NAMIBIA:WALVIS BAY POST-TRIP
AUGUST 15-19, 2011

Leader: Jan Hansen
The post-trip extension will visit the following sites:

Namib-Naukluft National Park: This national park is centered on the Namib Desert, one of the oldest desert’s on earth and most arid deserts on earth. The Namib Desert claims the tallest sand dunes on earth, some of which rise over 1000 from the desert floor. The huge burnt orange dunes will provide an incredible panoramic backdrop as we search for some of the area’s resident birds and mammals. 
Skeleton Coast: The coastal area from southern Namibia north to the Angolan border has been dubbed the ‘Skeleton Coast.” The name is derived from the thousands of bleached whale bones that littered the beaches during the days of active whaling off the Namibian coast. This was a treacherous stretch for sailors and there are over 1000 shipwrecks on visible from shore between South Africa and Angola. The climate is also inhospitable as the cold Benguela Current runs north along the coast from Antarctica bringing cold water and perpetual fog to Namibia. The prevailing winds blow from land to the sea preventing the desert from receiving ocean generated precipitation and accounting for the aridity. Heavy surf and cold water make these beaches unattractive to swimmers and thus they are generally deserted. Large numbers of Cape Fur Seals breed in a few isolated areas along the coast and there are good numbers of gulls, terns and shorebirds present.
Kuiseb Delta:  The Kuiseb Delta lies south of Walvis Bay and is the heart of the Namib Desert. Lightly settled and barren, it is home to Namibia’s only endemic bird, the Dune Lark. Though the bird life is sparse, what is there is generally rare and difficult to see elsewhere. In addition to the Dune Lark, other notable species include Gray’s Lark, the ghostly white race of the Tractrac Chat and Red-capped Lark.
Walvis Bay & Swakopmund Saltworks: These two salt extraction complexes host a plethora of ducks, cormorants and shorebirds and are easily accessible from Walvis Bay. Interesting species include Greater and Lesser Flamingo, African Black Oystercatcher, Bank Cormorant and a wide variety of old world shorebirds and herons. 
August 15, Day 1, Windhoek to Walvis Bay.  After breakfast we will begin the 300 kilometer drive west to the Namibian coast on a well-maintained dirt road. This route will traverse some very wild habitat and give us ample opportunity for game sightings. Species common along this road include Gemsbok, Springbok, Warthog, Chacma Baboon and Greater Kudu. About 200 kilometers from Windhoek we will enter the Namib-Nauklift Park where the habitat will change from rocky scrub to extensive grassy plains. We will try to arrive by early afternoon and spend the rest of the day searching for some of the area’s near endemic birds like Ludwig’s Bustard, Ruppell’s Korhaan, Cape Sparrow, Burchell’s Courser, Lark-like Bunting and White-throated Canary. These grasslands will offer the only chances to see these species. As dusk approaches we may have luck with some of the smaller nocturnal mammals like Honey Badger, Bat-eared and Cape Fox and Black-backed Jackal. Night in Walvis Bay.
August 16-17, Days 2-3, Walvis Bay, Kuiseb Delta and Swakopmund.  We will have two full days to explore the areas along the coast between Walvis Bay and Swakopmund  and the nearby interior regions of the Namib Desert. Near the tiny settlement of Rooibank amidst the enormous dunes of the Namib we will search for Namibia’s only endemic bird, the Dune Lark. We also visit the saltworks south of Walvis Bay and north of Swakopmund, home to large numbers of wintering shorebirds. Here we should see White-fronted Plover, Ruff, Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Greater and Lesser Flamingo, Great White Pelican, Hartlaub’s Gull, Kelp Gull, Gray-headed Gull, African Black Oystercatcher, Black-winged Stilt etc. This area is also the home of over 90% of the world’s population of Chestnut-banded Plovers, one of the most handsome shorebirds in Africa. Along the coast between Walvis Bay and Swakopmund we can search for Damara Tern, Cape and Bank Cormorant, Cape Gannet and White-chinned Petrel and we should see many Cape Fur Seals and, if we are extremely lucky, a Brown Hyena. In the parks and gardens of Walvis Bay we can find Bokmakerie, Orange River White-eye, Speckled Pigeon and Common Waxbill. Though short, this post-trip extension will add 30+ species to our overall trip list. Nights in Walvis Bay.

August 18, Day 4, Walvis Bay to Windhoek.  We will depart Walvis Bay after breakfast and make the two hour drive back to Windhoek for our final dinner and farwell. Night at the safari Hotel in Windhoek.

August 16, Day 5, Flights Home. The trip concludes this morning at the Windhoek airport with flights home.
POST-TRIP COST: The price for the post-trip extension is $950 USD per person and the single supplement will be $150 USD per person. This includes all lodging, meals through breakfast on August 16th, ground transportation and guide service. It does not include tips or airport transfer from the Safari Hotel to the airport. A deposit of $250 USD is required to hold a space for the extension.

MINIMUM PARTICIPATION: A minimum of four people will be necessary for this extension to operate and a full refund of the deposit will issued if it is cancelled due to lack of participants.
