OAXACA

NOVEMBER 2008

Day 1, November 6: Everyone arrived in Oaxaca as scheduled and we quickly settled into our rooms at the Mision de Los Angeles. After a few drinks and a brief orientation, we had an early dinner. A few people walked downtown for the first time while others ate the hotel.

Day 2, November 7: We spent the first morning birding the thorn scrub on the hillside below the ruins at Monte Alban. It was chilly and the birds came slowly. The morning’s highlight was a semi-cooperative Slaty Vireo. Much easier to see were several White-throated Towhees near Tomb 7 and a Dusky Hummingbird at the café terrace. After a box lunch we drove to the nearby town of Arrazola and visited the “alebrije” workshop of Pepe Santiago. The evening dinner was held at Casa de la Abuela on the zocalo.
Day 3, November 8: Today began at the reservoir above the town of Teotitlan del Valle where hundreds of swallows put on an aerial show. The reservoir had a few ducks and shorebirds with Least Grebes being the most interesting inhabitants. Walking the road above the reservoir we found Greenish Elaenia, Bewick’s Wren, Western Scrub-Jay and a variety of warblers. As we climbed into the pine-oak clad mountains the number and diversity of birds increased rapidly. At the lunch break we encountered a mixed flock containing Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo, Collared Towhee, Audubon’s Oriole, Bridled Titmouse. Later we found our first Red Warbler and closed the afternoon with excellent views of several Mountain Trogon. On the return through Teotitlan we were given a weaving demonstration by one of the local Zapotec artisans. Dinner was at Mantanial.

Day 4, November 9: We spent the entire day birding the mountain ridge at La Cumbre. It was a bit slow and we had to work hard for everything. Highlights for the day included Dwarf Jay, Gray-barred Wren, Golden-browed Warbler, Red Warbler, Crescent-chested Warbler and a female Garnet-throated Hummingbird. We returned to Oaxaca City and ate dinner at the Restaurant Antequera at the Mision de Los Angeles.
Day 5, November 10: An early start was mandatory as our destination was Tuxtepec, a 6-hour drive over the mountains. Our first stop was at Puente del Ierna. This proved to be one of the birdiest locales of the tour and we added about 15 new species during our brief visit. Some of the birds of interest were Hepatic Tanager, Painted Bunting, Green Kingfisher, Happy Wren and a singing Orange-billed Nightengale-Thrush. Brief but frequent stops broke up the long drive and resulted in mixed success. After cresting the ridge onto the Caribbean slope we began to encounter different birds including Unicolored Jay, Collared Aracari and Violaceous Trogon. We arrived at Hotel Villa Esmeralda after dark and ate dinner at the Barro Negro.

Day 6, November 11: This morning we birded the road near the village of Camelia Rojo about 20 minutes from Tuxtepec. It was hot and steamy by 10:00 AM; quite a change from the dry climate of the Oaxaca valley! Despite the heat and humidity we found many new species including Black-headed Saltator, Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl, Passerini’s Tanager, Band-backed Wren, Blue-black Grassquit, Melodious Blackbird, Black Hawk-Eagle and Hook-billed Kite. After lunch and a siesta, we drove to the patch of forest at Bethania. The highlight here was Sumichrasts’s Wren, a Oaxacan endemic with a very restricted range. A single fruiting tree provided most of the entertainment as it was visited by Rose-throated Becard, Boat-billed Flycatcher, Masked Tityra and Clay-colored Robin. Dinner was again at the Barro Negro.
Day 7, November 12: Our morning plan to return to Bethania was derailed when Jack took sick and had to be taken to a clinic in Tuxtepec. What seemed at first like a birding disaster turned to gold in a small city park on the river. While waiting for Jack and having breakfast we added 9 new species including Ringed Kingfisher, Yellow-winged and Blue-gray Tanagers and Baltimore and Orchard Orioles. While the birds entertained us, we in turn, entertained the locals who are likely still wondering what our visit was all about. After collecting Jack, we decided to drive into Veracruz for what was left of the morning. This turned out to be another excellent decision as we found a plethora of water birds along the highway including Snail Kite, Limpkin, Amazon Kingfisher, Altamira Oriole and Scrub Euphonia. After lunch we returned to Camelia Rojo and added Yellow-tailed Oriole, Black-headed Trogon and Laughing Falcon. The evening concluded with another dinner at Barro Negro.
Day 8, November 13: Most of today was dedicated to the long drive back to Oaxaca City. The few stops we made were very slow which the drive seem even longer. Above Valle de Nacional we were able to find Barred Antshrike, White-collared Swift, Collared Trogon and Rusty Sparrow. Despite these exciting finds, the day was slow and we limped back into Oaxaca around 5:00 PM, tired, worn and ready for a rest. Dinner was at the Restaurant Antequera.
Day 9, November 14: Today we drove west into the Pacific lowlands where the birding was fabulous and more than made up for the struggles of yesterday. Our first stop was outside the village of Totolapan where we found Streak-backed Oriole, White-lored Gnatcatcher, Gray-breasted Woodpecker, Curve-billed Thrasher and Nutting’s Flycatcher. As we headed west we continued to find exciting birds like Flammulated Flycatcher, Citreoline Trogon, Russet-crowned Motmot, Boucard’s Wren, Orange-breasted Bunting, White-throated Magpie-Jay and Yellow-winged Cacique! Equaling the birds was the fantastic landscapes carved with deep canyons and littered with stately cacti. On the way home we stopped at the Ocatlan microwave towers to search for the reclusive Ocellated Thrasher. Despite two birds singing at very close range we were not successful in visually locating either. Perhaps we have a reason to return someday! The evening meal was at El Naranjo where I wish I could say we lingered over dinner, but, it would be more accurate to say that the service was atrocious. Fortunately this was our only culinary misshap of the tour.
Day 10, November 15: We returned early to the towers on another thrasher search but overcast skies and chilly winds were against us and we struck out again. The remainder of the morning was spent on the road to Yagul where we did locate a few Bridled Sparrows, our final endemic of the tour. After a brief tour of the ruins we made a brief stop in Teotitlan to purchase some tapetes and then it was back to Oaxaca City for a free afternoon. Our farewell dinner was at the Restaurant Antequera.

Day 11, November 16: Early morning departures to the airport for flights home ended a memorable trip marked by great birds, great food and great people!
