hornbill likely. Needless to say this will be an excellent venue for photography as well as a chance to relax under the late afternoon African sun in the midst of an abundance of wildlife found in few other places on the planet. We’ll leave our second day in Chobe open and make decisions over dinner about how to proceed. A variety of game drives are available as well as a second, optional boat trip. Nights at Chobe Safari Lodge. 
February 17, Day 16, Chobe Safari Lodge to Victoria Falls (100 km)

This morning we’ll leave Botswana and enter Zambia,  the third African country included in the tour. This border crossing will surely be one of the most chaotic you have ever experienced as an over abundance of zealous moneychangers will harass and harangue you in an attempt to procure your exchange business. The absence of banks or regulated exchange booths at the border lends to this carnival atmosphere. However, don’t be alarmed or dissuaded. Instead, enjoy the spectacle while Charlie your guides sort out the details and remember the dismal recent performance of our own banking system before passing judgment. The drive to our lodge is short and we’ll be there before lunch. It is a wonderfully relaxing and civilized place with plenty of amenities; a completely comfortable way to end your holiday. After lunch we’ll visit Victoria Falls and wander the grounds looking for a few additional birds like Red-winged Starling and Mocking Cliff-Chat. We’ll have a leisurely final dinner together, tally our bird and animal lists and recount the pleasures of our amazing visit to this extraordinary place. Night at David Livingstone Safari Lodge. 
February 18, Day 17, Transfer to Livingstone International Airport (20 km)

We will do our final packing and after breakfast, if time permits, we will quickly have a look at the local sewage ponds for species including Allen’s Gallinule, Lesser Jacana, Green Sandpiper, Sacred, Glossy and Hadada Ibis. We will then drive to the Livingstone International Airport where the tour ends around mid-morning. 

TOUR SIZE:  A minimum of six people will be required to conduct the tour and it will be limited to a maximum of ten people. 
TOUR COST: The cost of the tour will $5500 USD and the single supplement will be $475 USD. You will be charged a single supplement fee if you elect to room alone or if I am unable to provide you with a roommate. The price is inclusive of everything from Windhoek. The price includes all meals beginning with dinner on Day 2 and ending with breakfast on Day 17, all lodging from Day 2 through Day 16, ground transportation in Namibia, Botswana and Zambia, park entrance fees, guide fees and one boat trip at Shakakwe and Chobe. It does not include airfare between your home and Windhoek, airport departure taxes, costs of obtaining a visa for Zambia, alcoholic drinks, phone calls, baggage handling fees, gratuities or any other item of a personal nature.

DEPOSIT & REGISTRATION: To hold a space on the tour you must complete, sign and submit a registration form along with a deposit of $1000. Registration forms are available on the website: www.otusasiotours.com. The remaining balance will be due 90 days prior to departure (November 2, 2011). Payments must be made by check and mailed to 

Otus asio Tours

900 Hillsborough Road

Chapel Hill NC 27516

CANCELLATION POLICY: The cancellation policy is as follows:

More than 90 days from departure date: ½ of the deposit will be refunded

Less than 90 days prior to departure and after full payment has been received: limited to that which can be recouped from vendors, airlines and booking agencies. This may be as little as 25% of the amount paid.
We strongly recommend that you purchase trip insurance to protect yourself in the event that you have to cancel the tour. Squaremouth.com has policies to cover virtually every contingency. Check their website for details. 

EXCHANGE RATE SURCHARGES:  Tour prices are based upon the rate of exchange between Namibian and U.S. dollars at the time of itinerary publication. If exchange rates change drastically, it may be necessary to implement a surcharge. If a surcharge is necessary, every effort will be made to minimize the amount. In the past these instances have been rare and any additional amounts have been 2-3% of the tour price.
CLIMATE: February is the end of summer in southern Africa. Temperatures will be generally warm and sunny although it can be cool at times, especially in the eveningearly part of day and at night. Expect temperatures to range from 65 to 95 F  during the tour. Namibia is an arid country and thus dry conditions are the norm. The Caprivi Strip and the area around Victoria Falls in Zambia are more tropical and humid. 

CURRENCY The currency used in Namibia is the Namibian Dollar or the South African Rand. These currencies trade at a 1:1 ratio. The current exchange rate is 1 USD = 7.45 SAR or NAD.  In Botswana the currency is the Pula which currently trades at 6.84 for 1 USD. US traveler’s checks and cash can be converted to SAR at the airport in Johannesburg or at the Safari Hotel in Windhoek. Visa and Mastercard are widely accepted at the lodges. You can also use USD at some of the lodges, but the exchange rate is not favorable. 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS A passport valid for at least six months beyond your planned departure with a sufficient number of blank pages is required for United States citizens for all three countries visited on this tour. A visa is NOT required for U.S. citizens traveling to Namibia or Botswana. A visa IS required for United States citizens traveling to Zambia. For 
further information, you may wish to contact the Zambian embassy or Pinnacle Travel Document Systems (www.traveldocs.com on the web or 888-838-4867 by phone), a company which handles visa procurement. Non- U.S. citizens should contact the nearest consulates or embassies for instructions. 
HEALTH There are no vaccinations or immunizations required for entry into Namibia or Botswana, however it is recommended that you have current protection against tetanus, Hepatitis A & B and yellow fever. Malaria is also present in the Caprivi strip, Etosha National Park and in Zambia and a prophyllaxis regimen is recommended for anyone visiting these areas. The malaria is the chloroquine-resistant strain; please check with a travel clinic for suggested medications. You can also check with the CDC at www.cdc.gov/travel for the most current recommendations.
Medical facilities are good in the urban areas and adequate in rural. Sanitary conditions are generally good at all stops on this tour and foodstuffs including salads, fruits, etc. are safe to eat. Tap water is safe in urban areas, but if in doubt, stick with pre-packaged or boiled drinks. Overall standards of hygiene in the safari camps and hotels are good. Although no vaccinations are required, it is recommended that your yellow fever, hepatitis, and tetanus protection be current. Malaria is present, including the chloroquine-resistant strain.  
If you are taking prescription medication or over-the-counter medicine, be sure to bring an ample supply that will allow you to get through the tour safely. Please consult your physician as necessary. Remember to pack all medication in your carry-on baggage, preferably in original containers or packaging. As airline baggage restrictions can change without warning, please check with your airline for procedures for packing medication. As standard travel precautions, you should always be up to date with tetanus shots, and strongly consider inoculations against Hepatitis types A and B.   
TIME: Namibia is six hours later than EDT and seven hours later than CDT. 

LANGUAGE: English is widely spoken in all three countries although there are numerous local dialects still in usage. English will be spoken in Windhoek and at the lodges used during the tour.

INFORMATION: For further information, contact Jan Hansen at otusasiotours@me.com or at 919-259-9423.

