ROMANIA: TRANSYLVANIA &

THE DANUBE DELTA

Column 1
# of days seen during tour

Column 2
highest number of individuals seen

Mute Swan



7
350
Cygnus olor

Greylag Goose


3
50
Anser anser

Common Shelduck


2
5
Tadorna tadorna

Ruddy Shelduck


1
250
Tadorna ferruginea

Gadwall



3
60
Anas strepera

Mallard



6
450
Anas platyrhynchos

Green-winged Teal


2
15
Anas crecca
Eurasian Wigeon


1
3
Anas penelope

Northern Shoveler


3
25
Anas clypeata

Garganey



4
75
Anas querquedula

Ferruginous Duck


4
25
Aythya nyroca
Tufted Duck



1
1
Aythya fuligula

Ring-necked Pheasant


1
3
Phasianus colchicus

Little Grebe



4
15
Tachybaptus ruficollis
Great Crested Grebe


5
25
Podiceps cristatus
Red-necked Grebe


1
2
Podiceps grisegena
Eared Grebe



2
6
Podiceps nigicollis

White Pelican



7
1500
Pelacanus onocrotalus
Dalmatian Pelican


4
40
Pelicanus crispus
Great Cormorant


6
150
Phalocrocorax carbo
Pygmy Cormorant


4
1500
Phalocrocorax pygmeus
Little Bittern



3
4
Ixobrychus minutus
Black-crowned Night-Heron

4
125
Nycticorax nycticorax
Squacco Heron


6
275
Ardeola ralloides
Little Egret



7
200
Egretta garzetta
Great Egret



5
30
Egretta alba
Gray Heron



6
60
Ardea cinerea
Purple Heron



5
25
Ardea purpurea
White Stork



3
100
Ciconia ciconia
Black Stork



4
8
Ciconia nigra
Glossy Ibis



5
35
Plegadis falcinellus
Eurasian Spoonbill


4
3
Platalea leucorodia
White-tailed Eagle


2
5
Haliaeetus albicilla
Lesser Spotted Eagle


1
8
Aqila pomerina

Booted Eagle



1
1
Hieraaetus pennatus
Marsh Harrier



5
15
Circus aeruginosus
Montagu’s Harrier


1
1
Circus pygargus
Long-legged Buzzard


2
3
Buteo rufinus
Common Buzzard


3
12
Buteo buteo
Honey Buzzard


4
5
Pernis apivorus
Eurasian Sparrowhawk

4
2
Accipiter nisus
Levant’s Sparrowhawk

1
1
Accipiter brevipes
Northern Goshawk


1
2
Accipiter gentilis
Common Kestrel


5
3
Falco tinnunculus
Eurasian Hobby


4
15
Falco subbuteo
Water Rail



4
2
Rallus aquaticus
Little Crake



3
2
Porzana parva
Common Moorhen


4
100
Gallinula chloropus
Eurasian Coot



7
5000
Fulica atra
Eurasian Oystercatcher

4
3
Haematopus ostralegus
Black-winged Stilt


3
40
Himantopus himantopus
Pied Avocet



2
10
Recurvirostra avosetta
Collared Pratincole


1
35
Glareola pratincola
European Golden-Plover

1
3
Pluvialis apricaria
Little Ringed Plover


2
15
Charadrius dubius
Common Ringed Plover

1
6
Charadrius hiaticula
Snowy Plover



1
1
Charadrius alexandrinus
Northern Lapwing


6
80
Vanellus vanellus
Ruddy Turnstone


1
4
Arenaria interpres
Dunlin




1
1
Calidris alpina
Broad-billed Sandpiper

1
1
Limicola falcinellus
Little Stint



1
2
Calidris minuta
Common Sandpiper


1
4
Actitis hypoleucos
Wood Sandpiper


5
8
Tringa glareola
Green Sandpiper


3
3
Tringa ochropus
Common Redshank


1
25
Tringa totanus
Spotted Redshank


4
12
Tringa erythropus
Common Greenshank


5
15
Tringa nebularia
Marsh Sandpiper


1
3
Tringa stagnatilis
Black-tailed Godwit


6
50
Limosa limosa
Eurasian Curlew


2
7
Numenius arquata
Common Snipe


5
10
Gallinago gallinago
Ruff




4
75
Philomachus pugnax
Red-necked Phalarope

1
8
Phalaropus lobatus
Little Gull



1
40
Larus minutus
Black-headed Gull


7
1000
Larus ridibundus
Mediterranean Gull


1
35
Larus melanocephalus
Lesser Black-backed Gull

1
1
Larus fuscus
*Yellow-legged Gull


6
200
Larus michahellis ssp. cachinnans
Little Tern



1
12
Sterna albifrons
Gull-billed Tern


1
15
Sterna nilotica
Sandwich Tern


1
3
Sterna sandvicensis
Common Tern



6
75
Sterna hirundo
Caspian Tern



5
75
Sterna caspia
Black Tern



2
30
Chlidonias niger
White-winged Black Tern

1
15
Chlidonius leucopterus
Whiskered Tern


6
500
Chlidonias hybridus
Rock Pigeon



6
100
Columba livia
Stock Dove



2
5
Columba oenas
Common Wood Pigeon

5
5
Columba palumbus
Eurasian Collared-Dove

8
500
Streptopelia decaocto
Common Cuckoo


1
1
Cuculus canorus
Little Owl



1
1
Athene noctua
Alpine Swift



1
3
Apus melba
Common Kingfisher


4
25
Alcedo atthis
Eurasian Hoopoe


3
10
Upapa epops
European Bee-eater


4
200
Merops apiaster
European Roller


6
40
Coracias garrulus
Black Woodpecker


2
2
Dryocopus martius
Green Woodpecker


2
2
Picus viridis
Gray-headed Woodpecker

3
1
Picus canus
Great Spotted Woodpecker

3
3
Dendrcopus major
Syrian Woodpecker


2
2
Dendrocopus syriacus
Middle Spotted Woodpecker

1
5
Dendrocopus medius
White-backed Woodpecker

1
1
Dendrocopus leucotos
Crested Lark



3
6
Galerida cristata
Bank Swallow



4
200
Riparia riparia
Crag Martin



2
15
Ptyonoprogne rupestris
Barn Swallow



10
2000
Hirundo rustica
House Martin



6
1000
Delichon urbica
Tawny Pipit



2
1
Anthus campestris
Tree Pipit



1
1
Anthus trivialis
Yellow Wagtail


4
3
Motacilla flava
White Wagtail 


9
50
Motacilla cinerea
Gray Wagtail



2
6
Motacilla alba
White-throated Dipper

1
1
Cinclus cinclus
Winter Wren



1
1
Troglodytes troglodytes
European Robin


2
3
Erithacus rubecula
Common Redstart


3
3
Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Black Redstart



5
4
Phoenicurus ochruros
Whinchat



3
25
Saxicola rubetra
Isabelline Wheatear


1
12
Oenanthe isabellina
Northern Wheatear


2
10
Oenanthe oenanthe
Black-eared Wheatear


1
1
Oenanthe hispanica
Common Blackbird


1
1
Turdus merula
Fieldfare



3
30
Turdus pilaris
Mistle Thrush



1
1
Turdus viscivorus
Lesser Whitethroat


2
1
Sylvia curruca
Sedge Warbler



2
1
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Reed Warbler



3
8
Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Great Reed Warbler


2
3
Acrocephalus arundinaceus
Savi’s Warbler


1
1
Locustella luscinoides
Icterine Warbler


1
1
Hippolais icterina
Olivaceous Warbler


1
1
Hippolais pallida
Willow Warbler


3
5
Phylloscopus trochilus
Chiffchaff



1
1
Phylloscopus collybita
Goldcrest



1
3
Regulus regulus
Spotted Flycatcher


6
15
Musciapa striata
Great Tit



6
25
Parus major
Blue Tit



6
10
Parus caeruleus
Coal Tit



2
8
Parus ater
Crested Tit



1
2
Parus cristatus
Willow Tit



2
4
Parus montanus
Marsh Tit



2
8
Parus palustris
Sombre Tit



1
10
Parus lugubris
Long-tailed Tit


1
15
Aegithalos caudatus
Penduline Tit



2
5
Remiz pendulinus
Bearded Reedling


3
10
Panurus biamicus
Eurasian Nuthatch


2
1
Sitta europaea
Wallcreeper



1
1
Tichodroma muraria
Eurasian Treecreeper


2
2
Certhia familiaris
Red-backed Shrike


10
40
Lanius collurio
Northern Shrike


1
1
Lanius excubitor

Lesser Gray Shrike


2
2
Lanius minor
Woodchat Shrike


1
2
Lanius senator
Common Magpie


10
125
Pica pica

Eurasian Jay



3
15
Garrulus glandarius
Spotted Nutcracker


2
3
Nucifraga caryocatactes
Jackdaw



7
75
Corvus monedula
Rook




3
300
Corvus frugilegus
Hooded Crow



10
400
Corvus corone cornix
Common Raven


3
8
Corvus corax
European Starling


5
100
Sturnis vulgaris
Golden Oriole



4
3
Oriolus oriolus
House Sparrow


9
1000
Passer domesticus
Eurasian Tree Sparrow

2
40
Passer montanus
Chaffinch



4
8
Fringilla coelebs
Common Linnet


1
12
Carduelis cannabina
European Goldfinch


2
3
Carduelis carduelis
European Greenfinch


1
1
Carduelis chloris
Eurasian Bullfinch


1
4
Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Red Crossbill



1
10
Loxia curvirostra
Reed Bunting



3
2
Emberiza schoeniclus
Yellowhammer


2
3
Emberiza citinella
*  Yellow-legged/Caspian Gull complex: The current taxonomy of the Caspian Gull (Larus cachinnans) is unclear and there is no agreement among authorities as to whether it is a separate species or a subspecies of the Yellow-legged Gull (Larus michahellis). The British Ornitholigists’ Union, the major European taxonomic organization has not split the Caspian Gull and still includes it as part of the Yellow-legged Gull complex. Dutch authorities argue for a split based on subtle plumage differences, habitat choice and range. The major plumage characteristics exhibited by Caspian Gull are duller pinkish-yellow legs (bright yellow on michahellis); a lighter gray mantle and more extensive white in the primaries. If you would to read further and in more depth about the identification of Caspian Gull there is a lengthy treatise at the following website: 
(www.berksbirds.co.uk/articles/caspiangullid.asp).  

     I have concluded that the majority of the birds we saw during the Romanian tour were Caspian Gull (Larus cachinnans ).  This is based on the pinkish leg color and the range. We did see one member of this complex with bright yellow legs while on the beach at the Black Sea. This could well have been a Yellow-legged Gull (Larus michahellis). However, without direct comparison between the two species and the lack of plates in any of the current European field guides, I think this is mere speculation. For purposes of this list I have followed the BOU and classified all of the large gulls as Yellow-legged Gulls of the Caspian subspecies (Larus michahellis cachinnans. For your own list, you can do further research to decide which taxonomic organization to follow if this is unsatisfactory.
MAMMALS

European Red Squirrel
Sciurus vulgaris
European Souslik

Spermophilus citellus
European Dormouse

Glis glis

Red Fox


Vulpes vulpes

Muskrat


Ondatra zibethicus
European Brown Bear

Ursos arctos
NARRATIVE
     Our tour began in Bucharest, a city whose past trauma was painfully in evidence. It’s hard to imagine that anyone could have believed that the colorless and characterless Communist era apartments that dominate so much of the city were actually a positive contribution to Romanian culture and society. They now stand as a cold, concrete legacy to a failed attempt to crush the Romanian spirit. Thankfully, that time has ended and Bucharest now shows encouraging signs of being on the rise. The process will be slow but has clearly begun. The drab gray tones of the past are being replaced by architectural angles, colorful clothing and the sounds of a bustling city looking optimistically toward the future. 
     After being picked up by our guide, Daniel Petrescu, and his driver Tudor, we began driving north through the Prahova Valley to Transylvania. It was interesting to notice the lack of suburban sprawl outside of the city. It seemed one minute we were in an urban morass and the next driving across a broad, open plain. As we neared Transylvania the terrain became more rolling and the distant hills gradually materialized on the horizon. Our first birding stop was near the town of Rasnov where a short hike through a small gorge produced White-throated Dipper and several Gray Wagtails. We also quickly learned that Red-backed Shrikes would be omnipresent. By early evening we arrived at our hotel in Zarnesti where we were properly spoiled by our hosts, Elena and Gigi, for the next three nights. 
     Our first day in the high country was spent at Piata Craiului National Park where a portion of Cold Mountain was filmed. Some of the highlights here were four Eurasian Bullfinch, a cooperative Northern Goshawk and a nice variety of tits including a few Crested. Our best bird in the park was a Wallcreeper (known instead to Jean as a Cliffhanger—perhaps we should compromise and call it a Wallhanger). Unfortunately not everyone was able to see it but, I guess that’s part of the game in birding. In the afternoon we visited Bran Castle, a monument to tacky capitalism. Surely Ceausescu would wince at the sight of vendors selling plastic cowboy hats and Dracula t-shirts. The castle has little to do with Vlad Tepes or with the mythical Dracula although it was a chance to see a 15th century Romanian castle. For me, once was enough!
     The next morning found us in another valley an hour north of Zarnesti. Here the sheer stone walls were replaced with verdant pastures and fields and an entirely new subset of birds—except of course, for the ever present Red-backed Shrike. New species here included Northern Shrike, Yellowhammer, Spotted Flycatcher and many Whinchats. By mid-morning, many raptors had taken to the skies and we saw our first Common Kestrel and several Lesser Spotted Eagles. After an free afternoon in Zarnesti, we returned to the valley that evening for some mammal watching. Before entering the bear hide we found a White-backed Woodpecker, perhaps our best bird of the tour! Later we watched 9 or 10 European Brown Bears come to a feeding station provided by the Romanian forest service. Though this seemed a bit artificial, it was better than watching them eat from garbage cans! 
     Departing Transylvania, we drove east towards the Danube Delta. Again the landscape consisted of vast plains that had been converted to agricultural use. This part of Romania seemed like a living history museum as horse drawn carts, communal wells and shepherds were common sights. In the villages most people had dedicated their entire yards to growing vegetables and fruits and many people had a haystack for winter animal feed. We saw very few mechanical harvesters as we passed through the country side. Romania’s entry into the EU and their desire to modernize will surely bring changes to the country’s rural lifestyle in the coming years. Perhaps we were seeing the last vestiges of this pastoral life. It would be fascinating to return in 10 years. I wonder, if by then, the only horse carts will be in the village museum in Bucharest. 

     In Tulcea we boarded our floating hotel, our home for the next 5 nights. With Daniel as our guide we explored many canals and lakes as we floated through the Danube Delta Biosphere, one of Europe’s largest and most important wetlands. One of the exciting birds we saw included Dalmatian Pelican, one of Europe’s rarest and most endangered birds. Though we were never able to closely approach them we were able to compare the differences between them and the more numerous White Pelicans. Some of the other unusual species included Ferruginous Duck, Water Rail, Eurasian Spoonbill, Black Woodpecker, Bearded Reedling, Long-tailed Tit and Marsh Harrier. The birding here was enhanced by enjoying cold beer and Romanian wine as we floated quietly through the labyrinth of channels, marshes and swamps. As we drifted and drank we enjoyed armies of Eurasian Coot,  Squacco Heron, Northern Lapwing and the largest collection of Pygmy Cormorant anywhere on earth. The lack of electronic media forced us to relax and it was easy to forget about the stresses of industrialized life. 
     Our last 2 days were spent birding the region of Dobrogea which lies south of Tulcea toward the Bulgarian border. We spent our evenings at Ibis House in Tulcea, a beautiful lodge that seems a bit out of place among the simple dwellings and Communist block apartments. In the oak forests near Macin National Park we found some of our best birding of the tour. Leading the parade of new species was the Sombre Tit, an east European specialty that was fairly numerous the first morning. Other highlights included Middle Spotted Woodpecker, many hoopoes and rollers, and Northern Wheatear. At a nearby quarry we found Levant’s Sparrowhawk, Tawny Pipit, Common Linnet and Booted Eagle. During the standard Romanian lunch of tomatoes, cucumbers and stale bread we watched a Black-eared Wheatear and fed the stray dogs. Along the rocky ridges in the park we found numerous Isabelline Wheatears and Woodchat Shrike but failed in our attempt to call a Stone Curlew. Our second day in Dobrogea took us further south to the shore of the Black Sea. A cold front helped us remember how far north we really were and the temperature seemed more September-like in the upper Midwest. However, the birding was excellent and we again found many new species including Marsh Sandpiper, Broad-billed Sandpiper, Collared Pratincole, Little Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Lesser Gray Shrike and several hundred Ruddy Shelduck. We returned to Ibis House for our final dinner where we were treated to a raucous performance of Romanian folk music by two local musicians. 
    The next morning Tudor arrived to drive us back to Bucharest. After saying our good-byes to Daniel and Tudor we took the metro to Herastrau Park and the Romanian Village Museum. Before separating to see the exhibits we added a Common Blackbird bringing our trip total to 174. 

     Romania was a remarkable place to visit. The birding was exceptional, the food surprisingly tasty and the people warm and friendly. The country has a dim past but a bright future. I feel fortunate to have been there. Thanks for joining me and doing your part to make it another memorable travel experience.
