NORTHEASTERN ARGENTINA

ENTRE RIOS, IBERÁ MARSHES & IGUAZÚ FALLS
NOVEMBER 3-15, 2012

Argentina is a vast entity; the eight largest country in the world and seeing all of it in a two-week tour isn’t possible. This trip will focus on the rich variety of birds and habitats in the northeastern portion of the country including the province of Entre Ríos, the world-renowned wetlands of Iberá  and the Atlantic rainforests surrounding Iguazú Falls on the Brazilian border. Beginning in the capital of Buenos Aires, we will visit the outlying pampas where the flat grasslands will be somewhat reminiscent of the American Great Plains, albeit without the mono-cultural cornfields. Moving north through Entre Ríos, we will take several days to explore the delta of the Parana River and its nearby riverine forests. Continuing north, we will cross into the province of Corrientes which borders Paraguay, one of Argentina’s northern neighbors. Here we will spend several days exploring the Iberá marshes, the second largest wetland complex in the world, second only to the Pantanal in Brazil. The tour will conclude with several days of birding in the rainforests around Iguazú Falls on the border of the Brazilian state of Paraná. Though not the largest falls in the world, Iguazú is by any measure certainly one of the most spectacular natural wonders on the world. Upon seeing its majesty, Eleanor Roosevelt remarked, “Poor Niagara!” In addition to the magnificent scenery that this tour offers, it will also take us to some of Argentina’s most bird rich regions and allow for the opportunity to see many near endemics and highly range restricted birds. Between 350-400 species are expected, and since the tour will take place during Argentina’s spring, it will present an excellent chance to delay the onset of winter for people in the northern hemisphere. 

Saturday November 3, Day 1: Flights to Buenos Aires You should plan to arrive in Buenos Aires today before noon at Aeropuerto Internacional Ministro Pistarini, airport code EZE. There are several options for non-stop flights from Miami including daily American Airlines and Aerolineas Argentina. Upon clearing customs and immigration you will be met by a ground agent and transferred to our hotel in Buenos Aires. When everyone has arrived we will make a short visit to the Costanera Sur Nature Preserve, a small marsh near downtown Buenos Aires. Despite its urban setting, birds will be abundant and it will be a great beginning after the long flights. Possibilities include White-tufted Grebe; Black-necked and Swan; Fulvous Whistling-Duck; Masked Duck; Lake Duck; Silver Teal; Rosy-billed Pochard; Red Shoveler; Common Gallinule; White-winged, Red-gartered and Red-fronted coots; Cinereous Harrier; Common Stilt; Brown-hooded and Gray-headed gull and Snowy-crowned Tern. A few land birds will also be present including Eared Dove; Picui Ground-Dove; Monk Parakeet; Guira Cuckoo; Green-barred Woodpecker; Rufous Hornero; Sulphur-bearded Spinetail; Wren-like Rushbird; Freckle-breasted Thornbird; Small-billed Elaenia; Many-colored Rush-Tyrant; Spectacled Tyrant; Cattle Tyrant; Fork-tailed Flycatcher; Gray-breasted Martin; White-rumped Swallow; Chalk-browed Mockingbird; Rufous-bellied Thrush; Masked Gnatcatcher; Blue-and-yellow Tanager; Great Pampa-Finch; Long-tailed Reed-Finch; Saffron Finch; Hooded Siskin; Black-capped Warbling-Finch; the lovely Black-and-rufous Warbling-Finch; Yellow-billed Cardinal; Rufous-collared Sparrow; and Yellow-winged Blackbird…and this is just the beginning! Night in Buenos Aires.
Sunday-Monday November 4-5, Days 2 & 3: Buenos Aires to Gualeguaychu

The small city of Gualeguaychu will be our base for the next two nights. Lying in the southeastern corner of Entre Ríos across the Paraná River from Uruguay, Gualeguaychu is about a 230 km drive from the capital. Though small, Gualeguaychu is an important center of trade as it lies on the route between Buenos Aires and San Paulo, Brazil. It also is a popular vacation destination for Argentinian tourists during the summer and will be a pleasant place to use as a base for our forays into the Paraná River delta. The delta was the site of some of the first settlements in Argentina and today is a heavily populated agricultural core of the country. For birders, the delta’s web of islands and wetlands is home to many interesting species including Giant Wood-Rail, Long-winged Harrier, Savannah Hawk, Snail Kite, Curve-billed Reedhaunter, Many-colored Rush-Tyrant, Long-tailed reed-Finch and Scarlet-headed Blackbird. During our time in Gualeguaychu we will also visit the Otamendi Nature Preserve and the area’s espinal woodlands, a interesting habitat of grassland an small shrubs and small-leafed trees a bit reminiscent of Mexican thornscrub. Some of the possible birds here will include White-fronted Woodpecker, Scimitar-billed Woodcreeper, Lark-like Brushrunner, Short-billed Canastero, Rufous-capped Antshrike, Warbling Doradito and Red-rumped Warbling-Finch. Nights in Gualeguatchu.

Tuesday November 6, Day 4: Gualeguaychu to Mercedes

Since Argentina is large, there will be some long drives and today’s journey will qualify. After some early morning birding near Gualeguaychu, we will drive northward through Entre Ríos to Mercedes, a town of about 35,000 in the middle of an important livestock region. The drive will be about 450 km, but we will break it up with several birding stops in the Pampas. Certain to be one of the exciting highlights will be the Greater Rhea, a stately, flightless birds endemic to southern South America. This new world version of the ostrich is the largest bird in South America and a rather common inhabitant of the grassy plains we will pass through today. Other birds we will hope to encounter include Yellow-browed Tyrant, Bran-colored Flycatcher, Rufous-browed Peppershrike and Savannah Hawk. Night in Mercedes.

Wednesday-Friday, November 7-9, Days 5-7: Iberá Wetland Complex

Morning begins with more exploration of the cultivated croplands and broad grasslands outside Mercedes. Some of the birds here will include Lesser Grass-Finch, Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch, a variety of seedeaters and with a bit of luck, Ochre-breasted Pipit. We will continue moving north with plans to reach the Iberá wetlands by late afternoon. Our hotel for the next three nights is very close to the marshes and means our daily ventures will be short. Since the marshes are flat and relatively open the birds here are relatively easy to see, so locating and viewing them will not be especially challenging. Keeping track of all of them might be a different story as this is an exceptionally rich avian region with many very localized species that are difficult to find anywhere else. Some of the possibilities will include Red-winged Tinamou; Rufescent Tiger-Heron; Plumbeous Ibis; Roseate Spoonbill; Stripe-backed and Pinnated bittern; Maguari Stork; Wood Stork; Jabiru; Plumbeous Kite; Black-collared and Hawk; Long-winged Harrier; Limpkin; Giant Wood-Rail; Azure Gallinule; Rufous-sided Crake; Large-billed Tern; Monk Parakeet; Nanday Parakeet; Striped Cuckoo; White-barred Piculet; Field Flicker; Green-barred Woodpecker; Little Woodpecker; Greater Thornbird; Firewood-gatherer; Surucuá Trogon; Strange-tailed Tyrant; Crested Doradito; White-headed Marsh-Tyrant; Crested Becard; White Monjita; Streamer-tailed Tyrant; Yellow-browed Tyrant; Swainson’s Flycatcher; Crested Doradito; Gray-crowned and Plain tyrannulet; Black-capped Donacobius; Masked Gnatcatcher; Purple- throated Euphonia; Orange-headed Tanager; Yellow-billed Cardinal; Red-crested Cardinal; Green-winged Saltator; Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch; Lesser Grass-Finch; Long-tailed Reed-Finch and Rusty-collared; White-bellied and Capped seedeater. The marshes also contain a nice collection of icterids, including Screaming Cowbird; Unicolored Blackbird and Epaulet Oriole; Scarlet-headed Blackbird; Yellow-rumped Marshbird and White-browed and Scarlet-headed blackbird. Mammals include Capybara; Marsh deer; Crab-eating Fox and perhaps Gray Brocket Deer. Nights in Iberá.

Saturday-Sunday, November 10-11, Days 8-9: Iberá to Aristobulo

After a final early morning check of the marshes we’ll continue driving north to Aristobulo in the province of Misiones where we’ll spend the next two nights. In Misiones we will leave Argentina’s temperate regions and enter the more tropical Atlantic rainforest where the birds will be more abundant and reminiscent of species found in southeastern Brazil. We’ll spend one entire day at Cuña Piru Nature Preserve, a gorgeous forested valley with many waterfalls. Some of the birds we hope to find near Arisobula include Brown Tinamou, Green Ibis, Black-capped Screech-Owl, Red-capped Parrot, Vinaceous-breasted Parrot, Silky-tailed Nightjar, Green-barred Woodpecker, White-eared Puffbird, Plovercrest, Wing-barred Manakin, Araucaria Tit-Spinetail, Sharp-tailed Streamcreeper, White-shouldered Fire-eye, Giant Antbird, Rufous Gnateater, Chestnut-crowned Becard, Rufous-crowned Greenlet, Swallow-Tanager, Red-rumped Cacique and Giant Cowbird. Nights In Aristobula. 

Monday-Wednesday, November 12-14, Days 10-12: Iguazú Falls Area

We’ll finish in the Aristobula area with some morning birding before making our final lengthy drive to Puerto Iguazú, a frontier town on northern Misiones lying just 18 kilometers form mighty Iguazú Falls. Due to its proximity to the falls, the town has developed an extensive infrastructure for tourism despite its remote location. By now we will be deep into the steamy Atlantic rainforests where birds and mammals will surely have a tropical feel. Iguazú National Park, shared by Brazil and Argentina is a World Heritage Site and an island of wilderness in an area that is being heavily threatened by agricultural clearing. Iguazú is one of the world’s largest and most impressive waterfalls and during our stay we will spend one entire day birding in the park where an extensive trail system will allow for terrific birding as well as magnificent views of the falls and forest. We’ll also spend a full morning Uruguai provincial park, another excellent birding venue south of town and visit a local hummingbird garden. Regardless of the itinerary, we are certain to find a nearly endless variety of birds, most of which will lifers for visitors from the northern hemisphere. Some of the expected birds around Iguazu include Black-fronted Piping-Guan; Rusty-margined Guan; Short-tailed Nighthawk; Slaty-breasted Wood-Rail; Reddish-bellied Parakeet; Blue-winged Parrotlet; Great Dusky Swift; Black-faced and Surucuá trogons; Black-billed Scythebill; White-throated; Lesser and Plain-winged woodcreeper; White-eyed and Black- capped Foliage-gleaner; Rufous-capped and Gray-bellied spinetail; Plain Xenops; Tufted, White-bearded and Spot-backed antshrike; Plain Antvireo; Rufous-winged Antwren; Short-tailed Antthrush; Red-ruffed Fruitcrow; Black-crowned Tityra; Blue Manakin; Greenish Schiffornis; Southern Antpipit; Long-tailed Tyrant; Yellow Tyrannulet; Three-striped Flycatcher; Sirystes; White-throated Spadebill; Eared Pygmy-Tyrant; Yellow-bellied Elaenia; Sepia-capped Flycatcher; Gray-hooded Flycatcher; White-winged Swallow; White-necked Thrush; Creamy-bellied Gnatcatcher; Riverside Warbler; Blue Dacnis; Violaceous and Chestnut-bellied euphonia; Blue-naped Chlorophonia and Guira Tanager. Nights in Puerto Iguazú.

Thursday November 15, Day13: Domestic Flight to Buenos Aires and Flights Home: 

We’ll have a few final hours of birding near the hotel before going to the airport to catch a midday flight back to the domestic airport in Buenos Aires where the tour will end. Participants will transfer to the international airport for evening flights home. 

LEADERS:  Jan Hansen and a local leader will accompany the group throughout the tour. 
TOUR COST:  The cost for the tour will be $3950 per person double occupancy. This includes all meals beginning with dinner on Day 1 and ending with breakfast on Day 13, all accommodation, ground transportation during the tour, airport transfer on Day 1, bottled water for meals and day trips, all park entrance fees, tips to waiters and porters, guide fees and domestic airfare from Puerto Iguazú to Buenos Aires on Day 13. It does not include international airfare to and from Argentina, tips for local guides, transfer from the domestic airport to the international airport on Day 13, departures taxes or fees, alcoholic beverages and any items of a personal nature. The single supplement for the tour will be $550 per person.
TOUR SIZE:  The group size will be limited to 10 participants plus the two leaders.

INTERNAL FLIGHT:  As stated above, the tour price includes one-way airfare from Puerto Iguazu to Buenos Aires on the last day of the tour. These cost of these tickets has been included in the tour price based on current fares. If there are drastic fare increases prior to purchase a surcharge may be added to the tour price. 
TOUR REGISTRATION:  The deposit for the tour is $1000. In order to reserve a space a signed and completed registration form and a check for this amount must be mailed to Otus asio Tours, 900 Hillsborough Road, Chapel Hill NC, 27516. To be fair, registrations will be accepted in the order that they are received. E-mail requests for a space will be honored, but held only for 10 days. If the deposit has not arrived at that time the space will be released. The final balance will be due 90 days prior to departure (August 3, 2012). 
CANCELLATION POLICY:  This tour requires advance deposits that are not completely refundable, so the following cancellation policy will be in effect. 

Cancellations more than 90 days prior to departure: a $300 cancellation fee will be charged

Cancellations less than 90 days prior to departure: refunds will be limited to whatever amounts can be recouped from vendors in Argentina. This could be less than 15% of the original deposit.

Cancellations less than 20 days from departure: no refund will be available.

Trip insurance to cover potential losses due to cancellation is strongly suggested.
BAGGAGE:  Please try to limit your luggage to one large suitcase and one carry-on bag. As a precaution, it is a good idea to pack a change of clothes, your binoculars, medications, and toiletry items in your airline carry-on bag, should your luggage be delayed or lost. 
Aerolineas Argentinas is very strict about luggage limits and the restrictions are greater for domestic flights than on international flights. The current domestic limit is 15 kilos per person (35 lbs) for checked bags and 5 kilos/person (about 11 lbs) for hand luggage. The overweight charge for checked luggage is about a dollar a kilo. If at all possible, participants should limit their luggage to the 15 kilo limit. Please do not bring large carry-on bags. Large 20” and 21” roll-ons will have to be checked. At the present time, small roll-ons (to ca. 18” in height) are permitted but the jets are older ones with limited overhead space and if travelers bring large carry-on luggage they may encounter problems. In general, packing lighter is better. There will be no storage available for extra baggage in Buenos Aires because we will go directly to the airport at the end of the tour. 
CLIMATE/CLOTHING:  Much like the northern US in spring, weather in temperate regions of Argentina in November can vary widely from sunny and mild to quite chilly and rainy. In general the northern portions of this tour (around Aristobulo and Iguazú) should be warm, but even there a chilly day is possible. For the southern portion of the trip you should bring some warm clothing, including a jacket or fleece, gloves, and a warm hat. Evenings in Buenos Aires are pleasant but can be cool to chilly at this time of year. Dressing in layers is always the best bet when the weather is unpredictable. Polypropylene long underwear is optional, but a good idea as it provides warmth, dries quickly and doesn’t take up much space in your luggage. A hat, sunglasses, and good sunscreen (SFP factor of 30) for protection from the sun are recommended. Dress will be casual throughout the tour. Good raingear and waterproof hiking boots or shoes are essential as we could experience frequent rain (rubber boots are optional). Rain pants may be useful as they can double as an extra layer for added warmth and provide wind protection on chilly mornings. Expect warm to hot weather at Iguazú Falls and some tropical weight clothing will be appropriate here although we urge participants to bring long-sleeved rather than short-sleeved shirts as there may be some biting insects as well. 
INSECTS:  Biting insects should not be a serious problem during the tour although there are likely to be a few here and there, especially near Iguazu. Chiggers are possible at a few sites, but not likely. At any rate, having a supply of repellent will be a good idea. 
DOCUMENTS:  A passport that is valid for at least 6 months after your date of departure 

(May 15, 2013) from Argentina is required for entry. US citizens do not need a visa to enter Argentina.
HEALTH:  At this time, no vaccinations are required for entry into Argentina. However, the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta advise that there is a risk of malaria. Participants should compare known malaria areas within our tour routes (Buenos Aires, Aristobul and Iguazú) when considering whether to take malaria medication for this trip. If you have any questions you should review the CDC website (www.cdc.gov/travel) or see a travel physician. Travelers should always be up to date with tetanus shots, polio immunizations and strongly consider inoculations against Hepatitis types A and B. The maximum elevation on this trip is less than 1000 feet (around Iguazú) and most of the trip is near sea level. We will be eating in good quality restaurants and hotels, whose hygiene standards are generally high. 
WATER:  It is recommended that you do not drink tap water (although it is often claimed to be safe) and instead use bottled water. This is partly because even clean water may contain microbes and a mineral composition that your body is not familiar with cause minor discomfort. 
CURRENCY:  The local currency is the Argentine peso. The current exchange rate is 4.3 ARS to 1 USD. Local currencies are preferred to foreign ones. US dollars can be exchanged at most banks, exchange houses and some hotels. Master Card and Visa are more widely accepted than American Express, but in smaller villages local currency will be required. ATM machines are available in most of the cities. 
LANGUAGE:  Spanish is spoken throughout Argentina.
TIME ZONE:  Argentina is 3 hours ahead of EST.
FIELD GUIDES:  Argentina does not have a great field guide, but the best pocket-sized field reference is:  Narosky, T., and D. Yzurieta. 1993. Guide to the Birds of Argentina and Uruguay.
English language 2nd Edition. 

This book is not widely available and quite expensive i.e. currently $145 on Amazon. 

A less expensive option is to purchase it from a European distributor. The following link is an example where it costs $78 USD plus the foreign shipping. The following link is an example:

www.lynxed/www.lynxeds.com/product/guide-birds-argentina-and-uruguay-complete-editions.com/product/guide-birds-argentina-and-uruguay-complete-edition
INFORMATION:  For more information contact Jan Hansen at 919-259-9423 or otusasiotours@gmail.com.
