NORTHEAST INDIA: 

ASSAM & ARUNACHAL PRADESH
Delhi; Nameri; Eagle’s Nest & Kaziranga

March 16-April 2, 2013

     Northeast India is an ethnically diverse region comprised of seven states, each retaining a distinct culture and tradition. Connected to the rest of India by the Siliguri Corridor, a narrow strip of land only 21 km wide, this is a true frontier region far from India’s political and economic core regions of Delhi and Mumbai. In fact, this remote part of India probably has more cultural affiliation with the neighboring states of Bhutan, Myanmar, Bangladesh than it does with India proper. This is also true ecologically and thus it isn’t surprising that this region’s fauna and flora are more characteristic of the highlands of Bhutan and the rainforests of Myanmar than of the Ganges Plain in central India. 
India's northeastern corner is one of the country's least visited regions, yet it is also considered its richest birding area and is among the top biodiversity hotspots of the world. Three factors account for the profusion of species found in this corner of India: its location at the tri-junction of the Palearctic realm to the north, the Indo-Malayan realm to the south-east and the Indian subregion to the south-west; extremely high precipitation; extreme elevational relief ranging from 7,000m peaks on the Tibetan border to the tropical plains of the Brahmaputra valley in Assam just 150 km away which are barely above sea level. Furthermore, this area is cut by deep gorges and steep hillsides which impede east-west movement of species, and even vehicles today. This has resulted in an extraordinary diversity of species as well as distinct languages and cultures within each major gorge. 
We will move between the tropical plains of Kaziranga to mountainous Himalayan peaks at nearly 10,000 feet near India’s border with Bhutan. The montane rainforest of the eastern Himalayas in the frontier state of Arunachal Pradesh, and the floodplain of the Brahmaputra in the Assam Valley are recognized as two of the most significant endemic bird areas in Asia and this tour will take us through each of these regions. We will visit Nameri and Kaziranga National Parks in search of lowland species and the Himalayan highlands at Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary, which is nestled against the Bhutanese border. Birding throughout these areas is particularly productive during the winter months, when resident species are accompanied by winter migrants and species usually associated with higher altitudes occur at considerably lower elevations. A species list of 350-400 is likely on this tour including many rarely seen birds like Ibisbill, Greater and Lesser Adjutant and the enigmatic White-winged Duck. The tour will also offer excellent mammal possibilities including the endangered One-horned Rhinoceros, Red Panda, Asiatic Wild Buffalo, Asian Elephant and India’s only ape, the Hoolock Gibbon.
DELHI

Delhi's bird list stands at around 450, and we will have one full day to explore either Sanjay Van or Tughlaqabad Fort. Despite being home to a population of over 15 million, Delhi is surprisingly green. It is estimated that 25% of Delhi is wooded, with much of the city’s intact forest cover existing on Delhi Ridge. Sanjay Van, a city park situated on Delhi Ridge provides reasonably good scrub habitat for the more common and widespread birds of northern India. Species habitually seen here include Gray Francolin, Indian Peafowl, Brown-headed and Coppersmith Barbets, Yellow-footed Green-Pigeon, Rose-ringed and Alexandrine Parakeets, Indian Robin, Black Redstart, White-eared and Red-vented Bulbuls, and Bay-backed Shrike. Tughlaqabad Fort is the abandoned 14th century city of Delhi, located 15 km southeast of its present center. The ruins stand on a rocky outcrop of Delhi ridge and are covered by grass and acacia scrub which provides a haven for broad spectrum of species, including Sirkeer Malkoha, Large Gray and Yellow-eyed Babblers, Rufous-fronted and Ashy Prinias, Indian and Singing Bushlarks, Small Minivet, Blue Rock Thrush, and Orange-headed Thrush.

Accommodation: Nights spent in Delhi will be in the clean and comfortable 2* Sunstar Residency in northern Delhi's Karol Bagh district. It is conveniently situated for our arrival and departure and there is an excellent restaurant within easy walking distance.

NAMERI NATIONAL PARK, (APPROX. 180 KM NORTHEAST OF GUWAHATI)

Nameri is a small reserve of undulating forest terrain situated at the border of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. Much of the park consists of mature swamp forest punctuated by grasslands and its major feature is the snow-fed Jia Bhorelli River which forms the border of the two states. Nameri is part of a huge expanse of undisturbed wilderness in the foothills of the eastern Himalayas which is protected by the Indian government. Its national park status has saved this rare sub-Himalayan forest, which has been largely destroyed in other parts of India for agriculture. Infrastructure at Nameri is limited and our excursions here will be on foot exploring the fringes of the park. Even so, the mature forests and scrub along the Jia Bhorelli will provide a plethora of exciting mammal and avian species. Nameri is a designated tiger reserve, however sightings are uncommon in the fringe areas. The park hosts a variety of other wildlife which is more abundant here, including Asian Elephant, Gaur, and Asiatic Wild Buffalo, however the density of the forest makes sightings much more difficult than at Kaziranga.  Nameri’s birdlife is incredibly diverse with over 370 species having been recorded including numerous endangered species, restricted range specialties and seasonal migrants. Ibisbill overwinters here along the boulder-strewn banks of the Jia Bhorelli, with sporadic reports of Long-billed Plover in the winter months. Other species within the river system and adjacent grasslands include Pallas's Fish-Eagle, Ruddy Shelduck, Common Merganser, Sand Lark, River and Red-wattled Lapwings, Great Thick-knee, Pied, Lesser Pied, and Common Kingfishers, Gray-throated Sand Martin, Small Pratincole, and Striated Grassbird.

The forest edge and the adjacent scrub bordering onto the riverbank is often bustling with activity, particularly at dawn, when species such as Blue-bearded Bee-eater, Yellow-bellied Fantail, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Himalayan Black Bulbul, Lineated, Blue-throated, and Blue-eared Barbets, Blue-winged, Golden-fronted, and Orange-bellied Leafbirds, Black-hooded and Maroon Orioles, Lesser Coucal, and Green-billed Malkoha can be seen alongside overwintering Palaearctic migrants including Bluethroat, Siberian and Himalayan Rubythroats, and Red-throated Flycatcher. The globally endangered and largely nocturnal White-winged Duck can be found in shallow wetlands within the sanctuary, and the forest understory hosts a series of skulking specialties, most notably Abbott's and Rufous-fronted Babblers, Striped Tit-Babbler, and Yellow-browed Tesia. Other key species here include Pied Falconet, Oriental Hobby, Jerdon’s and Black Bazas, Wreathed and Great Pied Hornbills (both present in exceptional numbers), Blue-eared Kingfisher, Red-headed Trogon, Small and Rufous-bellied Niltavas, Dollarbird, Sultan Tit, Streaked Spiderhunter, Rufous Woodpecker, White-browed Piculet, Daurian Redstart, Pin-tailed and Orange-breasted Green-Pigeons, Emerald Dove, Blue-naped Pitta, Gray-winged Blackbird, Blue Whistling-Thrush, and the scarce and secretive Silver-breasted Broadbill. 
Accommodation: We will spend our nights at Nameri in either Eco Camp or Jia Bhorelli Wild Resort, depending upon the group size and availability of the former (which is limited). Eco Camp is a comfortable and well-established permanent tented camp located just a short distance from the park entrance. Accommodations are in large 2-bed tents on concrete bases beneath thatched roofs, or in wooden cottages furnished with bamboo furniture and with a private attached bathroom equipped with hot water geyser. The camp has electricity, but there are frequent outages, in which case there is a back-up generator. The open-air restaurant serves as a comfortable place to relax and serves delicious buffet meals featuring local cuisine. Nearby Jia Bhorelli Wild Resort offers comfortably furnished independent cottages, each with attached bathroom with hot and cold running water, and private verandah. Both resort complexes are pleasant and spacious, hosting some mature trees that attract hornbills by day and owls, including Asian Barred Owlet, Brown Hawk-Owl, and Oriental Scops Owl, by night.

EAGLENEST WILDLIFE SANCTUARY (SESSNI AND LAMA), ARUNACHAL PRADESH (APPROX. 250KM NORTH OF GUWAHATI)

Tucked away on the western boundary of Arunachal Pradesh, a stone's throw from Bhutan, is the Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary, a perfect place to use as a base for exploring the various habitats and elevational bands of this remarkable state. In recent years it has started to become a popular low cost alternative to Bhutan which charges visitors very high entrance fees. The big advantage that Eaglenest has over other wilderness areas of Arunachal is its combination of altitudinal range and easy access. Access and good forests are usually antithetical and Arunachal is no exception, except for Eaglenest. Only five hours separate Eaglenest from the airport at Guwahati, the travel hub of northeast India and a jeep track, constructed by an Indian army regiment that was formerly posted here, cuts through the entire reserve. This track provides excellent opportunities for birding, running from Eaglenest Pass at 2780m to the valley floor, and providing easy access to dense forest that is not available at Nameri. Furthermore, the famed Kaziranga is only a three-hour drive from Eaglenest.
Northeast India has a unique montane climate unlike that found at similar latitudes in Himalayas. It is characterized by warmer temperatures, fewer days of frost, and higher rainfall which encourages biological diversity and a rich array of restricted range species. The avifauna of Arunachal Pradesh brings together elements of the subcontinent with those of Myanmar, Bhutan, Tibet and southern China, while a complicated topography and high fraction of forest cover ensures that this avifauna is spectacularly diverse. The abrupt juxtaposition of climate and habitat, from moist, steamy, sub-tropical forests to temperate conifer forests and alpine vegetation on steep upland slopes, enables distinct complexes of species to exist almost side-by-side. When coupled with the fortunate geographical setting, this endows the region with flora and fauna that, for richness and variety, is unmatched anywhere in India. 

Like Nameri, Eaglenest is part of the larger Kameng Protected Area Complex (KPAC) which is one of the largest protected areas in Arunachal Pradesh. The sanctuary, along with its buffer zones contains all the forest types and elevational zones found within the entire KPAC, the only exception being the lowland swamp forests of Nameri. The proximity of this area to the sea facilitates the inflow of moisture-laden summer monsoon winds and the ridges of Eaglenest are the first barrier to these northward moving storms. As a result the southward facing slopes are wet and humid while those north of the ridge cool and dry and each contains its own unique set of birds.

The sanctuary was only created in 1989 and birdlife here remains little-known and poorly documented, however it is estimated that over 600 species breed in a 250km quadrant centered on Arunachal Pradesh.  This represents more than 50% of the birds occurring in mainland India! The discovery of the Bugun Liocichla at Eaglenest in 2006, the first new species to be described in India in over 50 years, is an indication of what lies in store in these uncharted forests. 

The vegetation here ranges from sub-tropical broadleaved forests in the lowlands through montane broadleaved forest interspersed with bamboo, patches of upland cultivation and areas of secondary growth in the species rich mid-altitudes, to sparse conifers and rhododendron at higher elevations. We will concentrate our birding in the species-rich mid-altitudes from bases at Lama Camp at 2350m and Sunderview Camp at 2450m. Lama Camp is an excellent base for exploring the broad-leaved forests on the humid south-facing slopes and the coniferous temperate forests up to Eaglenest Pass at 2780m. Sunderview Camp is on the drier north side of the Eaglenest Ridge and provides access to an entirely different group of birds.

Birdlife throughout Eaglenest is abundant and spectacular. Many species occur in fast-moving mixed flocks including Rufous-fronted and Fire-capped Tits, Gray-chinned and Short-billed Minivets, Rusty-fronted and Streak-throated Barwings, Blue-winged, Red-tailed and Bar-throated Minlas, Long-tailed and Beautiful Sibias, White-bellied Erpornis, Black-chinned and White-naped Yuhinas, Yellow-bellied Fantail, Black-breasted and Mrs. Gould's Sunbirds, and a number of much sought-after specialties such as Sultan Tit, Beautiful Nuthatch, Yellow-throated and Golden-breasted Fulvettas, Golden Babbler, Sikkim Wedge-billed Babbler, Bay Woodpecker, Cutia and Mountain Scops-Owl.

The middle story and forest canopy are home to Greater Yellownape, Rufous-bellied Woodpecker, Crimson-breasted and Darjeeling Pied Woodpeckers, Golden-throated and Blue-eared Barbets, Striated, Ashy, and Mountain Bulbuls, Rufous-necked Hornbill, Brown-throated Treecreeper, Yellow-bellied Flowerpecker, rare and secretive Yellow-rumped Honeyguide, and a host of flycatchers including Slaty-backed, Pygmy Blue, Sapphire, Snowy-browed, Orange-gorgeted, and White-gorgeted, as well as Small, Rufous-bellied, and Large Niltavas. Moss-draped, broadleaved forests harbor the shy Ward's Trogon, while the spectacular Fire-tailed Myzornis can be found feeding on the nectar of flowering shrubs, especially Rhododendron. Bamboo groves at all elevations support species such as Pale-headed Woodpecker, six species of Parrotbill including Brown, Fulvous and Greater Rufous-headed, Indian White-hooded Babbler, Slender-billed Scimitar-Babbler, and Coral-billed Scimitar-Babbler.

Dense vegetation bordering the jeep track hosts various species, including Mountain and Black-necked Tailorbirds, Golden Bush-robin, warblers including Broad-billed, Rufous-faced, White-spectacled, and Grey-cheeked, Rufescent Prinia, Black-headed and Black-eared Shrike-Babblers, Silver-eared Mesia and the skulking Red-faced Liocichla. The newly discovered Bugun Liocichla is known almost exclusively from Lama Camp, and we will make a determined effort to locate this species here and on the road down to the army town of Tenga. Although notoriously difficult to see, Eaglenest is home to numerous Wren-Babblers, including Pygmy, Rufous-throated, Spotted, and Eye-browed, and all three species of Tesia occurring in the subcontinent. Equally elusive are the scarce montane pheasants of the region, Temminck's and Blyth's Tragopans, although the more widespread Kaleej Pheasant is possible, along with three species of hill-partridge: Common; Rufous-throated and Chestnut-breasted; the latter one of 20 species endemic to the East Himalaya Endemic Bird Area. Dusk and dawn find a number of thrushes venturing onto the jeep track, including occasional Dusky, Eyebrowed, Long-tailed, and commoner Plain-backed Thrush, Dark-sided Ground-Thrush, White-collared and Gray-winged Blackbirds, and Blue Whistling-Thrush. Flocks of vocal yet elusive laughingthrushes forage across the slopes in both dense forest and secondary growth including Gray-sided Laughingthrush, Bhutan Laughingthrush and the distinctive eastern Himalayan race of Red-headed Laughingthrush.

At Eaglenest Pass we may also find species associated with higher elevations and the corresponding temperate conditions, such as White-throated Redstart, Maroon-backed and Rufous-breasted Accentors, Gould’s and White-browed Shortwings, Dark-breasted and Dark-rumped Rosefinches, Red-headed, Gray-headed, and Brown Bullfinches, Gold-naped and Scarlet Finches, and Spotted Nutcracker.
The area is also home to some exciting mammals, including Orange-bellied Himalayan Squirrel, Arunachal Macaque, Red Panda and the highly secretive Clouded Leopard. Wild Asian Elephants are present throughout the year at lower elevations, while in summer they climb as high as Eaglenest Ridge at an altitude of 3250m, perhaps their highest reach anywhere in India. In recognition of the vital role this area plays in the seasonal movement of elephants and its importance for their conservation in general, the entire KPAC has been designated an Elephant Reserve.

Accommodation: To enable us to thoroughly explore the range of elevations present within the reserve, and the distinct set of species associated with each, we will divide our nights at Eaglenest between two levels, from which we can then move up or down daily as the weather permits or birding dictates. We will aim to spend equal time at Lama Camp located just outside the sanctuary and Sunderview Camp. Both camps are temporary and basic, but clean. Accommodation will be in walk-in canvas and/or nylon tents equipped with basic camp furniture (twin camp beds with thin mattresses, sheets and thick blankets, table). Tents have integrated groundsheet and are pitched either on the ground or over a raised platform of bamboo matting. The communal dining 'room' at Lama Camp is a cozy shack built of bamboo and other local materials. Both camps are equipped with rudimentary wood-burning stoves for warmth. Nights can be very cold and although a sleeping bag is not an absolute necessity (the bedding (sleeping bags and/or blankets) provided is usually sufficient) you might consider carrying your own and should also be prepared to sleep in your warmest clothes if required, although hot water bottles will be provided with extra blankets available on request. Bathroom facilities are shared, with water for washing (both cold and hot) and for flushing toilets (western-style commodes) supplied by bucket. The bath towels provided are thin (like a thick cotton tea-towel, as commonly used in rural India), and you may wish to consider carrying your own. Electricity supply is by generator only, and is restricted to communal dining areas in the evenings, where it will be possible to charge camera batteries etc. Meals are simple, with breakfasts offering a selection of porridge, eggs, toast, butter and jam, and lunches (at the campsite or picnic) and dinners consisting of a limited but tasty selection of vegetarian local dishes; usually soup followed by Indian flat breads (roti/chapatti) and/or rice with a lentil dish and vegetable dish, and dessert. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided early morning, as well as mid-morning and mid-afternoon, either out in the field or back at the campsite. If you are selective about what you eat it is advisable to bring some snacks with you. Both camps are part of a conservation initiative, initiated to demonstrate the economic value of environmental protection and associated tourism to local people, and are maintained and run by the local Bugun tribal community. The Buguns in fact own the land around Lama Camp which is maintained as a community forest and therefore acts as an important buffer zone between the busy army town of Tenga below and the pristine forest of Eaglenest. Given the geographic isolation of both campsites, the facilities provided to visitors are remarkable. Although campsite staff and your tour leader will do everything to make your stay comfortable you should not expect the same levels of comfort you would find in a permanent camp such as Nameri. The birding more than compensates for 'roughing-it', as does the location for on clear days the view from Lama Camp is spectacular, with the snow-capped peaks of the Gori Chen mountain range, which marks the Tibetan border, visible in the distance.

KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK, ASSAM (APPROX. 200KM EAST OF GUWAHATI)

Kaziranga is a rich mosaic of swamps, marshes, grasslands, and forests and supports teeming numbers of birds and mammals that are normally seen only on exotic TV nature broadcasts. It is frequently referred to as "Asia's Serengeti" and any visitor will surely agree that this is an appropriate moniker. Elephant-back safaris through the park provide opportunities for close encounters with some of Asia’s rarest birds and mammals like One-horned Rhinoceros, herds of Asian elephants, globally-threatened Bengal Floricans and prehistoric Greater and Lesser adjutants. The park hosts the highest density of Bengal tigers anywhere in the world and there are excellent chances to see this rare and vanishing carnivore. Kaziranga is beautifully situated on the south bank of the Brahmaputra River which sweeps down from the Tibetan Himalayas through Bangladesh and into the Bay of Bengal. And its alluvial floodplains are set against the backdrop of the snow-capped Himalayas. Kaziranga is truly one of Asia’s last wild frontiers.
Kaziranga is divided into three primary ranges which can easily be explored by jeep. Walking is also permitted in some places making it an extremely accessible wild area. Declared a national park in 1974, Kazirange has been under some form of protection since as early as 1905, when the then British government declared it a reserved forest and ended all hunting. In 1985 Kaziranga was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in recognition of its vital importance as one of the last undisturbed habitats of the Indian One-horned Rhinoceros. Once widespread throughout the wetlands of northern India and adjacent countries, the One-horned Rhino, is now restricted to pockets of suitable habitat along the India-Nepal border and in Kaziranga, which is home to over 70% of the world population. 

In addition to the rhinos, Kaziranga is home to 1000+ Asian Elephants, 70% of the world population of Barasingha and one of the last remaining populations of Asiatic Wild Buffalo, all of which are easy to find given the open country and flat terrain. Other common mammals include Sambar, Hog Deer, Wild Boar, Rhesus Macaque, and Capped Langur, and Hoolock Gibbon, the only ape to occur in India, can be found in Panbari Reserved Forest to the south of Kaziranga.
Birdlife at Kaziranga is spectacular given the diverse mosaic of habitats that includes swamp forests, ox-bow lakes, savannah woodland, reedbeds, and grasslands. Nearly 500 species have been recorded here including 49 that are globally threatened. Wetland areas like Sohola Beel in the eastern range, support a host of waterbirds including Bar-headed Goose, Cotton Teal, Indian and occasionally Chinese Spot-billed Ducks, Ferruginous Duck, Falcated Teal, River, Whiskered and Black-bellied Terns, Spot-billed Pelican, Northern and Grey-headed Lapwings, Black-headed Ibis, Black, Black-necked, Painted, and Woolly-necked Storks, Asian Openbill, Lesser Adjutant, and the globally endangered Greater Adjutant, a species now restricted almost entirely to the Assam valley. These areas are frequented by numerous birds of prey, including Gray-headed and Pallas's Fish-Eagles, Osprey, Steppe Eagle, Greater and Indian Spotted Eagles, Crested Serpent Eagle, Changeable Hawk-Eagle and Eastern Imperial Eagle, with Pied and Pallid Harriers sporadically seen among the Hen and Marsh Harriers that hawk over the grasslands.

The extensive grasslands host the endangered and secretive Bengal Florican (best seen from Elephant-back in the central range), as well as Striated and Rufous-rumped Grassbirds, while marshy areas are home to the striking and enigmatic Swamp Francolin, a species restricted to the the plains flanking the foothills of the Himalayas. Other key species here include Rosy Pipit, Blue-eared and Stork-billed Kingfishers, Red Junglefowl, Kaleej Pheasant, Spot-winged and Gray- headed Starlings, White-vented Myna, Common Hill-Myna, Striated and Chestnut-capped Babblers, Blue-bearded Bee-eater, Brown and Gray-backed Shrikes, White-rumped Shama, Red-breasted and Alexandrine Parakeets, Scarlet-backed and Fire-breasted Flowerpeckers, Ruby-cheeked Sunbird, Eastern Baya and Finn’s Weavers, Green-billed and Blue-faced Malkohas, and Asian Barred Owlet.

Accommodation: During our time at Kaziranga we will stay at Wild Grass, a comfortable and highly regarded wildlife lodge on the main road running alongside the park entrance. The large rooms are simple but clean and comfortable, with private en-suite facilities equipped with hot water geyser. The large dining area is reminiscent of a past colonial era and serves delicious Indian, Chinese and Continental dishes, while the extensive grounds, complete with bamboo groves and mature trees, are home to numerous birds throughout the day.

Day 1-2 Friday March 16-Saturday March 17:  All participants will need to board an overnight flight to Delhi this evening. We will arrive in Delhi around 10:00PM on March 17th and will be transferred to our hotel. Night in Delhi.

Day 3 Sunday March 18: After a good night’s sleep we’ll spend the morning birding one of Delhi’s traditional hotspots. Our destination will be either Sanjay Van, Tughlaqabad Fort or the Okhla wetland complex. We’ll plan to return to our hotel by early afternoon to give people more time to recuperate from the long flight and to prepare for our departure to Guwahati. Night in Delhi.
Day 4 Monday March 19: We’ll take a morning flight to Guwahati, the capital of Assam. Upon arrival we will drive to Nameri National Park for a three-night stay. Along the way we will have the chance to see some our first regional specialties including Greater Adjutant – an endangered species now restricted almost entirely to the Assam Valley, and White-vented Myna, among a host of commoner Indian species. We will arrive by evening to settle into our comfortable (permanent) tented camp, conveniently situated on the edge of the sanctuary. Night at Nameri.

Day 5-6 Tuesday March 20-Wednesday March 21: Nameri is a small, recently established reserve contiguous with the important and larger tiger reserve of Pakke. Nestled at the foot of the Eastern Himalayas and bisected by the Bhorolli River, it is a serenely, lovely area and supports a very important remnant of the once vast forests and swamps that characterized the northern floodplain of the Brahmaputra River. Though many of the species at Nameri can also be seen at Kaziranga, we will make a special effort to locate others which we are unlikely to encounter at Kaziranga. These will include the very elusive and globally endangered White-winged Duck; Ibisbill, Jerdon’s Baza, Pied Falconet, Oriental Hobby, Long-billed Plover, Spot-bellied Eagle-Owl, Wreathed and Great Hornbills, Ruddy Kingfisher, Blue-naped Pitta and Pale-chinned Flycatcher. Nameri is also home to large numbers of elephants in addition to tiger, Assamese macaque, capped langur, wild dog, golden backed jackal, Bengal fox, hog deer, barking deer, mouse deer, leopard, jungle cat, leopard cat, fishing-cat, Indian gray mongoose, wild boar, Indian porcupine and Indian pangolin. Though it is unlikely that we will see all, or even most of these, it is clear that Nameri’s possibilities will keep us from being bored. Since Nameri has almost no vehicle access, all of our excursions here will be on foot on wide forest tracks and will be of moderate difficulty. Nights at Eco Camp or Jia Bhorelli Resort.
Day 7 Thursday March 22: After an early breakfast we will make our way up into the foothills of the eastern Himalayas in the neighboring state of Arunachal Pradesh. This region is quickly emerging as an alluring alternative to a costly visit to neighboring Bhutan, which imposes considerable entry fees on visitors. Our first stop will be at Lama Camp on the edge of Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary. Eaglenest is a small, relatively unexplored reserve that is part of the West Kameng Protected Area Complex (KPAC), which also includes Nameri. Although it is very small,  Eaglenest contains all altitudinal zones and vegetation types found within the entire KPAC, with the exception of the swamp forests of Nameri. Because a jeep track bisects almost the entirety of the sanctuary's altitudinal range from Eaglenest Pass at 2780m down into the floodplains of Assam, our time here will be spent birding among evergreen broadleaved forests interspersed with conifers, rhododendron, bamboo groves and scrub, giving way to more sub-tropical forests as we descend. This mid-altitude range is truly rich in species, and during winter and early spring many species associated with higher altitudes move down to the more temperate conditions of these elevations, grouping together in roving flocks. We hope to find many of the regions star attractions, including Red-faced Liocichla, Himalayan Cutia, Fire-tailed Myzornis feeding on flowering rhododendrons, Blue-winged Minla, Long-tailed and Beautiful Sibias and a host of yuhinas – most notably White-naped and Whiskered Yuhinas and Rufous-vented. We will also look for Streak-throated and Rusty-fronted Barwings, Black-throated Sunbird, Fire-breasted Flowerpecker, Bay and Rufous-bellied Woodpeckers, Rusty-flanked Treecreeper, Beautiful Nuthatch, Fire-capped and Sultan Tits, Black-browed, Black-breasted, Brown and Rufous-headed Parrotbills, Golden-throated Barbet, Ward's and Red-headed Trogons, Gold-billed Magpie, Golden and White-browed Bush-Robins, Short-billed and Gray-chinned Minivets, Mountain and Ashy Bulbuls, Coral-billed Scimitar-Babbler, Indian White-headed and Golden Babblers, White-browed, Black-eared, and Green Shrike-Babblers, various laughingthrushes including Blue-winged, Bhutan (formerly Striated), and Black-faced, Silver-eared Mesia, Hill Prinia, Mountain Tailorbird, Red-billed Leiothrix, White-gorgeted and Rufous-gorgeted, Flycatchers, Pygmy and Pale Blue-flycatchers, Small, Rufous-bellied, and Large Niltavas, Grey-headed and Red-headed Bullfinches, Rufous-breasted and Maroon-backed Accentors, Crimson-browed, Gold-naped and Scarlet Finches, Dark-breasted and Dark-rumped Rosefinches, Rufous-necked Hornbill, and Collared Owlet. The dense undergrowth harbours some of the more retiring of the region's inhabitants, including White-browed and Gould's Shortwings, Chestnut-headed and Slaty-bellied Tesias, numerous wren-babblers including Eyebrowed and Pygmy, Brownish-flanked Bush-warbler, Long-tailed and Plain-backed Thrushes, as well as Blyth's Tragopan and Common Hill-Partridge, which will take luck and persistence to pin down. We will also spend some time searching for the recently discovered Bugun Liocichla, known only from two locations, both within the sanctuary. Warblers are numerous and striking, and include Broad-billed, Grey-cheeked and Golden-spectacled. The area is also home to some distinctive mammals, and we have a chance of finding Arunachal Macaque and even Red Panda if we are extremely lucky. Night at Lama Camp.
Days 8-12 Friday March 23-Tuesday March 27: We will have five full days and nights to explore the magic of Eaglenest reserve. We will split our time between two camps: Lama and Sunderview during our stay. These lie on either side of the main ridge and thus each offers a different climatic zone; Sunderview on the drier, north facing slopes and Lama on the humid southern slopes. Our daily activities will be decided upon while we are there, but the jeep track will provide us with many choices and easy access to all of the reserve’s habitats. Most of our birding here will be from the jeeps or on the road and any walking will be done with the vehicles only a short distance away. Nights at Lama Camp and Sunderview Camp. 
Day 13 Wednesday March 28: We will depart Eaglenest this morning, making our way down from the foothills into the Assamese plains and across the Brahmaputa River to Kaziranga National Park. We will break up the drive by making numerous birding stops along the way with plans to arrive by evening at our comfortable wildlife resort on the edge of the sanctuary. After the basic conditions of Eaglenest, the lodge at Kaziranga will seem exquisite and will provide a relaxing final venue for the tour. Night at Wild Grass Resort.
Days 14-16 Thursday March 29-Saturday March 31: Kaziranga is one of the truly great wildlife sanctuaries in southern Asia and will be a fabulous place to conclude the tour. It boasts a wonderful mosaic of habitats ranging from vast, head-high grasslands interspersed with lagoons and marshes, monsoon woodlands alive with flowering Erythrina trees, to rich lowland, subtropical forests at the foot of the Panbari hills. Kaziranga supports a wealth of wildlife, including an exceptional number of uncommon and globally threatened species such as the great One-horned Rhinoceros; Asian Elephant; tiger; fishing-cat; Bengal Florican and Swamp Francolin.

Other species that are possible at Kaziranga include Spot-billed Pelican; Black-necked and Lesser Adjutant storks; the handsome Bar-headed Goose; a good variety of ducks; Pallas’s Fish-Eagle; several migrant birds of prey including Greater Spotted, and perhaps Steppe Eagles; Red-necked Falcon; Kalij Pheasant; Gray Peacock-Pheasant; Red Junglefowl; Bronze-winged Jacana; Gray-headed Lapwing; River Tern; Gray-fronted, Orange-breasted, Thick-billed and Yellow-footed Green Pigeons; Green Imperial-Pigeon; Blossom- headed, Alexandrine, and Red-breasted Parakeets; Green-billed Malkoha; Asian Barred-Owlet; Brown Hawk-Owl; Large-tailed Nightjar; Stork-billed Kingfisher; Wreathed, Oriental Pied, and Great Hornbills; Red-headed Trogon; Chestnut-headed and Blue-bearded bee-eater; Lineated and Blue-throated Barbets; Rufous Piculet; Rufous, Streak-throated, Gray-headed, and Fulvous-breasted Woodpeckers; Silver- breasted Broadbill; Black-headed and Maroon Orioles; Crested Treeswift; Scarlet Minivet; Blue-winged Leafbird;  Asian Fairy-Bluebird; White-throated Bulbul; Greater Racket-tailed Drongo; Greater and Lesser Necklaced, Rufous-necked and White-crested Laughingthrushes; Slender-billed Babbler (rare and local); Indian White-headed Babbler; the handsome Chestnut-headed Babbler in the tall elephant grass; White-rumped Shama; Black-backed and White-crowned forktails; Striated Grassbird; a Gray-bellied and Slaty-bellied Tesias; Chestnut-crowned Warbler; Gray-headed, Asian Pied, and Spot-winged Starlings; Red-throated and Rosy Pipits; Little Spiderhunter; Scaly-breasted Munia; and Yellow-breasted and Black-faced buntings. The diversity of habitats and density of species at Kaziranga make very real the possibility of finding something quite unusual, so everyday is sure to be an adventure. 
Kaziranga also hosts many fabulous mammals and we should see Asian Wild Buffalo, Swamp and Hog Deer; Capped Langur; and with a bit of luck, Hoolock Gibbon. Nights at Wild Grass Resort. 
Day 17 Sunday April 1: We will depart Kaziranga this morning and drive back to Guwahati for an evening flight to Delhi. Night in Delhi. 
Day 18 Monday April 2: We will be transferred to Delhi’s international airport for early morning flights home. 

TOUR COST: The cost for the tour will be $4200 USD per person double occupancy from Delhi. This includes all meals beginning with breakfast on Day 3 through dinner on Day 17, accommodations, round trip airfare between Delhi and Guwahati, airport transfers, bottled drinking water, ground transport, guide fees, park and monument entrance fees, bottled drinking water and all tips (All tips are included except for a tip for our local guide who will be with us for the entire tour. Please plan on a tip to be collected for him at the end of the tour. Recommended amounts for this are $75-100 USD). It does not include international airfare, Indian visa, camera fees where they apply, alcoholic beverages, laundry or any other items of a personal nature. There will be a $400 USD single supplement charge.  

REGISTRATION:  The deposit for this tour is $500 per person. The deposit is payable by check which should be mailed to Otus asio Tours at 900 Hillsborough Road in Chapel Hill NC 27516. A completed registration form and signed waiver agreement must also be sent in order for the registration to be complete and accepted. Full payment of tour price will be due 90 days prior to the departure date (December 16, 2012). Final invoices will be mailed in early November 2012.
TOUR SIZE: The maximum number of participants on this tour will be 10. At least 6 persons will be required to operate the tour. 

TRIP INSURANCE: We strongly suggest that you purchase trip insurance in the event that you have to cancel your registration. Many companies have requirements that the insurance be purchased before, or shortly after you register. Please check with the seller on their requirements before purchasing a policy.
BAGGAGE: We suggest that you pack in two small duffel bags, or one duffel and one medium-sized suitcase, plus your carry-on bag. As a precaution, please pack your travel documents, binoculars, medications, basic toiletries, and a change of clothes in your carry-on bag. There may be weight restrictions on the flight between Delhi and Guwahati. Laundry service will be available at Nameri and Kaziranga. 

TOUR DIFFICULTY: Walking is permitted within Nameri National Park and all birding activities here will be on foot. The list of wildlife inhabiting this area mirrors that of Kaziranga and although we will penetrate only the outskirts of the park where mammal densities are lower, this does not diminish the potential dangers. All visits to the reserve are mandatorily accompanied by an armed forest guard, and it is imperative that you pay close attention to this guard and your tour leader or guide at all times, and that you refrain from leaving the group at any time while within the sanctuary. Excursions in Kaziranga and at Eaglesnest will be primarily by jeep although some short roadside walks may be included. 
HEALTH:  A number of immunizations are recommended for a visit to any part of India, and malaria prophylaxis is recommended for most regions throughout the year.  The immunizations advised are: Polio, Hepatitis A, Typhoid Fever, Tetanus, and Diphtheria.  In addition, immunization against Hepatitis B, Japanese Encephalitis, Cholera, and TB may be considered.  Check the CDC website for all current recommendations regarding travel in India. Pre-exposure vaccines for rabies are not usually recommended for short-stay travelers with the exception of animal-handlers, or those who intend to stay in isolated areas.  As a precaution you should take care to avoid all contact with animals (in particular dogs and monkeys) to prevent bites and scratches. 
     The most common cause of illness among travellers in India is diarrhea (the ubiquitous Delhi Belly!), which can be accompanied by vomiting and in some cases fever.  Most visitors can expect to suffer to some extent at some point in their visit, however there are a number of precautions you can take to avoid a severe attack.  Most importantly, drink water only from bottles with intact seals, do not accept drinks with ice, which may have been made using untreated water, and use bottled water for brushing your teeth – if in doubt ask your tour leader for advice.  Most minor cases of diarrhea are not due to food poisoning but simply the presence of bacteria your system is not accustomed to, and are usually self-limiting within a couple of days.  If you do suffer from diarrhoea an anti-diarrhoeal agent, such as Loperamide (Immodium) can reduce the symptoms, while an antibiotic such as Ciprofloxacin may be useful in more severe cases.  It is important to avoid dehydration by drinking plenty of non-alcoholic fluids, possibly supplemented by oral re-hydration solutions. (During the 2011 tour only one person had intestinal difficulties and these were very minor and only lasted a few days.)
INSECTS: Mosquitoes may be a problem in some places and we strongly advise that you bring an effective insect repellent and apply it regularly. Wearing light-coloured long-sleeved shirts and long-trousers, particularly in the evenings, will also help prevent insect bites. The cool temperatures of the foothills and mountains generally mean that mosquitoes are not too prevalent there, however they will be more abundant in Nameri and Kaziranga you will still need to take sensible precautions.  Mosquito nets are not typically provided and should not be required providing you take the precautions outlined above; however you may wish to consider bringing your own if you feel it would add to your personal comfort. Leech socks are also suggested for the walks at Nameri. 
PASSPORT AND VISA REQUIREMENTS:  All foreign nationals require a visa to enter India, obtainable from your nearest Indian embassy or through an online procurement service like Travisa Outsourcing. You must have at least two blank visa pages in your passport in order to have a visa issued.  It is a further requirement of the visa issuing authorities that your Passport must be valid for 6 months after your exit from India.  Issuing of a visa may take up to 2/3 weeks and although we will advise you on your application, it is your responsibility to ensure that you complete the necessary formalities in advance of the tour. Tourist visas for India are normally issued for a period of 6 months, valid from the date of issue.  Fees, requirements, and application arrangements vary with nationality, and are subject to continual change.  It is imperative that you check with the appropriate office well in advance.  It may be possible to use a visa agent to secure the visa on your behalf, although this does involve an additional handling cost. 
The visa application form requires you to give a contact name, address, and telephone number in India, for which you may use the following: 
1. Jennifer De Souza, India Nature Tourism Pvt. Ltd., S-6 Roomir Apartments, Miramar, Panjim, Goa 403001, India, ph.: +91-9850469472 

2. Qupeleio De Souza, A-203 Chowgule Meadows, Paithona, PO Betim, Goa 403101, India, ph.: +91 982213985
CLIMATE: The weather conditions throughout this tour will be highly variable as a result of the range of altitudes incorporated, and climate will vary markedly from place to place. Temperatures of lowland sites (Nameri, Kaziranga) will be warm to hot (20-30C) by day with cooler nights and early mornings (10- 15C) that can feel particularly cold in open jeep. From mid-March onwards temperatures begin to rise, reaching 35C in the heat of the day with accompanying high humidity within the forests of Nameri. Conditions at Eaglenest are inherently variable, the coldest period being December to February when temperatures, although usually remaining above freezing by day (5-10C, warmer in the sun), often drop well below zero at night. After this time temperatures are more moderate (up to 20C), although cold spells should be anticipated. October to May is the dry season, however with parts of northeast India experiencing the highest rainfall on earth it is impossible to guarantee dry weather at any time of the year. Eaglenest experiences three-quarters of its annual rainfall during the southwest monsoon (Jun-Oct), however showers are possible throughout the year and can be particularly heavy in late March and April. November to January are generally the driest and most-cloud free months, while from late December to the end of February any precipitation is more likely to fall as hail or snow, with frost common above 2600m until March. Areas above 3500m are often snowbound until June, however any snow that falls below 3000m rarely persists on the ground and does not pose an impediment to birding. Eaglenest falls in the cloud forest zone and thick fog can occur at any time at altitudes between 1700m and 2500m, especially in the afternoons.
INFORMATION:  For further information about this tour contact Jan Hansen at Otus asio Tours at 919-259-9423 or otusasiotours@gmail.com. 

A list of species that have been seen on tours running comparable itineraries is available upon request. 

